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OUR GROWING CIRCULA- 
TION. 
ROM every section of the country 
F we are in receipt of letters of thanks 
for the sturdy support which we 
have given to the efforts of the leaders in 
the trade to organize retail druggists into 
one strong federation, which shall speak 
for the whole country, wherever the com- 
mercial interests of pharmacists are con- 
cerned. Both our readers and advertifers 
will share our feelings of gratification 
when it is known that thanks of a tangible 
kind have come to us in the shape of 
many new_ subscriptions, which have 
served to swell our subscription list be. 
yond all previous figures. From this it is 
evident that the retail druggists of the 
country are arousing themselves to the 
splendid possibilities for business ad- 
vancement which lie in interesting the 
pharmaceutical press in their efforts at 
organization. 

With the widening sphere of influence 
which comes with increased circulation, 
the AMERICAN Druaatst hopes to be able 
to serve its readers even better than here- 
tofore, and give promptly and completely 
the news of the trade and new develop- 
ments in pharmacy both in its business 
and technical aspects. It is the 2im of 
the editors to so increast 1ts value as to 
make the AMERICAN DrvuaaIstT, even 
more than in the past, “America’s LEAD- 
ING DruG JOURNAL.” 


DR. E. GEISSLER DEAD. 
ERMAN pharmacy has sustained a 
¥ severe loss in the death of Dr. 
Ewald Geissler, which occurred on 
October 15th. Dr. Geissler was for 
many years associated with Dr. Hager in 
conducting the Pharmaceutische Central- 
halle, and succeeded Dr. Hager as pub- 
lisher and editor of that excellent per- 
iodical, of which he has had charge since 
1880. He was a teacher and the proprie- 
tor of a pharmacy as well as an editor. 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE N.A.R.D. 


T is surprising to note the curious mis- 
conceptions which are entertained by 
a number of intelligent druggists with 
regard to the form of organization adopt- 
ed for the National Association of Retail 
Druggists. Despite the unusual amount 
of publicity given by the pharmaceutical 
press to the proceedings of the meeting 
for organization, held in St. Louis during 
the week of October 17th, certain drug- 
gists are to be found who speak of the 
membership of the organization as made 
up of individual retail druggists; and with 
the skepticism born of past experience of 
failures to maintain an association of this 
kind, once organized, these druggists 
burst with questions regarding the per- 
sonnel of the membership. They would 
like to know among other things if the 
larger dealers in the trade are represented 
in it; do the big cutters favor it? is the or- 
ganization anything but an aggregation of 
small retailers who come together in con- 
vention for the purpose of mutual admir- 
ation? 

In other pages of this number will be 
found contributions bearing on_ these 
questions from a number of the leading 
men in the retail drug trade of the coun- 
try. From these it will be seen that the 
Association is a delegate organization, and 
the extent of its membership will depend 
altogether upon the strength of the sev- 
eral State and county associations. The 
membership is not a permanent one ex- 
cept in so far as the local associations are 
concerned. When the different State and 
county associations meet next year they 
will -have the privilege of appointing one 
delegate for each 100 active members on 
their membership roles. It is not at all 
impossible that the delegates who were 
chosen this year to represent their respec- 
tive associations will be selected as dele- 
gates by the same associations next year, 
but it is unlikely. 

It should not, however, be understood 
from this that a total membership of 100 
is necessary before a representation of | 
can be obtained. The provisions of the 
constitution of the N. A. R. D. are quite 
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elastic in this respect, for section 2 of art- 
icle III. on Membership reads: 

“Each State and local association shall 
be entitled to one delegate for each one 
hundred active members, or a fraction of 
one hundred members * * * .” 

This was a wise provision, as it gives 
representation equally to the small village 
and the metropolitan centre or State. For 
example, in a village where the medical 
wants of the community are supplied by, 
say, five druggists in all, a majority of 
these druggists may combine if they so 
choose, and form a local organization and 
be entitled to a representation of 1 in the 
councils of the N. A. R. D. 

The power and influence likely to be 
wielded by an association of this kind, 
which will be in a position to speak for 
the 40,000 odd retail druggists of the 
country, cannot be overestimated. It is 
altogether a new departure in the history 
of pharmacy in this country. Nothing like 
it has been before attempted. The fault 
that always has been found with the Am- 
erican Pharmaceutical Association is that 
it is representative of only some 1,500 re- 
tail druggists, when polled to its full 
strength. 

The new association will be entitled to a 
espectful hearing at Washington when 
natters affecting the retail trade come 
1p, because of the very fact of its large 
[membership. The members of all the re- 
tail associations in the country are direct- 
ly interested in the new association, and 
the State, county and district associations 
should vie with one another in bringing 
the membership in their respective organ- 
izations up to the full complement of 
strength, for the larger the membership, 
the larger the representation in the Na- 
tional Association. 

One especially gratifying result of the 
meeting at St. Louis, apart and distinct 
from the concessions granted by the 
wholesalers and proprietary men, is the 
union of the new association with an or- 
ganization formed for similar purposes, 
but with a more restricted scope, at Omaha 
a month or so in advance. This union was 
happily effected by the election of the 
president of the United States Druggists’ 
Congress to the vice-presidency of the N. 
A. R. D. This union will tend to add 
materially to the strength of the N. A. 
R. D. in the West. 

The officers of the N. A. R. D. have 
a tremendous amount of work to accom- 
plish in the time intervening before the 
next annual meeting. 

The Association is now in its infancy 
and requires all the support and encour- 
agement it is possible to give it. This is 
no time for skepticism or halting fears. 
Let local organizations be formed in every 


State, where such organizations do not 
already exist, and let notice of such or- 
ganization be sent without delay to the 
secretary of the N. A. R. D. 


REVISING THE PATENT 
LAWS. 


HE necessity for the revision of our 
patent and trade-mark laws has 
long been apparent to the careful 

and unprejudiced observer. This neces- 
sity has come to be so generally admitted 
as to bring about the appointment of a 
special commission to make a study of 
our laws and proposed amendments there- 
to. This commission has been giving 
public hearings in different cities and 
these hearings are now going on in Room 
43 in the Post Office Building in this city. 
While there are many points in which our 
patent and trade-mark laws are open to 
serious objection, the one point which 
bears most hardly on the drug trade and 
the drug-consuming public is the fact that 
foreign patentees are granted privileges 
under our laws which they are not grant- 
ed in their native countries. This is a 
violation of what is generally considered 
as being a basis of international and copy- 
right law, namely, full reciprocity. In 
many European countries it is not per- 
missible to grant patents on any medi- 
cinal substance, though patents are grant- 
ed on their methods of preparation. This 
phase of the subject has already been 
brought to the attention of the commis- 
sion above referred to by the chairman of 
the Committee on Legislation of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association. 
The subject is one of very great import- 
ance to the drug trade, and steps should 
be taken by all interested organizations 
to have the matter presented before the 
Commissioner fromthe point of view of 
the retail druggist. 


ANOTHER DRUG SWINDLE. 


HE wholesale drug trade has been 
victimized from time to time to an 
extent which should certainly lead 

it to exercise extraordinary care before 
filling orders sent in by mail. The latest 
phase of the swindling which has come 
to light in this connection has been 
brought to our attention by a manufac- 
turer in Massachusetts, who received an 
order for a good-sized quantity of his 
specialty, the order being neatly type- 
written on a letter head, reading “James 
E. Branigan, Drugs, Medicines and 
Chemicals, 25 East 14th Street, New 
York.” The letter is signed in typewritten 
characters, J. E. BRANIGAN, with the 
initial F below it in ink. The danger in 
this lies in the fact that Jas. E. Branigan, 
of New York, has a good commercial rat- 
ing and many manufacturers would on the 
strength of this fill the order. On asking 
for a “special report,’’ however, the fact 
is brought out that the James E. Branigan 
who has a good commercial rating is a 
druggist at 161 Amsterdam avenue, but 
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he knows nothing of the Fourteenth street 
business. Our readers among the whole 
sale trade should bear this in mind, as it 
is only one phase of a system of swindling 
which has been going on in this city for 
some time past. 


“LEAGUE” VS. THE BOARD. 





HE little band of agitators who are 
engaged in the nasty work of hold- 
ing pharmacy up to the contumely 

and scorn of the public, are now directing. 
their efforts against the city Board of 
Pharmacy, and the press agent of the or- 
ganization has been bombarding the news- 
papers with letters and _ written-out 
interviews, describing in great detail the 
sad case of the New York drug clerk. 

There has been an election in the 
“Miscellaneous Section” of the Central 
Labor Union, to which the Shorter 
Hours’ League belongs, and we learn 
from the New York News of November 
3d, that “Patrick J. McNulty, delegate 
of the Drivers’ and Hostlers’ Union of 
the Street Cleaning Department, was 
elected chairman,” and will thus preside 
over the drug clerks. This has a fine 
flavor to it and is characteristic of the 
movement, which has been a mud-fling- 
ing affair from the start, and, of course, 
has never had the support of the drug 
clerks, whose interests it ostensibly 
espouses. 

UIT has been brought for $25,0(H> 

S damages against the Medical Age of 

Detroit, and its publisher, Wm. M. 
Warren, for damages inflicted by an art- 
icle in which one William Smith, who is 
an osteopath, has been called a “quack.” 
The Medical Age will have the sympathy 
of the reputable press of the country im 
the stand which it has taken in the matter, 
and it is extremely doubtful whether Mr. 
Smith’s libel suit will be a source of great 
profit to him. Such suits are the unavoid- 
able result of a fearless and an efficient 
journalism. 


The “American Druggist” in 
South Africa. 


The AMERICAN Drucaist is very much 
appreciated here, and I may assure you 
that, as it passes through several hands, it 
has already helped materially in the great 
progress that American trade is making 
in these regions. Your “A. Ph. A. Extra” 
as a model of neat and artistic printing 
has won the highest encomiums from: 
printers and publishers. The United States 
Playing Card Company, of Cincinnati, 
has already scored through the beautiful 
display advertisement you gave them. 

In common with all our countrymen 
(United States citizens) in these fields. 
we are all interested in the spread of 
American trade, and any way in mx 
power to advance your interests in this 
part of the world you may rely upon. 

P. Boyton. 


Kimberly, South Africa, Oct. 17, 1898, 
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Prize Essay. 


Briez, bright essays, on subjects of interest to pharmacists, are in- 
vited for this department. The ‘‘American Druggist”’ will give $5.00 


fortnightly for acceptable articles. 


VETERINARY FORMULAS. 


By Frank Harvey, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


MONG the numerous legitimate 
means of adding to one’s profits in 
the drug business, the sale of veter- 

inary remedies takes a leading place, es- 
pecially in country districts, where veter- 
inary surgeons .are far apart, and the 
farmer or stock man is frequently con- 
fronted with an emergency case. The pub- 
lication of the following formulas is in no 
wise intended to compete with the prac- 
ticed vet., but is intended to place in the 
possession of druggists the formulas of 
some tried and trustworthy remedies for 
the simple complaints common to cattle. 
The general run of simple complaints 
among horses and cattle includes colic 
or gripes, worms, harness and _ sad- 
dle galls, sprains and bruises, cracked 
heels and skin eruptions. For these com- 
plaints, the formulas here given will be 
found to produce superior remedies: 


Colic (in Horses. ) 


Spts. etheris nitrosi ........... 1 fl. oz. 
SO, AU, Sou ycuwaG sue seacanass 1 fl. oz. 
DMG BOGS. Soc ods can sena acts 20 mins. 


M. Sig. Give in a pint of water, and 
repeat in one hour if necessary. 


Worms (in Horses.) 


Pulv. areca nut .. 
Pulv. gentianae .. 
Pulv. ferri exsice. .. 
M. et fiat chts. No. xii. After the last 
dose is given, give the following to clean 
out the bowels and kill the largest worms 
should any remain. 





Ol, serebinthinae 6.62. 000s0c000 2 fl. ozs. 
COUSIN Secu nudawieswekGcedaeniee® 20 fl. ozs. 
Liquoris saponis, q.s. ut ft. emulsio. 

M. Give as one dose. Drench care- 
fully; drop horse’s head if he coughs, and 
after the coughing spell stops give the 
remainder. 


For Harness and Saddle Galls. 


CIN MONON Go cckacesarcisaendes 3 dms. 
Alcohol, q. s. to dissolve the tannin. 

PROMS OMOIIE, cayaisegn adobe een cnies ses 3 ozs. 
Glycerin, q.s. to dissolve the boric acid. 
FE os Saka ica ienccabuesiccs ad 6 fl. ozs. 


M. Apply twice daily. 


Liniment for Sprains and Bruises. 


OPT, POMC OHI os sso. 0 sis as sine o's 2 fl. ozs. 
PAG, AMMO, TOL 60.660: <2950)00'0 % fl. ozs. 
Liniment saponis ad. .......... 6 fl. ozs. 


M. Shake before using. 


Tonic and Stimulating Powders. 


Pulv. nucis vomicae. 


PRIN, FETs SGIDD .6005 0056005 aa 1 oz. 
Pe, SE ong addewensanwasa’s 1% oz. 
PAY; CREE coos epseGsnniwban cen % oz. 


M. et fiat chts. No. xii. Sig. Give a 
powder morning and evening in feed. 


Diuretic Powders. 


Pulv. resinae ........ssseeseeees 3 ozs. 
Pulv. pot. nit. 3 ozs. 
Pulv. buchu tol. 1% oz. 





M. et fiat chts. No. xii. Sig. Give a 
powder morning and evening in feed. 





For Cracked Heels, Greasy Heels. 


A CRE. Re OR 1 dm. 
ACUTE “COPBOUCL o5icissoi040505,0:00 10 mins. 
PURUNER one iatsiainial) (ree loure sisokctersed 1 oz. 


M. et fiat unguentum. Sig. Rub into 
heels at night after work. 


Cantharides Blistering Ointment. 


Pulv. cantharides .............- 1 dm. 
TH. CAT COONS oc cic acicvcncess 10 mins. 
PRIME sca se cri Naae <cavsaiaies 1 oz. 


M. et fiat unguentum. Sig. Rub well 

into part. 
For Fistula ( Withers.) 

MAHON GEMGEGIG gdperisinncicice ssn os 1 oz 

PRIS sore niuiek 4. sie.eigie Sais soa is eiarens i fi. 02. 

M. Sig. Pour into fistula and in two 
days start dressing the wound every day 
with the following: 


MEDIAN  snieicnnseiccats: when asahiannes 2 dms. 
MEE TAKidided. K40eRennaontenne 16 fl. ozs. 
Mix. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 


SUCCESS IN THE DRUG BUSI- 
NESS. 


By W. A. Dawson, 
Hempstead, N. Y. 


“6 HIS is the day of the specialist. 
The first-class business man in 
the drug line will make money 

and his less gifted fellow will not.” 

“The commercial side of pharmacy af- 
fords as good a field for merchandising 
as any other business, and he who has the 
talent for trade can develop it with as 
sure expectation of reward as the average 
successful man in any other branch ot 
commerce.” 

So said a speaker at the late meeting 
of the A.. Ph. A. at Baltimore. 


Trade or Profession. 

Now, I contend that the successful 
druggist of to-day and of the future must 
be a first-class business man as well as a 
first-class pharmacist. He will — reach 
the full measure of success if he be de- 
ficient in either a thorough pharmaceu- 
tical or business education. He must be 
as good a pharmacist as he is a business 
man and as good a business man: as he 
is a pharmacist. Why should we mourn 
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A SUCCESSFUL WINDOW DISPLAY. 


For Skin Eruptions. 


Sodii hyposulphitis .............. 3 ozs. 
tS ee 3 ozs. 
PS SE wikegirccay 5 ccuavousabeces 2 ozs. 


M. et fiat chts. No. xii. Sig. Give a 
powder in feed morning and evening. 


Alterative Laxative Balls. 





) 
PE cc andddrtaiewersedssacseseens 4 ozs. 
MMS Ss cae ieinaia ts oasiee tsa seles. 4 ozs. 
COMMON WEASE 6c ccvcesacsccvese 24 ozs. 
Mix. Dose, 1 ounce. 
Et. 
SOCOUTING IOC ons siccecswesicinens 8 ozs. 
Ree BOR sa galas a1 Sa aia 510: vie Wis einai 8 ozs. 
ORR EEE cy citsccsincesivcsw a's 16 ozs. 
Mix. Dose, 1 ounce. 
TET. 
IBD E ns Scgscnnekt pub sernawerencsaers 1 dm 
GRID aS aacinna as iale Pe sis case wthaavens 12 dms. 
Caraway, powdered ............. 4 dms. 
Ginger, powdered .............. 4 dms. 
ERODE ease i se vcaacnscssece a sufficiency. 


Mix to make 4 balls. Dose, 1 daily. 


bec: ause the world will not regard us as 
“professional” men, when we are not? A 
high ideal is a good thing, but it should 
not cause us to entirely lose sight of the 
practical. About one-third of the retail 
drug business is professional—a_ calling 
requiring special technical education and 
training to follow. Two-thirds of it is 
merchandising, the buying and selling of 
the thousands of articles that go to make 
up the stock of the retail drug store—the 
side lines that have been added to phar- 
macy proper. 


A Plea for the Commercial Pharmacist. 


Druggists, as a class, have had the rep- 
utation of being poor business men. 
There is no reason why they should not 
be good business men, for the very quali- 
ties that go to make them good pharma- 
cists—honesty, probity, concentration, at- 
tention to detail, method, originality, ex~ 
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perimentation, order, study—are the qual- 
ities that go to make up the successful 
merchant. I think it is mainly a matter 
of pride that has held them back from 
success as merchants. College professors 
and the pharmaceutical press have in the 
past preached against the “commercial 
degeneracy of pharmacy” and some of 
them have urged the separation of phar- 


Of late 


macy from the drug business. 
years, however, progressive pharmacists 
have slowly awakened to the fact that 


there was money to be made in the retail 
drug business, if the purely commercial 
side of it, the side lines that have been 
added to pharmacy, were managed with 
the enterprise of any other class of mer- 
chandising 


The “American Druggist’” Led the Way. 


The AMERICAN DkRUGGIST was one 
the first pharmaceutical journals to give 
attention to the commercial side of the 
drug business, and by devoting a part of 


of 
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A DISPLAY 


its space to advertising methods and store 
management, has done’ much toward 
making druggists better business men. 
The “ Cutter” Has His Uses. 
And to give the devil his due, the “‘cut- 


helped the he business (par 


the 


ter has 


don! does that hurt in awakening 
lruggist to the value of advertis sing and 
nterprise before the department stores 


and others gobbled up all his trade. 

No, | don't approve of “cutters,” they’re 
generally pernicious gent tlemen, long on 
business sense, but short on pharmaceu- 
tical knowledge. But “cutting” so-called, 
has come to stay- —you'll find it in all lines 

f business, wherever there is compe tition 

it's the law of commerce—you may be 
able to stay it for a while, but you can't 
stop it. So long as you sell the sane 
goods as are sold in department stores. 
cigar, confectionery and other stores, so 
long will you have to meet their com- 
petition. I do not mean that you must 
prices to cost or less. Keep them as 
high as you can without losing business 
Do not advertise or push goods that have 
a well-known retail value; those are the 
articles most deeply cut 


cut 


age 





increase 


Make the greatest effort to 
trade: 


your pharmacy and “sundry” 
that’s where the profit is greatest. 


A Lesson from the Department Store. 


The department stores often sell goods, 
the retail price of which is advertised or 
well known, at cost or less, and the loss, 
if any, is charged to advertising account. 
These are “baits.” But their average profit 
is 33 per cent and in some lines over 51) 
per cent, and a well-informed writer in 
Printers’ Ink states that their expenses 
are generally from 20 per cent to 25 per 
cent of gross receipts, 3 per cent of which 
is spent for advertising. What druggist 
spends 3 per cent for advertising? Neither 
do I mean that you must descend to sen- 
sational methods of advertising. Vaude- 
ville show in the window, bargain sales, 
grand opening with orchestra behind the 
prescription counter and a bouquet and 
elass ot soda to each customer. Or funny, 
flippant, “fresh” newspaper advertise- 


Photo by J F. Hostelley. 


BY LLEWELLYN OF PHILADELPHIA. 


ments. I know from experience that the 
retail drug business can be advertised and 


built up by proper publicity, along per- 
fectly legitimate lines and in a dignified, 
business-like way. 


Treatment of Customers. 


The first and most important part of 
your advertising should be your treatment 
of customers—be courteous. Courtesy 
fine word, it means such a lot. 
It is something more than mere polite- 
for it has heart in it. It’s the art of 
pleasing and being pleased. It’s hospital- 
ity, kindness, agreeableness, cheerfulness 
and cordiality. It’s the knack of putting 
at ease the people you meet. And above all 
and through it all. it is dignity—self 
spect and respect for others. It’s the oi! 
that lubricates the wheels of society and 
f business, and it goes farther toward 
making the successful man than any other 
trait or virtue, except. perhaps, industry. 
All the advertising you can do will not 
bring you success if you do not treat 
your customers right after you get them. 

Next comes newspaper advertising and 
window displays hey should go to 
gether 


is a 


ness, 
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Care of the Window. 


At least once a week clean your win- 
dows and dress each with one article or 
one line of goods—no more—and have 
your newspaper advertisement describe 
and price the goods. Put card salesmen on 
the goods and hang signs in the window 
or fasten them to the glass. 


“Card Salesmen” 


are price tickets with short, succinct des- 
cription and recommendation of the 
goods. Put card salesmen, on whatever 
goods you can, on your counters and 
show-cases and also on the goods in the 
show-cases. The cards should not be 
large or obtrusive; visiting cards are 
about the right size; they should be let- 
tered with a pen. Some time in the fu- 
ture I will tell you how to make signs of 
all kinds; space forbids here. “Goods well 
displayed are half sold” is as old as com- 
merce itself and as true to-day as when 
first uttered, for it is truth itself. 


The Effect of Advertising and Display 


is not only to make new customers, but 
to sell more goods to old ones; also to 
sell goods that the customer had no 
thought of buying when he entered the 
store. For instance, a customer comes in 
to buy a box of pills for 25 cents, sees 
displayed and reasonably priced a hair 
brush for 50 cents, and buys that also. 
You've increased that sale 200 per cent 
and increased your regular trade by the 
amount of the sale. That’s one effect of 
displaying and pricing goods and the 
many such sales made in a year go far 
toward increasing the volume of business 
done. 

Don't make the mistake of pricing too 
high on sundries; be satisfied with 50 per 
cent advance or less on cost price. It was 
the old ‘one hundred per cent” idea that 
has driven so much of this trade away 
from the drug stores. 

Don’t for a moment lose sight of the 
professional side of the business, and at 
least once a month have your window 
displays and advertising on that topic. 

Fill a window with “some tools of the 


trade’ —chemi@al glassware, graduates, 
funnels, retorts, beakers, pill ma- 
chine, spatulas, etc., etc. Or crude drugs, 


laid out in little heaps on sheets of white 
paper with their common and technical 
names—natural order, habitat and princi- 
pal uses. Put your prescription files in 
the window with a sign stating how many 
years they cover, total number, how many 
put up first year, how many this year, 
average per year and estimate of total 
with repeats. 

Many other things will suggest them 
selves for these pharmaceutical displays, 
percolating, making specialties, tablet or 
pill making, etc. 


One Thing at a Time. 


In making window displays and adver- 
tising in newspapers bear always in mind 
the adage “One thing at a time and do 
that well.” 

Avoid flippancy in advertising; don’t 
use comic cuts or funny catch lines; don’t 
be undignified. Be specific; don’t use gen- 
eralities, ““Large Stock,” ‘Low Prices,” 
“Pure Drugs,” such phrases have been 
used so often that they have lost their 
meaning. 

Name one particular article or line 
Describe it. Tell people why they shou!d 
buy it, why it’s good or better or cheaper, 
and name its price. 





Get the Confidence of the Physicians 


by showing them that you are a good 
pharmacist. Your prescription room will 
tell them that better than you can. Keep 
them interested by showing them any- 
thing new or novel in the way of ap- 
pliances, apparatus or goods or any 
new preparations you have made. 
Cultivate their friendship by obliging 
them in any way you_ honorably 
can. It’s not so much trouble as you 
think to get them to use your special pre- 
parations, once you are on a friendly foot- 
ing with them. Give them liberal sam- 
ples—one thing at a time—of your own 
and National Formulary preparations. If 
more than one visit your store, treat 
them with friendly impartiality. Keeping 
a slate for orders for them and advertis- 
ing the fact is a good way to get them to 
visit you frequently and it always clinches 
your hold on a patient’s trade if they meet 
their doctor in your store. 

Don’t think that your business activity 
will lower you professionally in the eyes 
of the physicians. They have the same 
respect for the successful merchant as 
other people and like to follow the crowd. 

hen a new doctor settles in your 
town, if your store is at the head of the 
procession, you may be almost sure of 
his trade. Don’t be servile to physicians 
or customers. When a man gets down to 
another, the other fellow usually has an 
irresistible desire to walk on him. 


Wrapping Goods. 


Don’t let anything go out of your pres- 
cription department that is not bottled or 
( boxed and wrapped with the greatest 

nicety. The customer can’t judge of the 
quality of the medicine, but can pretty ac- 
curately judge your carefulness by the ap- 
pearance of the package. 


Good Buying 


is aS necessary to success as good selling. 
If you are near a jobbing centre, you 
should visit it at least once a month. 
Once a week is not too often for an active 
business. Buying entirely by mail or 
from traveling salesmen has these draw- 
backs—in the former case you don’t al- 
ways get as good prices, and in the latter 
the drummer, after selling you a bill of 
goods, quite often goes and sells your 
competitors the same line. 

Visiting the jobbing centre keeps you 
from getting rusty, keeps you in touch 
with the whole trade and personally ac- 
quainted with your jobbers—a big help 
sometimes. It keeps you well informed 
on prices, market gossip. new goods, 
salable novelties, new things that the 
other fellows haven’t got yet, the selling 
of which will go a long way toward mak- 
ing your store a leader and give it a repu- 
tation for enterprise. 


The Use of Price Books. 


Keep a price book; divide it in three 
parts, under the general headings of 
“Drugs and Chemicals,” “Proprietary 
Articles” and “Fancy and Sundry 
Goods.” When a bill of goods comes in 
first check off and mark them in large 
plain figures and put them away. 

Mark with pencil to the left of the art- 
icle in price book the wholesale cost, and 
to the right the retail price. The title of 
the article should be in ink. Leave plenty 
of space on each page for entry of new 
articles. If the price of any article on the 


bill is lower than the price of last lot in 
price book, erase old figure and enter the 








new. If the price on bill is higher, jot 
down the old price on right hand margin 
of the bill and afterward look up price in 
the prices current of the AMERICAN 
Drucaist. If it has advanced enter it in 
the price book, if it has not, lay the bill 
aside, to be sent back for correction. 
This system will save you many dollars. 
You'll soon get the reputation of being a 
close buyer and will get better prices. 
Ready printed price books are no good. 
They don’t leave space enough for each 
article, have no fancy goods and sundry 
list and contain about ten times as many 
items as are carried by any one drug 
store. 

As you are merchants as well as phar- 
macists, why not recognize the fact 
fully and be as enterprising and progres- 
sive a merchant as you possibly can. You 
will be none the less respected in your 
community or in the scientific world, be- 
cause you are a successful merchant as 
well as a good pharmacist. 

When in the future every college oi 
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pharmacy supplements its curriculum 
with a business college course of study, 
we will hear less complaint about the de- 
grading influence of commercialism on 
the “profession” and less about cut prices 
on patent nostrums. This is a utilitarian 
age—the world moves—the drug business 
is changing—for the better, in my opin- 
ion, “We may be happy yet. 


The Outside of the Store. 


There is no need for me to dwell on store 
arrangement. We all know it must be 
clean, orderly, neat as a pin and well 
stocked. But we don’t always think 
of the exterior. Right now, while you 
think of it, step across the street and look 
at the exterior; is it impressive? Would 
a neat sign, here or there, make it more 
so? or a coat of paint or new windows 
help it? Well, if you can’t afford it now, 
don’t forget if when you become more 
prosperous. People should not judge a 
man by his coat, but they often do, you 
know. 








= = 








Pharmaceutical Progress. 


New Remedies—Improved Processes—Modern Inventions—Wrinkles in 
Dispensing—Tests and Reactions. 
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A New Reaction for Acetanilid.—At 
the recent meeting of the Association of 
German Naturalists and Physicians at 
Dusseldorf, Kunz-Krause called attention 
to the fact that if a mixture of small 
quantities of acetanilid and fuming nitric 
acid be evaporated on a water bath, a yel- 
lowish-red residue remains which ignites 
spontaneously and later explodes. 


To Extinguish Mercury in Mercurial 
Ointment.—B. Boudouresques (Bull. de 
Pharm. Sud-Est., 1898, 9) recommends a 
mixture of petrolatum, lanolin and barium 
sulphate as a means for extinguishing 
mercury instead of lanolin alone. The 
following mixture suffices to extinguish 
three kilos of mercury in a half hour: 
Petrolatum, 20 Gms.; lanolin, 15 Gms.; 
barium sulphate, 100 Gms. Add about 10 
Gms. of mercury to this mixture at a time, 
triturate for 2 or 3 minutes until the 
mercury is extinguished, then add an ad- 
ditional quantity of mercury, repeating the 
trituation and addition until the entire 
quantity of mercury is extinguished. 
While the product is not an official one, 
the presence of the one per cent of barium 
sulphate can scarcely be objectionable. 


Lanoform.—The efforts so far made to 
utilize formaldehyde in the form of a 
salve, dusting powder, soap, etc., have 
not been so successful as might be desired 
on account of the disagreeable odor, vary- 
ing percentage, etc., observed in the many 
preparations intended for external appli- 
cation. A German pharmacist, W. Weiss, 
claims to have overcome all these difficul- 
ties in the preparation which he calls 
lanoform, a compound of lanolin and for- 
maldehyde. This contains one per cent of 
formaldehyde, which is not liberated until 
it is set free by the warmth of the body, 
and is therefore brought to bear gradually 
on the bacteria. According to Popp and 
Becker, this application exercises a steady 


and very effectual antiseptic action upon 
the streptococcus of pus and also that of 
erysipelas. 


The Conversion of Linalol into 
Terpineol.—An important point in the 
chemistry of the alcohols of the geraniol 
series has just been cleared up by Step- 
han. By treating the alcohol linalol 
CioH:isO with acetic anhydride, it is 
easily converted into its acetate, which 
on saponification yields, according to 
Barbier, a different alcohol, which he 
termed licarhodol. Stephan has now in- 
vestigated this reaction thoroughly, and 
finds that this licarhodal is, as many of 
Barbier’s compounds have been, merely 
a mixture. He has identified unaltered 
linalol, geraniol and a strongly dextro- 
rotary terpineol. Further, by the action 
of a strong formic acid, dextrolinalol is 
easily converted into  laevoterpineol, 
whilst laevolinalol (formerly known as 
coriandrol) is converted into dextro-ter- 
pineol.—Journ. Prakt. Chem. . 


Methyl Salicylate in the Treatment 
of Rheumatism.—Catrin in the Journal 
de Medecine de Paris of June 11, 1898, 
thinks that the usefulness of salicylate of 
methyl in relieving the pain of acute ar- 
ticular rheumatism is incontestable. Ft 
relieves the pain in his opinion more rap- 
idly than does the salicylate of sodium, al- 
though it does not reduce the fever as 
does the latter drug. In his experience it 
has been an infrequent occurrence to find 
that the drug materially disordered the 
stomach. The doses which he commonly 
employs are stated to be as much as one 
ounce a day, but we doubt very much 
whether the ordinary case could possibly 
ingest this quantity. 

In regard to the use of the salicylate of 
methyl locally, the author thinks that 
bands of tarlatan soaked in salicylate of 
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methyl may be wrapped around the joint 
and covered by an impermeable dressing, 
with great advantage to the patient.— 
Ther. Gazette. 


Percolation for Decoctions and In- 
fusions.—Conrady has made (Schweiz. 
IVoch. Chem. 1898, 40) a series of investi- 
gations with the drugs most commonly 
used to ascertain the comparative value 
of the methods of preparing infusions and 
decoctions according to the method of the 
German Pharmacopoeia and according to 
other methods. The studies were under- 
taken in view of the fact that some of the 
active constituents of the drug were leit 
in the residues left when proceeding ac- 
cording to the Pharnracopoeial method. 
He packed the drugs in a percolator an: 
poured the hot water on them, the re- 
sults being quite satisfactory with the 
cinchona and condurango barks, digitalis 
leaves and with ipecac and senega. In 
each case the coarsely powdered drug was 
used and the residue was found to be 
completely exhausted. For condurango 
bark, the author recommends that the 
water be used at a temperature of 50° C. 
and for senega root at a temperature of 
Ge” «. 


Casanthrol js another of Unna’s num- 
erous contributions to dermal therapeu- 
sis. It consists of a mixture of caseine 
ointment with ten per cent of “extrac- 
tum lithanthracis,” which is that por- 
tion of coal tar which is soluble in ether 
and benzol. The new preparation be- 
longs to the class of water-soluble var- 


nishes. It is a thick, pasty emulsion 
irom which no fat separates, even on 
heating. On the skin it forms after a 
few minutes a dry, elastic coating which. 
however, does not prevent the natural 
transpiration of the skin, but, on the 
-ontrary, rather stimulates it. Being 


neutral in reaction, it can be used as a 
medium for the application of any med- 
icament, which does not curdle casein. 
This limitation prevents its being avail- 
able for use with mineral, acid or lime 
salts in larger quantities than one per 
cent. Beck recommends casanthrol in the 
eczema of children, prurigo, etc. It is 
claimed to be the only preparation of 
tar which can be applied in a compar- 
atively concentrated form (10 per cent) 
to inflamed surfaces without danger of 
causing local irritation. 


The Estimation of Boric Acid — 
Vadam proposes (Jour. Pharm. Chim. 
1898, 110) to‘utilize mannite in the estima- 
tion of boric acid, since this substance 
causes an acid reaction when combined 
with boric acid in the same way as does 
glycerin, save that the color reaction is 
more pronounced with mannite than with 
glycerin. To determine the boric acid 
contents in a sample of butter, for in- 
stance, the author proceeds as follows: 50 
Gms. of the butter are washed with 20 Cc. 
of hot water, and the acid wash water neu- 
tralized with a few drops of deci-normal 
soda solution, using litmus as an indica- 
tor. The blue liquid is then divided into 
two equal parts, one of which is set 
aside for a control -test. To the other of 
these blue liquids, 2 Gms. of mannite are 
added, when if boric acid be present. an 
intensely red coloration takes place. This 
red liquid is then titrated until it turns 
blue with deci-normal soda solution. The 
number of Cc. of soda solution required 
for complete neutralization when multi- 
plied by 0.0062 gives the quantity of boric 
acid present in the sample. 


Drugs Which Should Not Be Dis- 
pensed in Capsule Form.—Sodium sa- 
licylate causes gastric disorders, with nau- 
sea and vomiting, and should, therefore, 
be administered diluted with’ plenty of 
water. Ulceration of the gastric mucosa 
has been observed after its use in capsule 
form. Antipyrin often irritates the diges- 
tive tract, and is best given in vichy or 
soda water. The following drugs are 
hydroscopic, and, therefore, cause the 
capsule to become softened: acid phos- 


phates and glycerophosphates, sodium 
bromide, crystallized calcium chlorate, 
strontium chloride, piperazin, lysidin, 


chloral, the dry extracts of plants, and, in 
general, those preparations produced by 
evaporation in vacuum. Some solid drugs 
when mixed tend to deliquesce—mixtures 
of antipyrin and sodium salicylate, for 
example, when exposed to the air be- 
come altered or, at least, discolored by 
the contained oxygen. Of this group are 
the salts of iodine, the alkalies, and the 
alkaline earths, also aristol. Free iodine 
combines with the starch of the capsule, 
producing a bluish black discoloration. 


Hygrol is a name which has been ap- 
plied by the manufacturer, F. von Hey- 
den, to colloidal mercury. It occurs as 
a dark, almost black powder, which is 
soluble with a fair degree of readiness in 
cold water and insoluble in alcohol and 
ether. The commercial article leaves a 
small insoluble residue. The aqueous 
solution is dark in color, neutral in re- 
action and has no corrosive action. It is 
transparent by means of transmitted light 
and is fluorescent in refracted light, and 
is then, therefore, not transparent. The 
metal is precipitated from the aqueous 
solution by addition of the acids, the 
bases and by the salts of the heavy metals 
and the alkaline earth in an insoluble con- 
dition. The alkaline and ammonium salts 
of such acids as form soluble mercury 
compounds precipitate the metal from its 
aqueous solution in a fine white powder 
which is still soluble in water, yielding a 
brownish solution. The addition of a 
reducible metallic chloride, chloride of 
mercury, for instance, to a solution of 
hygrol, results in the reduction of the 
reducible salt and the formation of calo- 
mel. If this reaction is carried out in a 
diluted solution, the result is the forma- 
tion of a solution of calomel which in its 
ordinary form is, of course, insoluble. 


Quick Cure for Erysipelas. 


Schultze (Therap. Monatshefte, July, 
1898) saw an erysipelas develop in the 
skin of the right hand of a patient who 
was recovering from a cellulitis of the 
member. The local and general char- 
acteristics of erysipelas were all present, 
and the trouble was spreading rapidly. 
Owing to the favorable situation of the 
trouble an old method of treatment was 
revived, an attempt being made to limit 
the further spread of the germs by the in- 
jection of a three-per-cent carbolic solu- 
tion into the skin all around the arm. 
Care was taken to make the injections 
solely in the substance of the skin, ac- 
cording to the infiltrating plan recom- 
mended by Schleich. Inside of three 
hours the patient felt decidedly better, 
and there was a fall of two degrees in his 
fever. On the next day the pain and fever 
had entirely disappeared, and the swell- 
ing subsided the following day. 
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SOME ELEMENTS IN PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL TEACHING.* 
By T. D. REeEp, M.D., 


Montreal, Canada. 


HE teaching in medical, pharmaceu- 
tical, dental, eclectic and natural 
science faculties 

largely didactic, and, 
conditions, 
come. 

After considerable experience and much 
reflection, the writer has formulated cer- 
tain principles which he endeavors to 
keep before himself in pharmaceutical 
teaching. These are presented without 
any claim for originality, but that the 
subject may be brought up for discussion, 
and opportunity given for the expression 
of ideas, and the modification and im- 
provement of methods, by the able and 
enthusiastic teachers assembled in the 
meeting of the A. Ph. A. 

The heads under which I place my sec- 
tions are Simplicity, Illustration, Repeti- 
tion, Questioning. 


has been very 
from unavoidable 
will be for a long time to 


Simplicity. 

By simplicity I mean more than simpli- 
fication, or clearing up of difficult points. 
This is a necessary duty of a teacher, and 
a difficult one also, as it requires not only 
a thorough knowledge of the subject, but 
also mental aptitude for taking the learn- 
er’s place. I have the idea that our teach- 
ing should be from the bottom, that is, 
we must go to the elementary facts. A 
teacher’s ambition to shine as a very 
learned man, and the fame of the school 
as a fountain of profound science, are 
conditions to be placed second to the 
needs of the raw students who come be- 
fore us. In all our pharmaceutical schools 
we are safe in assuming that a portion of 
the class will be persons of untrained 
minds, individuals whose capacity for 
grasping scientific truths and principles 
is very small. In graded schools of three 
or four sessions, the work is of course 
progressive, and the final classes neces- 
sarily quite advanced as compared with 
the first. Nevertheless, the principle 
here enunciated still holds. Let the 
teaching be elementary, relatively to the 
nominal grade, whatever that may be. 

My plea is for a large amount of atten- 
tion to the elementary facts of the vari- 
ous branches of knowledge which go to 
make up a pharmaceutical course. 

Illustration. 

In physics and chemistry copious illus- 
tration and experimentation are manifest- 
ly quite necessary. The reading of a page 
referring to the facts of a physical princi- 
ple or chemical reaction is generally con- 
sidered by the average student as particu- 
larly dry. Sufficient apparatus and ma- 
terials must be on hand to make the teach- 
ing through the eye as well as the ear. 

In materia medica it is desirable that 
the drug which is being described should 
be held up before the class, and when 
possible a small sample furnished to each 
member, so that as the description goes 
on, the student may see for himself the 
points indicated. 

Constant use should be made of the 
blackboard, and in the histological de- 
scription of organic drugs the projection 
lantern is very useful. 


Reretition. 
I consider that the first five or ten 
minutes of the hour may be profitably 
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-spent in a recapitulation of the facts of 
‘the matter gone over at the previous lec- 
ture. This not only in the interest of 
‘those who were absent, and we have to 
count on some unavoidable absences 
-every time, but also as a reiteration for 
the benefit of the class in general. In 
‘the course of the lecture, also, any state- 
ment which is felt to be somewhat 1n- 
volved should be repeated without wait- 
ing for a request from a member of the 
-class. The bright and receptive minds 
in the benches must submit to the slower 
‘progress of the instruction in the interest 
of the other kind, who, generally in the 
majority, should have the first thought 
-of the altruistic instructor. 

Questioning. 

Until we have the X-rays by which we 
-can discover the intellectual contents of 
the brain cells of our students, we must 
-continue to ask questions to find out what 
they know. In the large and well- 
-equipped schools an officer is told off to 
do the questioning on the matter of the 
lectures at stated intervals during the 
-course, the professor desiring to escape 
so humble a duty. There is, however, a 
-distinct advantage to the teacher himseli 
in doing the ‘“quizzing’—the answers 
given indicating the learner’s conception 
and understanding of the principles enun- 
ciated by the teacher. The teacher thus 
subjects himself to a test, from the re- 
sults of which he may improve his peda- 
-gogical methods. 

As to the amount of time to be given 
to this exercise opinions vary. Some 
‘have adopted the plan of devoting some 
time immediately after the lecture. This 
‘method is not often prescribed. My own 
preference is to give from four to eight 
lectures, and then devote the whole hour 
to examination by questioning on what 
‘has been gone over. 

Judicious questions require thought in 
preparation. There is an art in question- 
ing, and it is not so easy as some who 
have not had experience in the work 
might think. It is seldom desirable to 
‘give questions which can be answered by 
“ves” or “no.” Our effort should be 
to put questions which require some re- 
flective and constructive work in the 
mind of the student to frame an answer. 
For example, the question, “Has gentian 
a bitter taste?” is an inquiry which is 
without pedagogical benefit. The form, 
What are the principal facts in pharma- 
-cognosy—pharmacy—therapeutics of gen- 
tian? would be preferable. 

In the case of a large class it is a peda- 
gogical principle to give the question first, 
and select a student to be the answerer, 
the idea being to get the whole class in 
an expectant mood, as any one is liable to 
‘be called upon. 

Physics and chemistry give opportunity 
for calculations, and these are to be given 
as exercises quite frequently, training in 
accuracy being of special benefit to phar- 
‘maceutical students. 


THE NEW TOXICOLOGY. 


The inaugural sessional address to the 
students of the School of Pharmacy of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 
was delivered by Sir James Crichton 
Browne, F.R.S. The address has attract- 
ed the most widespread attention in the 
newspaper press, and the author has been 
criticised roundly for his suggestions re- 
garding new methods of homicidal pois- 
oning by the administration of microbes 








of disease and their toxins. On this por- 
tion of his address we quote the author in 
full, as follows: 

“What, it may be asked, is undersood 
by the term poison? And the first answer 
to that question that presents itself is 
any substance which, when introduced 
into the body, produces injurious or fatal 
effects. But, for practical purposes, that 
definition is much too comprehensive, for 
certain articles of food and drink, when 
taken too freely, or in disordered states of 
the system, or by persons of peculiar idio- 
syncrasies, may prove detrimental and even 
kill, while almost all the drugs in com- 
mon use, if given in excessive doses, may 
cause symptoms of poisoning and death. 
The question of quantity enters into our 
conception of a poison, which may be 
described as a substance that, in small 
amount and by chemical action, has hurt- 
ful or lethal effects on the animal econ- 
omy. This description cannot pretend to 
strict accuracy, for some poisons perhaps 
act mechanically, as, for instance, cer- 
tain microbes which block up the blood 
vessels, and ground glass, which, in some 
parts of the world, has been not infre- 
quently used as a slow irritant poison. 
But the vast majority of poisons destroy 
the living tissues by means of chemical 
action. Even thus restricted, however, 
the word poison covers a multitude of 
agents, for on every shelf in your shops 
stand chemical assassins, capable in small 
bulk of undermining health or taking life, 
and, indeed, so numerous are the drugs 
that must be scientifically regarded as 
poisons that it has been said that to select 
and schedule a few of them, which may 
not be sold without reservations, while 
the rest are left unguarded, is like pro- 
hibiting the carrying of knives while al- 
lowing stilettoes. But although, as you 
and I know very well, there remain out- 
side Schedule A many drugs as mortal as 
any included in it, and more difficult of 
detection, and although with the advance 
of science the field from which the pois- 
oner may cull his simples is ever widen- 
ing, and/becoming more variegated in its 
crop, it must still be maintained that 
Schedule A has done great public service. 
It may be logically indefensible, but it is 
practically useful. During the present 
year we have had an illustration in the 
St. Neot’s case of the way in which a 
faithfcl observance of the regulations con- 
nected with it may bring a criminal to 
justice, for it is quite likely, I think, that 
Horsford would have escaped conviction 
had Mr. Payne failed in keeping an ac- 
curate record of the sale of strychnine to 
him. As a matter of fact, the poisons 
enumerated in Schedule A are those 
which have been and are almost invaria- 
bly employed for felonious purposes. 


Poisoning in Olden Times. 


“In looking into the history of poison- 
ing—I am speaking now of homicidal 
poisoning—nothing strikes one more than 
the way in which this kind of history re- 
peats itself from generation to generation. 
The same old implements are used again 
and again. There is an absence of any- 
thing like originality or ingenuity in the 
choice of ways and means. Servile, clumsy 
imitation is the rule—fashion reigns su- 
preme. Little or no advantage has been 
taken of the discoveries of science. No 
doubt we hear about the subtleties and 
mysteries of slow and secret poisoning in 
bygone times. We are told that Henry 


VI. was killed by a pair of poisoned 
gloves, and that victims were in those 
days simply and expeditiously got rid of 
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by causing them to smell a poisoned rose, 
or to wear a tainted ring, but such stories 
are on a level with those which we now 
sometimes read in the newspapers of the 
instantaneous production of insensibility 
by holding a chloroformed handkerchiet 
to the nose. They are simply incredible. 
We cannot believe that in pre-scientific 
days, unscientific persons were in posses- 
sion of powerful agents of which modern 
science knows nothing. And when we in- 
vestigate such cases of secret poisoning 
in these days as we have any account of, 
we find, as I have said, that there was 
nothing occult or wonderful in the pro- 
cess, and that in nine cases out of ten it 
was some preparation of arsenic that was 
employed. It was arsenic that was used 
by Wonderton in 1384 in his attempt to 
poison King ‘Charles the Sixth of France, 
and the Dukes of Valois, Berria, Bur- 
gundy, and Bourbon. It was arsenic that 
was the active constituent in La Sarpa’s 

wonderful elixir, that played such havoc 
in Rome in the seventeenth century. It 
was arsenic that formed the basis of the 
acquetta or manna of St! Nicola of Bari, 
of Toffania, of Naples, which caused the 
death of six hundred persons; and it was 
arsenic which was the leading ingredient 
in the succession powders of Sainte Croix, 
which were used by the Marquise de 
Brinvilliers, and with which she removed 
her father, two brothers, a sister and sev- 
eral other persons. It was arsenic that 
was no doubt mainly instrumental in 
carrying off Sir Thomas Overbury in the 
Tower, although in his case it was com- 
bined with cantharides, lunar caustic and 
spiders, the coup de grace being given 
by corrosive sublimate. Wherever we 
turn, in mediaeval toxicology, or that of 
the Renaissance, it is arsenic, arsenic, ar- 
senic which was the mainstay not merely 
of the murderous fortune-telling hag, but 
of homicides of commanding intellect and 
power, like the Borgias and Catherine de 
Medici. 

“Of course in these days, and well up 
to the early part of the present century, it 
was impossible to distinguish arsenic 
with any certainty in the bodies of per- 
sons who had died of it, while only the 
vaguest notions prevailed as to the patho- 
logical effects caused by it in the viscera, 
so that it could be used as poison with 
considerable impunity. But since Orfila, 
Reinsch, Marsh, and others have carried 
out their researches, it has become of all 
poisons the most easily recognized by 
chemical tests, while its symptoms and 
morbid anatomy are familiarly known to 
the medical profession. And yet, notwith- 
standing this, it is still, no doubt owing to 
the facility with which it may be procured 
and its old-established reputation, a favor- 
ite with the homicide. Mrs. Cotton, who 
was executed at Durham in 1873, was ar- 
raigned on four separate charges of pois- 
oning by arsenic. Mrs. Maybrick was 
convicted of having administered it to her 
husband in 1886. Mrs. Sherman, of New 
Haven, United States, was proved at her 
trial in 1885 to have disposed of three 
husbands and some seven or eight chil- 
dren and step-children by means of it. 
while in the same year Mrs. Robinson, of 
Somerville, Massachusetts, was shown to 
have been indebted to it for the disap- 
pearance of six members of her imme- 
diate family. 


Some Notorious Poisoners. 
“T am sorry to have to say so, but it is 


true that women and doctors are the 
classes which have supplied the most 
numerous and notorious poisoners. Man 
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bold and militant, is disposed to crimes 
of violence; women, weak and_ timid, 
when she stoops to crime, inclines to 
craft and cunning; and hence she has 
often sought, by the arrow that flieth in 
darkness, to remove a rival, resent in 
fidelity, avenge her wrongs, hide her 
shame, or gratify her cupidity. At certain 
periods, poisoning by women has been 
epidemic, and has anticipated the decrees 
of our modern divorce court. About the 
middle of the seventeenth century it was 
observed that young widows were ex- 
traordinarily abundant in Rome, and that 
most of the unhappy marriages were 
speedily dissolved by the illness and death 
of the husband; and inquiries set on foot 
by the Catholic clergy, who felt bound 
to make representations to Pope Alexan- 
der VII., resulted in the discovery of a 
secret society of young matrons, who 
met at the house of a reputed soceress 
for technical instruction in toxicology and 
mutual improvement in marital euthan- 
asia. A little later a similar organization 
was brought to-light in Paris, again by 
the action of the clergy, and here it was 
shown that under the guidance of two 
nominal midwives, La Voisin and La 
Vigoroux, large numbers of married wo- 
men had hastened the decease of their 
husbands. It was not until upwards of a 
hundred culprits of this description had 
died at the stake or on the gallows that 
this epidemic was stamped out. In Hun- 
gary, in the latter half of the seventeenth 
century, and again only a few years ago, 
extraordinary disclosures were made as 
to wholesale husband poisoning by wo- 
men of the peasant class, who, like the 
Roman and Parisian matrons, employed 
arsenic to compass their ends. 

“We can understand in some measure 
the partiality of female prisoners, acting 
individually or in numbers, for arsenic, 
and their rigorous adherence to ancient 
methods, by remembering that arsenic 
has been long employed in many coun- 
tries as the most popular domestic exter- 
minator of vermin, and has also been ex- 
tensively recognized as an article of toil- 
ette, so that they have been able to ob- 
tain it and explain their possession of it 
on these pretexts, but it is difficult to 
comprehend why poisoners of the other 
group a!luded to, medical men, should 
have displayed such poverty of resource 
as is manifest in their published mis- 
deeds; and should have confined them- 
selves so strictly to the contents of Sched- 
ule A. One would have thought that med- 
ical men, with their knowledge of drugs 
and command over them, would have 
been able to ring the changes in an infin- 
ite variety of ways, to employ alkaloidal 
and other organic poisons in such a man- 
ner and in such combinations as to per- 
plex the clinical observer, baffle the path- 
ologist, and set at naught the skill of the 
analyst. But not so. With what might al- 
most be called infatuation they have all 
but invariably worked on the old grooves. 
and carefully prepared a net for their own 
ensnarement. For the most part they 
have trusted to the inorganic pois- 
ons, which, owing to their unalterable 
character, ease of purification and defin- 
iteness of reaction can be identified in 
the body with mathematical certainty, and 
when an alkaloid has been essayed it has 
been strychnine, which, of all the alka- 
loids, in unalterability and definiteness of 
reaction, approaches most closely to the 
inorganic poisons, and to which, too, very 
conclusive physiological tests can be ap- 
plied. The rarer and more fugacious al- 
kaloids, which I am not even going to 


name, and which, when detected, it would 
be impossible to affirm, might not be put- 
refactive products—ptomaines, albumin- 
oses and peptones—which result from the 
decomposition of the tissues, or of in- 
gested food, have, as far as we know, 
never been tried, and even nicotine, the 
most widely diffused of alkaloids, with 
which, I suppose, a third of the popula- 
tion is always poisoned, more or less, has 
not been resorted to with premeditated 
malice, except in one case, that of the 
Count Bocarme, who poisoned with it, in 
five minutes, his wife’s brother Fougnies, 
although in the body of a murdered 
smoker it might well pass as a relic of the 
pipe or cigarette. I cannot recall a case 
in which a medical poisoner has gone be- 
yond Schedule A. Palmer used strych- 
nine. Smethurse antimony, Pritchard an- 
timony, Cross arsenic, Lamson acon- 
ite, Chantrelle, who, although not a 
doctor, was a chemist, morphia, and Ta- 
well, who was a chemist and druggist, 
hydrocyanic acid. Such are the ignor- 
ance, stupidity, and rashness revealed in a 
review of the trials of these medical pois- 
oners that one is forced to conclude that 
they were like the miscreants who carry 
on illicit lines of practice at the present 
day, medical men only in name, profes- 
sional pariahs and failures, and that in 
them, as in the criminal classes generally. 
intellectual incapacity was associated with 
moral debasement. Not one instance have 
we amongst them of average ability, to 
say nothing of originality or genius, in 
their nefarious transactions. 


Of Medical Poisoners. 


“True, it may be said, that the medical 
poisoners who have been brought to jus- 
tice have been the clumsy and incompe- 
tent members of their class. The bung- 
lers, it may be argued, have been caught, 
while the adepts have escaped suspicion. 
It is, I fear, correct that there have been 
and are cases of undetected poisoning. In 
almost every instance in which a medical 
poisoner has been convicted there have 
been good grounds for believing that he 
had had other victims besides the one 
whose death was brought home to him, 
and several medical men in large prac- 
tice have told me that in their professional 
experience they have come upon cases in 
which they have had grave misgivings 
that poisoning was being or had been at- 
tempted. It may be that medical men 
have availed themselves of the discover- 
ies of modern science for wicked and un- 
lawful ends: and have lived on in the 
odor of professional sanctity unsuspected; 
but there is some consolation in the re- 
flection that the more scientific a man is 
the less likely is he to stoop to any abuse 
of power that science puts in his hands: 
and that the improved education of the 
medical profession renders its members 
more expert than they have hitherto been 
in the recognition of the symptoms of 
poisoning of various kinds. 

“But here I must point out to you that, 
as regards the future of toxicology, very 
serious considerations arise, for numerous 
new poisons are being yearly added to 
our list: and many of these it is, and must 
always be, impossible to track and iden- 
tify. Henceforth, the medical man or 
scientific expert desiring to remove any 
human stumbling-block in his way. if able 
to shake off old traditions, will not, un- 
less demented, select his weapon from 
Schedule A, but from the recently discov- 
ered organic poisons that may be used 
with absolute impunity as regards de- 
tection. 
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“As you know, we have of late years 
been enlarging our views as to the part 
played by poisons in the causation of dis- 
ease, and have remodeled our pathology 
on a toxaemic basis. We know now that 
the human body, even in its normal state, 
is a cupboard of poisons, harmless as 
long as they remain shut up in their own 
box, bottle, vessel, wrapper, or cover, but 
capable when let loose of inducing disas- 
trous and even fatal consequences to their 
individual owner or to his neighbors, for 
human beings in too close aggregation 
poison each other. Many of the ordin- 
ary constituents of the blood and tissues, 
such as carbonic acid and potash salts, 
are poisons, and many of the ingredients 
of the secretions of glands and of the 
products of assimilation are toxic in their 
effects, and set up morbid states, such as 
cholaemia, uraemia, diabetic coma, and 
stercoraemia, when introduced into the 
general circulation. And not only is the 
human body packed with home-made 
poisons, but it is being constantly plied 
with poisons from without. The soil it 
dwells on, the air it breathes, the water it 
drinks, the food it eats, teem with micro- 
organisms, some of which are poison- 
mongers of a virulent type, that quickly 
avail themselves of any lodgment given 
them in the body under favorable condi- 
tions to carry on their various practices, 
It has been demonstrated that a large 
number of the diseases that figure most 
largely in our bills of mortality, are due 
to the action of poisons of complex com- 
position—some alkaloids, some modified 
proteids, some of unknown _ structure 
manufactured in the protoplasm; of mic- 
robes of such infinite minuteness that 
thousands of millions of them may be 
present in a single grain of matter, and 
that find their way into the body from 
without. As regards these pathogenic or 
disease-causing microbes, it is now prac- 
ticable to cultivate many of them in suit- 
able artificial media outside the body, to 
reproduce the cultivations for many gen- 
erations, each capable of causing all the 
symptoms of the original malady when 
inoculated into animals,-and to separate 
from them the toxins to which their ef- 
fects are due. The true upas tree turns 
out to be a microscopic fungus. 


Pathogenic Microbes and Toxins as Poisons. 


“Now pray observe that pathogenic mic- 
robes and their toxins when introduced 
into the organism, either by accident or 
design, set up, not like old-fashioned pois- 
ons, organic or inorganic, a group of 
symptoms distinctive and unique, easily 
recognizable and not attributable to nat- 
ural causes, but a disease to which anyone 
is liable, which may be prevalent in the 
neighborhood at the time, and which may 
be contracted in a variety of ways. Pray 
note further that these pathogenic mic- 
robes and their toxins, when they have 
proved fatal, leave behind them either no 
traces or only the usual post-mortem ap- 
pearances of a disease, and not, as in the 
case of the old-fashioned poisons, distinc- 
tive lesions, and substances capable of 
chemical identification that could have no 
legitimate business in the body, unless 
taken as medicine. 

“It is highly probable then, I think, 
that the medical or scientific poisoner of 
the future will resort to the pathogenic 
microbes and their toxins, and will in- 
duce a disease which it would be im- 
possible to say might not have been con- 
tracted in the usual way. As our knowl- 
edge of the life history and habits of 
these microbes extends, and our skill in 








manipulating them increases, the number 
of them available for felonious purposes 
will become considerable; but even now 
there are not a few that might pe em- 
ployed with homicidal intent. Of these 
microbes that have hitherto been culti- 
vated outside the body, and that when 
administered to human beings, not im- 
mune, either naturally or by previous at- 
tacks, produce a specific disease, the tub- 
ercle bacillus and that of actinomycosis 
would be too slow and uncertain in their 
actions for a murderer’s purpose, and that 
of anthrax would probably awaken sus- 
picion if employed upon anyone not a 
wool-sorter or engaged in the slaughter 
of animals. But it is not inconceivable 
that the bacilli of typhoid fever, of pneu- 
monia, of bubonic plague, of enteritis, and 
of malignant oedema, the vibrio of Asiatic 
cholera, the Staphylococcus aureus of 
suppuration, the spirillum of relapsing 
fever, might be made to find their way 
into the system by the digestive canal, 
and thus set up their destructive opera- 
tions. A little disorder of the stomach 
having been first induced by some indis- 
cretion in diet, the organism correspond- 
ing with typhoid fever or cholera reared 
in a test tube might be administered in 
apparently pure water so as to cause these 
diseases, and the water in which they were 
administered, although it teemed with 
them, might be submitted to the examin- 
ation of the chemist, and, in the absence 
of other organic matter, be pronounced by 
him of great organic purity. Mixed with 
milk, the bacilli of diphtheria and of 
glanders would readily find their way to 
the follicles of the tonsils, for which they 
have a special affinity, and thence diffuse 
their pernicious influence; while in cool 
beef tea, or broth, or gruel, several other 
pathogenic microbes could be smuggled 
into the citadel of life, where, once es- 
tablished, they would increase and multi- 
ply at a prodigious rate. When sterilized 
broth, to which typhoid fever bacilli have 
been added in the proportion of two hun- 
dred and forty-six to the cubic centimeter, 
is kept for twenty-four hours in the incu- 
bator at blood heat, it is found that at 
the end of that time there are twenty mil- 
lions of these bacilli to the cubic centi- 
meter. The spores of certain pathogenic 
microbes which offer enormous resistance 
to inimical influence might be stored for 
an indefinite period, to be planted as 
death seedsatany convenient opportunity. 
A few pathogenic microbes even exist in 
Nature, ready to the murderer's hand, 
without any preparation. Infanticide 
might be practiced with tolerable cer- 
tainty with milk from the tuberculous 
udder of a cow. Even in the case of the 
larger parasites, as for example Echino- 
coccus veterinorum and_ Bellharazia 
haemotibia, their ova might be given in 
water and produce very severe illness and 
death. , 

“The risk, from the poisoner’s point of 
view, that pathogenic microbes, surrep- 
titiously conveyed into the body, might 
not prove fatal, but induce an attack of 
disease ending in recovery, may yet be 
obviated by the improvement of our cul- 
tural methods. Such microbes are ex- 
ceedingly susceptible to the influence of 
external conditions and diet, and by a 
slight change of temperature or the ad- 
dition of a minute quantity of a chemical 
substance to the fluid in which they are 
grown, or by associating them with other 
depraved bacilli, those of them that are 
comparatively benign may be raised to a 
high degree of virulence. The connois- 
seur in poisoning of the future might, 
therefore, having caught his microbe, 








nourish and train it into intense malig- 
nancy and ferocity, and make sure of its 
doing its deadly work. 


The Poisonous Energy of Toxins. 


“I have been speaking of the possible 
use of disease-causing bacilli for homici- 
dal purposes, and I would next remind 
you that the toxins derived from them are 
still more readily capable of being put 
to the same vile use. By the cultivation of 
certain specific microbes in special media 
powerful toxins have been produced 
which.in very small quantities cause fatal 
results in a very short time, with symp- 
toms difficult if not impossible to differen- 
tiate and refer back to their source. The 
toxins of tubercle, of glanders, of typhoid 
fever, of tetanus, of diphtheria, of plague, 
of cholera, have thus been separated, can 
be preserved for a longer or shorter per- 
iod, and administered with lethal effects. 
Such toxins might be given by hypoder- 
mic injections, mixed with or in place 
of the medicines which are now so com- 
monly administered in that way, or they 
might be planted on any small wound, 
scratch or abrasion on the surface of the 
skin, and even should a medical atten- 
dant of unusually keen penetration sus- 
pect their criminal administration, he dare 
scarcely express his belief that there was 
anything wrong, for it might be that the 
poison came into the system quite inno- 
cently. Dr. Sims Woodhead has lately 
come across cases in which erysipelas and 
anthrax have been set up by the inocula- 
tion of the infective material carried by 
flies, gnats, and bugs, and his observation 
is one of great importance in its medico- 
legal aspect, and well justifies our insec- 
ticidal instincts, for it is clear that an 
army of toxiferous fleas, flies, or bugs 
manoeuvring at large might do enor- 
mous damage. 

“The poisonous energy of some of these 
microbic toxins which I have mentionea 
is extraordinary, and far exceeds anything 
for which our knowledge of even the most 
potent of the old vegetable alkaloids has 
prepared us. Two-tenths of a_ milli- 
gramme of tuberculin injected into the 
human body, sixty trillion times its 
weight, raises the temperature of its 
whole mass several degrees, and one mil- 
ligramme of tetanus toxin will kill a 
horse, or six hundred million times its 
own weight of living tissue. In order to 
cause death it is necessary to inject only 
one five-hundredth part as much tetanine 
as atropine and one hundred and thirtieth 
part as against strychnine. It is, there- 
fore, obvious that we have, in these mic- 
robic toxins, poisons of tremendous en- 
ergy, that by the very minuteness of the 
doses by which they demolish animal life 
lend themselves specially to criminal de- 
signs in the hands of those who are ac- 
quainted with their properties and are 
capable of preparing them. 

“But in addition to the pathogenic bac- 
teria properly so called to which, with 
their toxins, I have been referring, there 
are others which, although they do not 
induce diseases known to our nosologies, 
yet fabricate strong toxins—ptomaines, 
and similar chemical bodies—which when 
administered to animals cause rapid 
poisoning, and which presumably would 
have the same effect if administered to 
human beings. The common saprophy- 
tes, proteus, vulgaris, Bacillus coli com- 
munis, Bacillus mesentericus, Bacillus 
prodigiosus and vibrio of Finkler, are 
known to produce toxins, and ‘theoretic- 
ally,’ says Professor Klein, ‘there is no 
reason why some specialist should not 
discover methods and media by and in 
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which these and other saprophytes might 
create powerful toxins which, even in 
— doses, would cause an acute fatal re- 
sult. 

“About six weeks ago eight cases of 
serious illness and two deaths occurred 
at Surbiton from ptomaine poisoning, 
caused by a joint of lamb which was not 
itself offensive or unpalatable, but had 
stood near a tongue that was putrid and 
maggoty. ‘The poisons found in tinned 
meats, sardines, hams, veal pies, etc.— 
ptomaines, alkaloids, and toxins—may be 
derived, says Professor Crookshank, 
‘from the action of putrefactive bacteria, 
or of specific bacteria, as for example in 
the meat of animals that have died of an- 
thrax, and may be extracted from the sus- 
pected food and tested by administration 
to animals.’ ” 

(To be continued.) 


Strontium Arsenite Preferable to 
Potassium Arsenite. 


L. L. Solomon advocates the substitu- 
tion of strontium for potassium arsenite 
on the ground that the strontium salt is 
less irritating when used continuously for 
a long time. The formula proposed by 
Dr. Solomon (Am. Pract. and Neus.) is 
as follows: 


Potassium bicarbonate ......... 20 grs. 
Strontium arsenite .......+.0+-++ 4.8 grs. 
MGM i wactcnanncdednaatasas cused % dr. 
Compound spirit of orange ..... : > a 
fF 


— 
Distilled water, enough to make 1 oz. 


Triturate the strontium arsenite with 
ten grains of potassium bicarbonate; 
transfer to a small porcelain capsule, and 
add two drams of distilled water. Apply 
heat up to the boiling point; decant the 
clear solution and add a small quantity 
of the remainder of the potassium bicar- 
bonate and one dram of water to the 
residue, boiling again and then decant- 
ing the clear solution. Continue to boil 
the residue as before, each time with a 
small quantity of the potassium bicar- 
bonate and about one dram of water, or 
less, until the entire residue is dissolved. 
The compound spirit of orange is dis- 
solved in one-half dram of alcohol, and 
the syrup added. The solution is now 
filtered, and sufficient water added to 
bring the total quantity up to one ounce. 


The Valuation of Aromatic Water— 
While the general method of valuation of 
aromatic waters, as worked out by Bec- 
kurts, Freerichs, Ewers and Arny (Phar. 
Zeit. 1897, No. 88, 1898, No. 80) is based 
upon the recognition of the ethereal oil as 
the sole active principle, this is not quite 
exact, since there are other constituents 
in the drug from which the distilled aro- 
matic waters are obtained which are car- 
ried over and become a portion of the 
distillate. Karl Dieterich (Pharm. Cen- 
tral. 1898, No. 43) has studied this sub- 
ject and states that the plant wax should 
be taken into consideration, as it is this 
substance which causes the cloudiness in 
the fresh distillate. Dieterich holds that 
this wax also materially affects the char- 
acter of the odor, besides acting as a 
carrier for the oil, particularly in the 
water distilled from chamomile, balm, 
peppermint, elder flowers and tillia. Diet- 
erich finds grave faults in the various 
methods which have heretofore been pro- 
posed for the estimation of aromatic 
waters. 
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Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information 
bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordially invite our friends 


to make use of this column. 


The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the communica- 
tion, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we make it a rule to pay 
no regard to anonymous correspondence. 























Odorless Butter Coloring.—G. H. S.— 
The following is accounted a formula 
that yields a satisfactory odorless butter 
coloring: 


DY ¢oscSbsieksbaporseseoese % oz. 
Sodium bicarbonate ............ 41% ozs 
DE Kk ccsusnnncsiesaucbssnbuns’s 8 ozs 
POE: GENS cccncccctevsovcses 8 ozs 


Soften the annatto with about 2 ounces 
of water, using the heat of a water bath; 
stir in about 2 ounces of the sodium bi- 
carbonate, evaporate to dryness and mix 
with the remainder of the soda and the 
other ingredients. 

MacEwan, in his “Pharmaceutical For- 
mulas,” states that vegetable annatto is 
being replaced by aniline orange, the fol- 
lowing being recommended as a popular 
coloring: 

1 oz. 

160 fl. ozs. 


@il soluble aniline orange .... 
OT eae eee eee 

Dissolve the color in the oil by gentle 
warming. Cotton-seed oil may be used 
in place of olive oil. A teaspoonful of the 
coloring is sufficient for 10 gallons of 
cream. 


Cigar Speckling Fluid.—_N. B.—The 
process of marking artificially on cigar 
wrappers the light yellow spots, which 
makes cigars so marked preferred by 
smokers, consists of the application of 
some active oxidizing agent, such as solu- 
tion of chlorinated soda, nitric acid in 
proper dilution, or hydrogen dioxide solu- 
tion. 

We had occasion recently to examine 
some samples of a liquid and powder used 
by a firm of cigarmakers to give the 
wrapper of an inferior tobacco the ap- 
pearance of the speckled Sumatra leaf, 
and we found the powder to consist of 
ammonium carbonate, while the liquid 
was a fairly concentrated solution of 
H.O2. The mode of using the speckling 
material is to dissolve one part of the 
powdered ammonium’ carbonate _ in 
twenty-five parts of the solution of hydro- 
gen dioxide. The spots are then pro- 
duced by touching the dry leaf with this 
solution on the end of a pointed stick. 

Several patents have been obtained for 
methods of spotting tobacco leaves arti- 
ficially, and the following solution is said 
to be in use by a large firm of cigar man- 
ufacturers. 


Sodium carbonate ............... 3 parts 
OOO GMB 5. cnsescneceess 1 part 
OE, “ME Saxe cieskecceeccucb ech 8 parts 


Dissolve the washing-soda in the hot 
water, add the chlorinated lime and heat 
the mixture to the boiling temperature 
for three minutes. When cool, decant into 
earthenware or stoneware jugs, cork 
tightly, and keep in a cool place. The 


corks of jugs not intended for immediate 
use should be covered with a piece of 
bladder or strong parchment paper, and 
tightly tied down to prevent the escape 
of gas and consequent weakening of the 
bleaching powder of the fluid. The pre- 
pared liquid is sprinkled on the tobacco, 
the latter being then exposed to light and 
air, when, it is said, the disagreeable odor 
produced soon disappears. 

As a matter of information, it may be 
stated that the speckled appearance of 
certain tobacco wrappers as they are re- 
ceived in the natural state is due to the 
work of a species of fungus that attacks 
the growing tobacco. The tobacco grown 
on the Island of Sumatra in the Dutch 
East Indies is found very frequently 
speckled in this way, especially the to- 
bacco which comes from a certain dis- 
trict famed for the fine quality of the 
leaf. Cigars made from it are much es- 
teemed by smokers who like a mixed 
cigar. 


Incompatible Prescription.—C. C. C. 
—The sample of incompatible prescrip- 
tion has not been received at this office. 
You do not state the character of the in- 
compatibility. Did the mass deliquesce 
or crumble? State what change took 
place, and send a duplicate sample of the 
product. 


Photo Paste.—H. C. L.—Pastes that 
liquefy on working up or heating usually 
consist of a jelly of isinglass or refined 
gelatin. The most satisfactory paste for 
use as a photo mountant has the following 
composition: 


White dextrin 


Water, h’t’d about 160 deg. F. 12% fl. ey 
eS en 3 dps. 
Ree EE Gacpuberccensnpscedecns 3 dps. 


Dissolve the dextrin in the hot water 
by stirring, and when cool, add the oils 
and stir until a smooth cream results. 
Pour the paste in suitable vessels, glass 
wide-mouth bottles or porcelain jars: 
cork and place in a cool place for about 
one week to allow the paste to congeal 
and ripen. 

The following formula yields a very 
satisfactory gelatin paste, and is espec- 
ially recommended for mounting photo- 
graphs: 


Best refined gelatin 
Water 


Sbesnehuwe 4 ozs. 
bebvasnsebeVib ial ekeckuaes 16 fl. ozs. 

Soak, dissolve on a water bath and add 
when somewhat cooled 


Glycerin 
Alcohol 


Elliman’s Embrocation.—West Indies. 
—This is understood to be composed of 
the following ingredients: 
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Oil OE SUCHEN’ .....6650s500 ¥% fi. oz. 

CON OE BRINE ooo cic ascicccs see's 3 fi. drs. 

ee PE rr 1 fi. dr. 
Se Sree 130 grs 
CBUSHC BORER ..0005050055-200 10 grs. 
SONNE (05 Niosscuntashenes ehccabu ne 16 fi. ozs. 
Dissolve the potassa and soap in 2 


fluid ounces of hot water; then add the 
oils in divided portions until a creamy 
emulsion is formed; lastly incorporate the 
remainder of the water. 


Book on Fluid Extracts.—J. P. F. 
asks us to give him the name of a work 
containing definite formulas for the manu- 
facture of fluid extracts by the methods 
and with the menstrua used by manufac- 
turing pharmacists. He also asks us to 
suggest a menstruum and process for ex- 
hausting the powdered drugs in com- 
pound syrup of white pine. 

In reply to the first inquiry, we would 
state that nearly every manufacturing firm 
follows methods and processes of its own 
in the manufacture of fluid extracts, 
though they may adhere with a certain 
degree of fidelity to the pharmacopoeial 
directions for insuring a definite strength 
in the finished product. The growmg 
use of extensive machinery plants makes 
it necessary for those who manufacture on 
a large scale to adopt such processes of 
their own as may suggest themselves by 
considerations of convenience and econ- 
omy. It is therefore obvious that infor- 
mation regarding processes of this kind 
is not available for publication; this in- 
formation forms part of the manufacturing 
secrets possessed by all firms who do a 
large manufacturing business. In addi- 
tion to the information on the subject of 
the manufacture of fluid extracts obtain- 
able in the Dispensatories and the Na- 
tional Formulary, a little work published 
by Joseph Harrop, of Columbus, O., may 
be consulted to advantage. It is entitled 
“A Monograph on Fluid Extracts, Solid 
Extracts and Oleo-Resins,’” and can be 
obtained through the American Drug- 
gist Publishing Co. 


Menstruum for Syrup White Pine 
Comp.—J. P. F.—The process for the 
manufacture of syrup white pine com- 
pound, official in the National Formulary, 
yields a satisfactory compound, and for 
the sake of uniformity, if for nothing else, 
it is always better to follow this standard. 
One of the disappointments which physi- 
cians experience in ordering galenical 
compounds, such as the one named, and 
syrup eriodyction—and one which is fre- 
quently complained of by both physician 
and patient—is the difference in both ap- 
pearance and taste of the same compound 
when dispensed in different drug stores. 
The National Formulary was compiled 
for the purpose of placing in the possess- 
ion of druggists a standard recipe book 
from which physicians might be able to 
select preparations of known strength and 
appearance, and by which pharmacists 
would be able to present these prepara- 
tions in a form uniform in both constitu- 
tion, appearance and taste, no matter in 
what pharmacy purchased. Reference to 
the files of the AMERICAN DrucetsT for 
the past five years will afford a good deal 
of information respecting alternative pro- 
cesses for preparing this syrup. 


Laxative Syrup of Tamarinds.—M. 
E. A.—Two formulas for this syrup were 
printed in the Druccist for September 
10, on p. 274. Our readers would do well 
when in search of information to look 
through the contents of our recent issues 
before writing us. 
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Stupent’s Hanp-Book oF MusHROOMS OF 
AMERICA, EDIBLE AND Po.sonous. By Thomas 
Taylor, M.D., author of “Food Products,” etc. 
iMustrations in color and half-tone. 8vo. Price, 
$2.50, a“: a = cloth, $3, net. Wash: 
ington, Rea R. Taylor, 288 Massachu- 
setts avenue, N. 

The volume cade us is based upon the 
work done by the author as microscopist 
of the Department of Agriculture, the 
first published records of which took the 
form of a paper on , Twelve Edible 
Mushrooms of the U. S.,” which appeared 
in the annual report of the Department of 
Agriculture for 1885. The author subse- 
quently prepared a series of articles and 
plates on the subject, which were issued 
in pamphlet form by the Department of 
Agriculture to the number of more than 
3ti.000. These pamphlets, though still in 
demand, are now entirely out of print, 
and this fact has been largely instrumen- 
tal in inducing Dr. Taylor to revise, rear- 
range and add to the matter contained 
therein and issue the whole in book form. 
While the colored plates are the same as 
those used in the Department pamphlet, 
the author has added a number of half- 
tone illustrations, prepared specially for 
the present volume. 

The work is devoted chiefly to a de- 
scription of the edible and poisonous 
mushrooms commonly found in our 
woods and fields, accompanied by fine il- 
lustrations in color and half-tone. Par- 
ticular pains have evidently been taken in 
these descriptions to point out the speci- 
fic differences between the poisonous and 
edible varieties. A large number of edi- 
ble species are described, and much in- 
formation of a practical character is given 
in the chapters devoted to the poisonous 
varieties, including data as to experi- 
ments made with them and with their 
poisonous alkaloids and the antidotes 
thereto, etc. 

Synopses of the old as well as of the 
latest systems of classification are given, 
together with analytical keys, a glossary 
of terms used in describing mushrooms, 
suggestions for the cultivation and cook- 
ing of mushrooms, etc. 

The volume will undoubtedly prove of 
great interest and practical value to that 
rapidly growing class which appreciates 
the food value of the fungi. We are in- 
formed by the publisher that this appreci- 
ation has already taken tangible shape in 
the form of numerous orders for the 
work, and we have no doubt that it will 
continue to grow in popularity as it be- 
comes more widely known. 

A Text-Book oF MaTerRIaA MEDICA, THERAPEU- 
TICS AND PHaRMAcoLOoGy. By George Frank 
Butler, Ph.G., 3} Professor of Materia 
Medica and Clinical Medicine in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Medical Depart- 
ment of the University of I!linois a, Second 
edition, revised. Philadelphia: We B. Saun- 


ders. 925 Walnut street, 1898. (Cloth, $4; sheep, 
or half-morocco, $5, net.) 


The general arrangement of this book, 
which is intended chiefly for the use of 
students of medicine, is excellent. The 
author adopts a new classification, in 
which therapeutics takes first rank. He 
recognizes two great classes of remedial 
agents. First. those used in cases which 
cannot be relieved by a single dose of 
any remedy. Second, those employed 
in cases which are susceptible of immedi- 
ate relief by the exhibition of a single 
dose. 


In the first class of cases the remedies 
are styled “disease remedies.” Class it. 
consists of “symptom medicines.” The 
various sub-divisions of Class I. include 
restoratives, alteratives and antiseptics. 
In the group of symptom medicines we 
find antispasmodics, antipyretics and as- 
tringents. Topical remedies are classed 
separately, and include caustics, vesicants, 
rubefacients, emollients, demulcents and 
protective agents. 

There is a chapter on prescriptions, 
which treats of the combination of drugs, 
incompatibiles and prescription writing. 
The book closes with two very complete 
indexes—diseases and their remedies and 
a general index. Reference to the pages 
on which the drugs are treated in ex- 
tenso is facilitated by the use in the 
general index of bold-face figures. 

The book will, without doubt, become 
more generally recognized as a text-book 
for colleges (it is little more than a year 
old) as its value becomes better known. 
As a supplementary work of reference for 
students of pharmacy, it should take a 
definite place. 


A Pocket Mepicat Dictionary giving the pro- 
nunciation and definition of the principal 
words used in —_ and the collateral sci- 
ences. By Geo M. Gould, A.M., 53 
author of the ‘ ‘Tiivstrated Medical Dictionary,” 

“The Student’s Medical Dictionary;” Editor 
of the Philadelphia Medical Journal; President, 
1893-1894, American Academy of Medicine. A 
new edition entirely rewritten and enlarged, 
including over 21,000 words. Philadelphia: P. 
Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1012 Walnut street, 
1898. (Price, $1.) 


There are difficulties inherent to the 
work of abridging dictionaries which are 
insurmountable, if one is inclined to be 
critical of the result. In a dictionary of 
technical terms, however, these difficul- 
ties are much diminished, as the principal 
need in such dictionaries is to furnish a 
definition of words which either have a 
definite specific use, differing from the 
words in ordinary use, or the employment 
of which is confined to the particular 
branch of science and art treated of. The 
handy little volume before us steers a 
happy course between the difficulties of 
inserting words so common as to be uni- 
versally understood, or those whose use 
is sO rare, even in medicine, as to make 
their comprehension of comparatively lit- 
tle importance save to specialists in 
some particular field of medicine. 

As a specimen of the bookmaker’s art, 
the little volume is deserving of the high- 
est commendation. The print is clear, 
without being unnecessarily large; the 
paper is of excellent quality, and yet so 
thin that the 500 odd pages which make 
up the volume do not make it too bulky. 
The flexible leather binding makes it ad- 
mirably adapted for use as a pocket book. 


Tue Puysician’s Visitinc List (Lindsay & 
Blakiston’s) for 1899, with special memoran- 
dum pages. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son 
& Co., 1012 Walnut street. 


In addition to being a good article of 
sale to physicians, a visiting list affords 
a very acceptable holiday gift from the 
druggist to the doctor who sends pre- 
scriptions to him. Lindsay & Blakiston’s 
Physician’s Visiting List has many points 
to commend it to the busy practitioner, 
and its simplicity of arrangement is not 
the least. 


Geschichte der Pharmacie, Unter Mit- 
wirkung Angesheuer Historiker und 
Fachgenossen. Herausgegeben von Dr. 


J. B. Berendes, Apotheker. Ernst Gun- 
thers verlag. Erste Lieferung; jede Lie- 
ferung, 2 mk. 
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Pleased with Our Reports. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: Many thanks for the last copy of 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL REcORD containing a full and 
very elaborate report of the three dif- 
ferent “drug meetings” held in St. Louis 
last month. 

Your editorial, “Retailers United at 
Last,” pleased me very much. Your 
views and recommendations contained 
therein are correct and to the point, and 
I, for one, am glad to know that you are 
ready and willing to assist our National 
Association of Retail Druggists in their 
just cause, and I hope that every phar- 
maceutical journal in the land will do 
likewise. 

Pau. G. ScHuH. 

Cairo, Ill., Nov. 7, 1898. 


The Storage of the Label Stock. 
To the Editor: 

Sir: During the past year I have done 
relief work in different parts of this 
county, and in every place I have been 
impressed by the losses that occur 
through the careless storing of gummed 
labels. 

In every place I have found the sur- 
plus stock of labels piled in one box, 
each kind being confined in a bundle by 
an elastic band or strongly tied with 
twine. This constant strain upon the 
package soon solidifies it into a mass 
and results in a loss amounting in many 
cases to 50 per cent of the stock ordered. 
One thousand labels can be purchased 
for just twice what two hundred and 
fifty labels cost and the druggist who 
practices economy in buying should see 
that his clerks use such care in storing 
stock as to prevent deterioration in its 
value. 

The following plan of storing the sur- 
plus labels, as now followed in my store, 
has many advantages that more than re- 
pay the slight labor involved in carrying 
it into effect: 

In the first place I decided that the 
strings, bands, etc., must be removed 
from the packages, and this led me at 
once to the main point of my =, foi@rs 
each kind must be kept in a box by it- 
self. On examining my stock of empty 
pasteboard boxes I found about four 
dozen that had contained single packages 
of face powder. These boxes measured 
3 inches by 3 inches by 2} inches, and I 
found them admirably adapted to my pur- 
pose, each box holding the surplus that 
remained from one thousand labels after 
filling my label case. After pasting a 
label, similar to the contents, upon the 
blank side of the box, I procured some 
small brass ring staples, and _ after 
passing one through the side of each 
box, clinched it upon the inside, thus 
furnishing a serviceable pull for 
same. Lastly I made a pigeonholed rack 
to accommodate the boxes and arranged 
them therein in alphabetical order. The 
actual outlay involved was twenty cents 
for the ring-staples. This plan of stor- 
ing labels requires but little more room 
than those in general use, and by it labels 
are always kept in good shape and the 
alphabetical arrangement permits any 
label to be found at a glance. E. W. 
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The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisement 
submitted, and to suggest improvements. Questions 
answered and advice given. | 


, : 
| Business Hints. 


PRACTICAL DISCUSSION OF STORE METHODS AND | 
ADVERTISING. 


By Ulysses G. Manning. 




















| 
iL 
HOLIDAY ADVERTISING. 





HE amount of advertising that you 
should do depends upon the size 
of your stock. Whatever you do, 

plan it at once and start early. If you 
wait until everybody else gets to adver- 
tising heavily, you lose an important ad- 
vantage. By beginning early you get 
people’s attention first; get them to 
thinking about you and your goods be- 
fore someone else gets hold of them. The 
majority of buyers will wait until the last 
days, but they are thinking about their 
purchases, and it is well to get them to 
thinking about your goods. You can in- 
duce some early buying and more early 
looking by keeping the advantage of 


early choosing before the public. Strive 
to help people in their buying. Make 
your advertising suggestive. Tell about 


your goods in detail, and tell why they 
are especially desirable. 

Advertising is carefully read at holiday 
time. People are looking for help, and it 
pays to make your advertising helpful. 
Don’t deal in generalities or try to cover 
your whole line in a single ad. Aim di- 
rectly at somebody. Take each article or 
line and present its merits as forcibly as 
possible, and tell for whom it is most 
suited. Present your gifts for men, wo- 
men or children separately. You can 
talk various lines if your ad. be big 
enough, but keep them separate; tell about 
one thing at a time. If your advertising 
is to be made helpful, you must not leave 
it to customers to sort your goods, 
to consider their availability as gifts. Do 
the sorting yourself, make the decisions 
yourself; your judgment will have weight. 
If you have anything new this year, keep 
it prominent. People are looking for 
new things, and novelties help to get 
them into the store. 

If you purpose using circulars, and can 
get out but one lot, if will be well to get 
enough for two distributions, covering 
your territory at once with half of them 
and putting out the remainder a week 
before Christmas. A booklet is better 


than a circular if you can afford it. A 


number of good booklets are reviewed 
in this department during the first 
months of the year, and you may get 
some good suggestions by referring to 
your files. 

Booklets or circulars should be good. 
Good includes good paper, good ink and 
good press work. The day of the or- 
dinary print paper circular is past. A 
fair quality of book paper can be had 
these days for four cents a pound, and it 
is extravagance to use anything cheaper. 

Where you have good _ newspapers, 
chief reliance can be placed on them. 
This will be a good season for those who 
are conservative in the matter of news- 
paper advertising to experiment with 
larger ads., frequently changed. Make 
a little splurge this year and see if your 
faith in advertising is not increased. Con- 
ditions are more favorable for holiday 
trade than last year, and also more fav- 
orable for aggressive advertising. Change 
your ads. often as the buying season ap- 
proaches; a change in every issue of the 
paper is the ideal way. 

se Ft 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 
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The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
offers a prize of One Dollar, each 
issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 

| vertisement. The prize is this time 
| awarded to Mr. James C, Hakes, 
| Jersey City, N. J. | 

















The prize advertisement in its original 
form occupied one side of an eighth- 
sheet circular (5x8). This circular is bet- 
ter than the average, and is worthy of 
the inspection of druggists who are push- 
ing special preparations. The subject is 
treated in a straightforward manner, and 
with that simplicity which convinces. The 
writer takes the public into his confi- 
dence; he frankly gives information that 
will appeal to mothers and which will 
sell his remedy. 

Omitting the paragraph relating to the 
formula and action of the remedy, what 
remains is the ordinary cough cure ad.— 
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all assertion with no argument or proof. 
Restore this paragraph and you have a 
well-balanced and convincing ad. 

The circular could be improved im 
places; for instance, the second sentence 
is a little shaky when you come to ana- 
lyze it. It would have been better to 
have discredited adult remedies by re- 
ferring to their narcotic properties or 
their liability to constipate. 


es Fe 
Christmas Ads. 
A couple of ads. used by Mr. W. W. 


Marmon, Bloomington, Ill., last year, are 
reproduced for the suggestions they may 
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This Syrup is prepared especially for & 
*¢ Infants and very young Children. 4 
° It is far sperior to the ordinary Cough y 
** preparations, which are so strong that 
*° they cannot be given to ‘Babies or have 4 
** to be given in such very small doses % 
** that they do no good. It is very pleas- “ 
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** harmful in any way. “ 
» 4 It can be given to the youngest In- &%& 
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%? cures the Cold. The Castor Oil, which 4 
*“¢ is rendered tasteless by the Gum Ara- 
* bic, acts as a gentle laxative on the 
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Prize Advertisement. 
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afford others. In their original setting, 
which cannot be fully imitated here, they 
were very attractive. As part of a con- 
siderable series, they doubtless fulfilled 
their mission well. 

The general tone of these ads. ‘s worth 
noting and imitating. They showed as 
though there was a good store back of 
them, as, in fact, there was. 

set Ft 
Clear and Concise. 


H. F. Ruhl, Manheim, Pa., submits 
ads. for competition and criticism. They 
are all good, fully up to this advertiser’s 
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standard, but fail in the competition be- 
cause opposed by ads. judged better bus- 
iness-bringers in some respects. One of 
these ads. is reproduced. If anyone wants 
an exercise in conciseness, let him try to 
abbreviate this ad. without cutting the 
story. 
et et 


A Lack of Contrast. 

E. Q. A. submits an announcement 
and a couple of ads. They are all fairly 
good. One on disinfectants is best, be- 
cause it contains information and prices. 
The display would have been improved 
had the word “Disinfectants” been still 
bolder and had the remainder of the ad. 
been set in somewhat smaller type. There 
is a lack of contrast. All of the ads. 
would be improved by a border. The 
ad. Witch Hazel Cream is a little too 
brief. Think you could have said some- 
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thing a little more conclusive. As the 
ad. stands, it will be seen and read, but 
is not apt to induce direct sales. Give 


more time to the writing and arange- 


ment of your ads. and send samples 
later. 
ee 
A Man in Trouble. 
FE. T. L., referring to the oft-repeated 


advice in this department to tell how and 
why a remedy cures when advertising 
a specialty, says: “I may know that my 
remedy is a good one, but perhaps can’t 
say exactly why, or I may know that it 
cures, and yet I may not be able to ex- 
plain how it works fully. Wouldn’t it be 
ge to leave it out than to make a mess 
of it?” 

If E. T. L. knows that his remedy is a 
good one, he knows it because he has 
certain definite evidence of its merit. Let 
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= INK-STAINED 
TABLE COVERS 


Accidents will happen with or- 
dinary ink bottles and stands. 
This danger has been overcome 


by the introduction of the 
Safety Ink Bottle. 
It is automatic in action. 


Needs no cork, no cover. Is 
always ready. Keeps out dust. 
Ink cannot evaporate. 

It can be turned on its side 
or completely upside down and 
it can’t spill unless the bottle 
is broken. 

Convenient things usually 
cost more. The Safety Ink Bot- 
tle filled costs only 5c. Sce our 
window. 
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Ruhl’s Drug Store. 
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him pass this sien on to . thie public 
and he has solved the first part of the 
problem. As to why it cures, that is 
something for him to find out. Any 
medical friend should be able to make 
this clear to him. It is not necessary that 
the precise physiological process that fol- 
lows the taking of the remedy be ex- 
plained. But a general explanation, at 
least, should be made. The more famil- 
iarity you show with the subject the more 
apt are people to concede your ability to 
prepare the remedy. 


se et 
Conspicuous Ads, 


Editor Business Hints: 

I send copies of the only paper in my town, 
with my ads. marked. I wish you would criti- 
cise them. The paper’s supply of type is lim- 
ited. I know the ads. have been read and have 
done some good. Joun A. Foote. 


The chief merit of these ads. is their 
conspicuousness. They stand out like a 
fly in the cream. Their conspicuousness 
is due chiefly to the heavy border around 
them, though the setting of the ads. helps. 

The general plan of display adopted is 


the right one; one strong line is 
enough in an ad. of this size. All these 
ads. are quite good. I think in some 


cases there has been a little too much at- 
tention given to catching the eye and not 
enough to selling goods. Considerable 
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cleverness is shown in the selection of 
headlines, but the business portion of 
the ad. is sometimes slighted. Lack of 
space may hamper some, in which case 
take more. 


How Skiles Got Even. 


Skiles is the grocer. He didn’t want to 
advertise in the programme of the Sons 
of Rest and Joy Society picnic, but a cus- 
tomer got him in a corner and forced him 
to put up $2, telling him he could put in 
anything he chose. This is what he put 
in: 





* * * * * * * * * * 

. “Beverly Skiles, grocer, No. * 

* 537 Sparkland street, pays $2 * 

* for the use of this space. He * 

* thinks it is an outrageous price, * 

* inasmuch as all the groceries * 

* for this picnic were bought at * 

* some other store.” sa 

* * * ee * * * * * 
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= What to buy? * 
SS A bottle of fine perfume in any & 
% one of the fifty popular odors, $ 
; which we shall take pleasure in = 
@ showing you, will be universally & 
£ acceptable, because everybody % 
% likes good perfumes. Roger & % 
% Gallet, Pinaud, Lundborg, Lazell, + 
% Eastman, are all represented in %& 
> our assortment by new and beau- + 
+ tiful packages at surprisingly at- $ 
5 tractive prices. 5s 
} a We shall take an especial pleas- % 
“¢ ure in showing you our goods SS 
% whether you intend to buy or now %& 
} Parcels delivered. $ 
¥ Goods, to be sent by express, $ 
5 packed free of charge. xs 
7. PX 
= Wm. W. Marmon, ¢ 
p Retail Department. $ 
~ Only Registered + 
z Pharmacists Employed. > 
foegecgoegeetoetoetonton’ SOX EXE EX EXXON fonts 
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From a Prize Winner. 


Allow me to thank you for the prize 
awarded for my advertisement and to as- 
sure you that if my contributions to the 
competition help others as much as 
others have helped me through your col- 
umns, I shall be much pleased. 

WIL.LIs G. GREGORY. 


Buffalo, N. Y., October 29th. 





























Drug-Store Yarns. 


TOLD AFTER BUSINESS HOURS— NEW PRESCRIPTIONS | 
FOR WEARY DRUGGISTS. | 


Anecdotes of the Comic, Humorous or Pathetic Side of Drug-Store Life Are | 
Solicited for This Column—For Accepted Articles Payment Will be Made. | | 
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they stood alone they must fall, but if 
A STRIKE FOR FREEDOM. they had the help of tens of thousands 


By M. Quap. 
Bere neither a drug clerk nor a 


druggist, it was no business of 
mine, except in a general way. Il 
thought the drug clerks ought to have 
shorter hours, and for that matter the 
druggists as well, but I didn’t agree with 
some of the boys as to how the change 
should be brought about. It seemed to 
me the whole matter lay between the 
druggists and the clerks, just as an edi- 
tor’s sixteen or twenty hours per day 
lie between him and his chief. Indeed, 
when the boys were kind enough to in- 
vite me to one of their preliminary meet- 
ings and ask my advice, I gave it to them 
on the lines above mentioned. In _ the 
cause of humanity I wanted to see their 
hours reduced; as a patron of the drug 
stores to the extent of $6 per week the 
year round, I did not want to see any 
druggist upset by a radical change. I am 
not an orator, but I have a smooth, soft 
way of putting things, and I am satisfied 
that I should have carried my point but 
for Timothy O’Hooley. There was a 
movement on foot to bring the druggists 
and drug clerks together for a friendly 
canvas of the question, when Timothy ap- 
peared with a flaming sword in his hand. 
He was a little runt of a man, with only 
a handful of red hair on his head and an 
uncertain wabble in his knees, but he was 
great on the gab. He could roll out 130 
words of English per minute, and at least 
100 of them were in italics or small caps. 
He didn’t mind grammar, or facts or fig- 
ures, but was heavy on “tyrant’s heel,” 
“liberty or death,” “the life blood of the 
poor,” and so forth. Timothy was in- 
vited to follow me in speech-making, and 
inside of three minutes he had used me 
up and thrown my mangled body over 
the fence among the thistles. Until he 
burst upon the meeting like a blazing sun 
out of a midnight sky no drug clerk had 
any suspicion of the real state of affairs. 
After Timothy had rolled out five hun- 
dred words every clerk realized that the 
tyrant capital had him by the neck and 
was slowly but surely strangling him to 
death. The sawed-off orator didn’t be- 
lieve in compromises or understandings. 
He wanted the drug clerks to rise as one 
man and tell the druggists to go to thun- 
der or reduce the hours to eight per day. 
If they reduced, it was all right; if they 
didn’t reduce, then every drug. store 
should be closed up as tight as a drum. 
I own right up that Timothy got 
the best of me. He got the crowd 
in the hollow of his hand and or- 
ganized it into a union. Nobody 
had thought of a union beyond the 
drug business, but Timothy knew a 
thing or two. He made it plain that if 


they must win. The result was that the 
Drug Clerks’ Union was regularly or- 
ganized and numbered, and given over 
to the care of the regular district officers. 
When all this had occurred the clerks 
went back to their duties with smiling 
faces. They felt the power behind them 
and were sure of winning their point. 
It was expected that the “bosses” would 
be given an ultimatum right away, but 
things dragged. There were other mat- 
ters to be gotten out of the way first. 
One morning every clerk got a notice of 
a strike and a parade. An attempt had 
been made to cut down the wages of the 
bill-posters, and a strike had been or- 
dered, As a further evidence of sympathy 
there would be a parade. The Drug 
Clerks’ Union would take its place in line 
between the Longshoremen and_ the 
Slaughter House Patriots, and they were 
expected to yell for liberty and equality 
whenever they passed a street car stable 
or a pop-corn factory. Three days later 
a hundred drug stores were left clerkless, 
and peer tg like one hundred and fifty 
drug clerks took their places in line. A 
few of the first-comers seemed to think 
that the dawn of freedom was at hand, 
but long enough before the procession 
started they had changed their minds. 
There ought to be brotherly love between 
unions, but there didn’t seem to be 
in this case. The drug clerks soon began 
to murmur because of being placed in 
rear of the Longshoremen, and the 
Slaughter House Patriots felt hurt to see 
“a gang of squirts” leading the way for 
them. There were interchanges of good- 
fellowship. That is, the Longshoremen 
and the Slaughter House Patriots began 
yelling “pills,” “squills,” “porous plast- 
ers” and othe~ things at the Drug Clerks. 
Now and then a stray man from the 
Brewers’ Union came along and wanted 
to know what in —— a lot of squirts were 
doing in that parade, and now and then 
a member of the Barbers’ or Cobblers’ 
Union paused to observe that he’d be 

— if things hadn’t got to a pretty pass 
when the labor movement had to take in 
a troop of manikins. During the parade 
the small boy had a cheer for the oo 
Makers’ Union or the Peanut Sellers’ 
Federation, but when it came to the Drug 
Clerks’ Union, there were hundreds of 
exclamations of “Hully Gee, but look at 
the pill-boxes on legs.” As an evidence 
of sympathy in favor of the down-trodden 
bill-posters, who had struck for thicker 
paste and seven hours a day, the parade 
was a success, but as a parade covering 
eight miles of cobblestone pavements and 
intimidating the bosses, it was no good. 
The bosses didn’t scare. Even when all 
the peanut and pop-corn venders were or- 
dered to lay off for a week, and not a 
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pound of tripe could be had for money 
nor a man found to beat a carpet, would 
the bosses give in. In company with all 
other unions, even down to the Rag Pick- 
ers’ Protective Association, the Drug 
Clerks’ Union were ordered “out.” 1 
don’t think the druggists had anything to 
do with what followed. So far as I can 
learn they camped out in their respective 
stores, and did their best to wait upon 
fifteen or twenty customers at once, and 
they neither coerced nor threatened. They 
just bided, and they didn’t have to bide 
long. It was only a matter of hours 
when a stampede occurred, and the union 
was run over and trampled into the earth 
beyond resurrecting. Orators from the 
Mattress Makers’ Union, orators from 
the Carpet Beaters’ Federation, the Win- 
dow Cleaners’ Union and the Street 
Sweepers’ Combination called on the of- 
ficers of the Drug Clerks’ Union and or- 
ated and gestured and talked of the ben- 
efits of strikes and unions, but they made 
no headway. They even ‘offered to give 
the drug clerks preference over the Sau- 
sage Makers’ Union in the next parade, 
and to forgive their good clothes and 
their intelligent looks, but it was too late. 
Timothy O’Hooley got twelve of them 
together in a barber shop, and increased 
his flow of language to 150 words per 


minute, some of them three inches long, 
but he failed to arose the slightest en- 
thusiasm. The boys wanted something, 


and wanted it mighty bad, but they ob- 


jected to the way of getting it. 


The Use of Saccharin Forbidden in 
Germany. 


A new law regarding the use of artific- 
ial sweetness was enacted on July 6 and 


went into effect on goa Ist of this 
year. Section 1 of the law defines arti- 
ficial sweetening materials within the 


meaning of the act as all substances ob- 
tained by artificial means, and possessing 
higher sweetening power than refined 
cane or beet root sugar, without a cor- 
responding nourishing value. In section 
2, the use of artificial sweetening mater- 
ials in the preparation of articles of food 
or fefreshment shall be considered as 
adulterations in the sense of section 1 
of the law respecting the traffic in articles 
of fodd, refreshment or general use. 
Articles of food or refreshment in the 
preparation of which artificial sweetening 
materials have been employed, may only 
be sold or offered for sale under a denomi- 
nation which distinctly indicates the fact of 
such employment. Section 3 prohibits 
the employnient of artificial sweetening 
materials in the wholesale preparation ot 
beer, wine or beverages resembling wine, 
fruit cordials, preserves, liqueurs and 
syrups, or the selling or offering for sale 
of beverages of the kind described under 
section 3 to which artificial sweetening 
materials have been added. Under section 
f any person who intentionally contra- 
venes the provisions of section 3 shall be 
punished by imprisonment up to. six 
months, and by a fine up to 1,500 marks 
($500), or by one of these penalties. If 
the contravention has been due to negli- 
gence it shall be punished by a fine of 150 
marks or detention. 


Revised Anatomy. 


“Dr. Defriez discovered a tumor in thi 
abdomen just above the umbilicus, in the 
middle of April, 1898.”—Dr. M. H. Rich- 
ardson, of Harvard University. 
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News and Views of the N. A. R. D. 





PROMINENT DELEGATES TO 
THE ST. LOUIS CON- 
VENTION EXPRESS 
THEIR VIEWS. 


The N.A.R. D. a Delegate Body 
Representative of the Whole 
Country. 

WILL DERIVE ITS STRENGTH FROM 


THE SUPPORT OF STATE AND 
LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS. 





How to Become a Member. 





Secretary, THOS. V. WOOTEN, 943 Madi- 
son Street, Chicago. 

Treasurer, JOHN W. LOWE, 564 Howard 
Street, New Haven, Conn. 

HE State and county retail druggists’ 
associations which were represented 
by delegates at the organization 

meeting of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists in St. Louis, last month, 
have nearly all completed the require- 
ments for representation, and the Asso- 
ciation may be said to be now on a firm 
basis. The local associations have all 
contributed handsomely to the funds of 
the N. A. R. D., among the last to be 
heard from with a direct cash contribu- 
tion being the Kings County Pharmaceu- 
tical Society, of Brooklyn. 


INCORPORATED. 


On November 12, the National Retail 
Druggists’ Association was incorporated 
under the laws of the State of Illinois, the 
incorporators being Joseph W. Errant, 
attorney for the Chicago Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association, and two of his asso- 
ciates. The Executive Committee of the 


Association were named as a Board of 
Directors for the coming year. 

Active work in the direction of strength- 
ening the Association is going on and if 
legal action is at any time required the 
officers will be in a position to secure 
whatever assistance may be obtained from 
that source. 

Secretary Wooten is now engaged in 
the preparation of an official report of the 
St. Louis meeting and he hopes to be 
able to place a copy in the hands of every 
retail druggist in the United States be- 
fore the end of this month. 

The following contributions will be read 
with the greatest interest as coming from 
men who are prominently identified with 
the new association, a number of them 
occupying high official positions in the 
organization. These contributions will 


supply information regarding the mem- 
bership qualifications, the work that is 
expected to be accomplished, and many 
other details concerning which curiosity 
has been expressed by our readers. (Fur- 
ther reference to the new association will 
be found in our editorial columns). 


How to Become a Member. 


By Wm. BoDEMANN, 
Chicago, Ill. 
Since I returned from St. Louis I have 
been asked time and again: How do you 
become a member of the N. A. R. D.? 


MUST BE A WORKER IN YOUR LOCAL OR- 
GANIZATION. 


As there is no membership in this new 
association, based on delegate represen- 
tation, I think it not amiss to call atten- 
tion to this fact. Any druggist anxious 
to be a delegate to this representative 
body must put himself on record as a 
worker in his local organization—and the 
road is open for him. And here is ex- 
actly — the value and importance of 
the N. A. R. D. comes in—it is a stimulus 
to ey pede bona: We have long 
been told that if we would organize we 
could enforce any plan, any measure, and 
be im a position to dictate terms instead 
of suing for terms, and druggists of the 
United States should now make it the 
business of their life to wheel their local 
organization into line, and if they live in 
sections where a local organization is out 
of question, let them join and take part 
in their State association, for State organ- 
izations live whcre local interests die out. 
County and State organizations is the 
watchword. 


HOW IT WILL HELP THE RETAILER. 


We have heretofore been unable to get 
any measure through Congress. Now, if 
the new association is in working trim, 
the manager need only to touch the but- 
ton, send word to all the local bodies 
throughout the different States, and every 
member of Congress will soon find out 
what we want and how many voters stand 
behind the measure in question. At the 
same time, whenever a local organization 
has a scheme on hand, the benefit to be 
derived from the influence of the central 
body cannot be overestimated. 


QUESTIONS DEMANDING ATTENTION. 


We have enough questions on hand to 
be fought out to keep the grass from 
growing under our feet for some time. 
Our patent laws need attention, our army 
and navy pharmacists need looking after, 
free alcohol is spooking around; stamp 
tax is raising mischief, and so it goes. 


PROFESSIONAL PUGILISTS BARRED OUT. 


The A. Ph. A. is all right in its way, 
but what we needed sorely is what we 
started in St. Louis—a central body act- 
ing for retailers for revenue only, and not 
for academic fireworks. The new asso- 
ciationis absolutely barred to professionals 
and professional pugilists, no admission 
for walking delegates, no time is to be 
wasted in lung-testing oratory; there will 
be no use for mule races and fat men’s 
matches. But it is business of the re- 
tailers, by retailers, for retailers. 


THE QUESTION IS NOT ARE WE A PROFES- 
SION, BUT HOW TO RAISE A LIVING. 


We can well afford to leave the ques- 
tion with the professors, whether or not 
we are a profession, and to raise the stan- 
dard. Let us instead take hold of the 
question, how to raise a living, for we 


must live no matter what we are, mer- 
chants or “profesh.’ 


MONEY NEEDED. 


The new association can not prosper 
without money. In order to raise money 
we need live local organizations, and if 
my remarks on “How to become a mem- 
ber” contribute a mite towards .aaking 
this clear to my fellow druggists, I shall 
feel myself repaid for the work of inditing 
these lines. 


The Way to Success. 


By A. TIMBERLAKE, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Prosperity for the retail druggist will 
exist only in “misty imagination,’ un- 
less we follow the lines laid down at St. 
Louis by the delegates to the National 
Association of Retail Druggists. We have 
been complaining bitterly for the last few 
years, and not without just cause, but 
as the dark horizon now seems to show 
a streak of gray, let every retailer jump 
into the work of organization; don’t put 
it off till to-morrow, but get at it to-day; 
write to your State association secretary, 
and call for blank forms, applications for 
membership, and such information as you 
may want, and he will render all the as- 
sistance possible. The 15,000 retail drug- 
gists represented at St. Louis by their 
delegates is certainly sufficient guarantee 
that our best interests will be properly 
taken care of by its officers. 

Put your shoulder to the wheel, push, 
get every druggist in your county to join 
hands in this movement. We must not 
stop until every retailer in the garden 
spot of the earth is wearing the emblem 
of the N. A. R. 

To this association only can we look 
for the success we deserve and must ob- 
tain. 

Let every retailer in each county devote 
one or two hours of his time to the 
cause of organization, and the department 
store “Cerveras” and the price-cutting 
druggist will be captured and disarmed 
forever. 


The Need of Persistent Effort. 


By CHARLES T. HELLER, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

The work begun at St. Louis must now 
be carried to a successful end by State 
and local organizations. Local organiza- 
tions should be formed _in every city and 
county in the United States. The work 
should be taken up by the officers of the 
different State associations and pushed 
with vigor, so that at the next meeting of 
the N. A. R. D. the delegates in attend- 
ance will practically represent the entire 
retail drug trade of the United States. 

One point which should not be over- 
looked by the retail druggists is, that 
the results obtained at St. Louis were 
not final or complete, and the work ac- 
complished there is but a start in the 
direction of freeing the retail drug trade 
of the many abuses that have crept in in 
the last score of years. With the loya! 
and steadfast support of the local or- 
ganizations by the retail druggist, the 
work now begun can be carried 8n to a 
successful end. This work cannot be ac- 
complished in a day or a month, but will 
take several years; this the retailer must 
understand and not get disheartened, but 
keep his shoulder to the wheel until the 
results desired are obtained. Many 
troubles of the retailer are purely local 
in character, which a local association can 
agreeably adjust and the spread of the 
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trouble be avoided. Local associations will 
make strong the State associations and 
the two will make a strong national body 
whose influence will be irresistible. 


The N. A. R. D. and Local Associations. 
By Wm. Murr, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Permit me to compliment the AMERI- 
cAN DrvuGGisT on the support it is giving 
to the new National Association of Re- 
tail Druggists. 

WAS FAVORABLE. 


THE TIME 


That the time was ripe for such an 
organization was evidenced by the large 
and enthusiastic attendance at the meeting 
in St. Louis. Every man present seemed 
imbued with an earnest desire to promote 
the success of the new organization and 
labored with an eye single to that end. 
Personal preferences were subordinated to 
the attainment of benefits for all. The 
importance of the movement and the ap- 
parent sincerity of the delegates were ap- 
oe by the members of the N. W. b. 
A. and the P. A. to such a degree that 
— were not only willing but anxious 
to come into fraternal and official rela- 
tions with the N. A. R. D. 


1TS WELFARE RESTS WITH THE LOCAL AS- 


SOCIATIONS. 


most representative 
gatherings of retail business men ever 
held, and resulted in the establishment 
of an organization officered by some of 
the most active and energetic men in the 
country. Its organizers realized the ne- 
cessity for conservatism; they also ap- 
preciated the impossibility of securing a 
majority of the retail druggists as 
members. Hence the determination to 
make it purely a representativ e body com- 
ag of delegates from the various State 


It was one of the 


and local associations. Upon these then 
must rest the welfare of the National 
Association of Retail Druggists. These 


State and local organizations must be 
composed oi and represent all of the re- 
tail pharmacists in their several localities. 
It is only by organization that any bene- 
fits have ever come to business men. 
Single-handed and alone no one man can 
succeed in doing much, however just his 
cause. All great reforms have been ac- 
complished by systematic, well directed 
and organized effort. As this is true of 
other interests, so is it true of the drug 
business. In business there is no senti- 
ment, every man is more or less selfish, 
and it was principally because of this 
spirit that the N. A. R. D. was organized. 
It must now be nourished and developed, 
and this can only be done through the 
State and local societies. The duty of 
every retail druggist is, therefore, very 
plain. He must realize that great and 
important issues confront him, and that 
he is not true to himself nor his business 
until he contributes the influence of his 
name and his membership to either his 
State or local pharmaceutical society, and 
thus “lend a hand” to those men who so 
unselfishly devoted not only their time 
and talents, but also their money to 
better the financial condition of their as- 
sociates. Every man who is not now a 
member of either the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association, the Kings 
County Pharmaceutical Society, German 
Apothecaries’ Association, or the Erie 
County Association, should at once 
send his mame to the _ secretary, 
with the small amount of annual 
dues, thereby securing for himself 


direct representation in the new federa- 
tion of the Retail Druggists’ Association 
of this country that promises so bright 
and prosperous a future. 


The Situation in a Nutshell. 


By H. W. Snow, 
Chicago, Ill. 


Stated in a nutshell, the delegates who 
attended the meeting in St. Louis and 
those that may hereafter attend future 
mcetings of the Association, should never 
for a moment think that their whole duty 
begins and ends with an attendance at the 
meetings of the National Association. 
Above all things they must be made to 
realize that the efficiency of the National 
Association depends entirely upon the ef- 
ficiency of the local organizations send- 
ing delegates. 

Every delegate and every pharmacist 

throughout the entire country should 
realize that after the duty of attending 
the meetings of the National Association 
comes the duty of organizing every local 
society and bringing it up to the highest 
possible state of working efficiency; that 
each society should send its delegates 
with power to bind the local society, so 
that it may be depended upon that the 
local association will carry out any plan 
of operations which may be instituted by 
the National Association, thereby work- 
ing in harmony with all other societies 
throughout the country. If this be done 
and the local organizations worked up to 
the proper pitch of enthusiasm and deter- 
mination, then the Proprietary Associa- 
tion of America and the individual pro- 
prietors, whether members of that Asso- 
ciation or not, will realize that behind 
the demands of the national organization 
rests the powerful and undivided support 
of thoroughly organized retail drug as- 
sociations throughout the United States 
and that these demands must be complied 
with, so that every local society in the 
country will make its influence felt. 

This, in a nutshell, seems to me to be 
the greatest point which should be urged 
upon the retail drug trade throughout 
the country. 


A Stimulating Example. 


By Ferix Hirseman, 
New York City. 


Is not this a very appropriate time 
to call attention to the fact that never 
in the history of pharmacy in this coun- 
try has such a desire for general organ- 
ization been felt as at present? 

Everyone in attendance at the St. 
Louis meeting must have been struck 
with the determination, the -earnest and 
zealous disposition of the delegates and 
their prompt and constant attendance. 

The absence of any amusement fea- 
tures, which so frequently prove such 
great drawing- cards at annual meetings, 
were in no way missed, as the discus- 
sions of the various matters were of such 
interest and importance that each and 
every delegate felt a pleasure and satis- 
faction at the sudden strength devel- 
oped by so powerful and thorough an 
organization. 
dom of the father who gave as his last 
advice to his sons the lesson of the 
bundle of arrows—singly they break eas- 
ily, but try to break them when joined 
and they are a tower of strength. 

This strong gathering of pharmaceu- 
tical bodies has wonderfully stimulated 


It taught anew the wis-, 
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organizations. Various local organiza- 
tions are heard of in our neighborhood; 
Jersey City is getting in fine shape, Stat- 
en Island has its local organization; the 
Society of Italian Pharmacists, New 
York City, is the latest arrival, and the 
older societies are steadily gaining in 
membership and strength. The dawn of 
a new era in pharmacy is at hand, for 
the combined wisdom of so many united 
bodies having one common object in 
view, is bound to bring about a more 
satisfactory condition of business, light- 
en our burdens, increase our profits and 
elevate the standard of our profession. 
The St. Louis meeting should convey to 
the minds of pharmacists that this meet- 
ing is not one of the sporadic efforts 
now and then undertaken, but is the cul- 
mination of natural results brought about 
by the importance which pharmacy is 
assuming in the general business world, 
and this fact was immediately recognized 
by the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association and the Proprietary Associa- 
tion, which at once put themselves in 
communication with the retailers, and 
afterthoroughand profound deliberations 
established a very satisfactory mutual un- 
derstanding. The further labors of the 
executive committees of these organiza- 
tions will be felt generally throughout 
the trade. It seems to me that with such 
a future in view, every pharmacist, no 
matter in what part of the country sit- 
uated, should affiliate at once with some 
local or State association in order to be 
represented. 


The Work at St. Louis. 
By Wm. MUENCH, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


The able and forcible editorial article 
in the AMERICAN Drucaist of Oct. 25th 
must have impressed favorably every retail 
druggist and also given the proprietary 
men and the wholesalers to understand 
that the A. D. R. supports the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists. 

Our St. Louis conference of delegates 
was indeed a splendid success, and the 
creation of a national association must 
certainly prove encouraging to every re- 
tailer in this country. This first conven- 
tion has taken the proper initial step for 
the correction of the evils we suffer from. 
The members composing the conference 
were of the kind of metal that gives the 
true ring. That the work at St. Louis 
has brought results is shown by the 
prompt response of many of the foremost 
manufacturers of proprietary medicines, 
and I am sure their good example will 
be speedily followed by many others, if 
not all of the manufacturers. It will be 
to the interest of the jobbers and pro- 
prietors to grant all the demands made 
and I think we have reason to look for 
a speedy betterment of our condition. 

The work, as I stated, has been well 
started; a solid foundation has been built, 
and now it is for the retail druggists of 
the entire country to wake up and take 
an active part in building upon this 
foundation a massive structure which will 
stand for ages to come as a solid and 
unassailable protection for the entire fra- 
ternity. This can only be accomplished 
by putting aside all narrow-mindedness 
and petty jealousies on the part of the re- 
tail druggist and by taking immediate 
steps to organize local associations where 
these do not exist. 

This is an age of organization; no one 
person can expect to accomplish very 





great results; therefore I appeal to the 
druggists to organize in every city and 
county; let every druggist join his State 
association, and thus make his influence 
felt and wield it in matters pertaining to 
our business. It needs united action; 
such has been started by the N. A. R. D.; 
now let the seed that has been sown take 
root and sprout, let its branches go forth 
from St. Louis and stretch a protecting 
shade over every State, county, city and 
town, and thus crown the call that came 
from our active friends of the city of 
Chicago. 


From the Secretary of the Chicago Retail 
Druggists’ Association. 


In a letter congratulating the AMERI- 
CAN DruGGIsT on its good work in the 
cause, Leonard Tillotson, the secretary of 
the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, says: %I believe the right step has 
been taken for the welfare of the trade, 
and if all the journals keep up their pres- 
ent pace for the next few months, the next 
meeting will show the trade more thor- 
oughly organized than ever before.” 
Continuing, he says: 


WHERE THE SUPPORT SHOULD COME FROM. 


I sincerely hope to see the movement so aus- 
piciously begun at St. Louis receive that degree 
of support which its cece eo justify. This 
support should come from all branches of the 
drug trade—retail, wholesale and manufacturing. 
At no time, perhaps, has a movement promised 
so much in the way of permanent results, for 
at no time has there been such a business-like 
interchange of views on important questions be- 
tween the three branches of the drug trade as 
was had in St. Louis. Independent action may 
be the wisest that is possible, but without co- 
operation, such action long since ceased to in- 
spire confidence; and it is worthy of note that 
those delegates who opposed the plan of meet- 
ing at the same time and place as the other as- 
sociation were among the strongest advocates 
of the plas before the convention closed. 


POSSIBILITIES UNLIMITED. 


With means of communication between the dif- 
ferent branches of the trade properly established; 
with the advantage of a better understanding of 
the business conditions and methods of each 
branch; and with men of good judgment, wide 
experience and business capacity in charge of 
the co-operative work, there is every reason for 
expecting great = from the new organization. 
It has been said that we should not expect too 
much, This sentiment should not be accepted 
by the promoters of the new movement. Through 
thorough organiastion along the lines compre- 
hended in this Association the possibilities for 
good to the retail trade are unlimited. The 
basis of organization justifies this belief; the 
sentiment back of the movement justifies it; 
and the class of men identified with the work 
justifies it. If the retail druggists of the coun- 
try will organize through State and local asso- 
ciations ona through such bodies identify them- 
selves with the National Association, they will 
be in > to secure relief upon their own 
terms from those conditions which have brought 
such widespread demoralization into their ranks. 


RESULTS WILL DEPEND UPON EFFORT EXTENDED. 


The retail druggists, by the well considered 
action taken at St. Louis, have won a measure 
of confidence in their ability to direct organized 
effort from the other branches of the trade which 
they did not possess before that time. The con- 
tinuance of this policy of conservative but de- 
termined action is the one which holds out the 
assurance of a successful result to the work 
undertaken. It should be remembered that the 
influences which have placed the retail dru 
trade in its present condition have not develope 
in a day, and that they cannot be corrected at 
once. The beginning made should be satis- 
factory to every one; the future action and re- 
sults depend much upon the measure of organ- 
ized support given the officers of the new asso- 
ciation. LEONARD TILLOTSON. 

Chicago, Nov. 12. 





New York to Be Heard From. 


Thomas Stoddart, the chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association, will is- 
sue a circular in a few days calling the at- 
tention of the members of the Associa- 
tion to the N. A. R. D. and soliciting 
subscriptions of 25 cents from each mem- 
ber. 


In an interview with a representative of 
the AMERICAN Drucaist, a few days ago, 
Mr. Stoddart said: 

“T realize well that in order to accom- 
plish anything for the welfare of the re- 
tail druggists through the new association 
it is mecessary to furnish them with 
money, and I hope that the retail drug- 
gists will look at this matter in the proper 
light, and for their own welfare, and re- 
spond promptly with the necessary funds 
to carry on the work which has been start- 
ed. I am fully convinced that a delegate 
body, such as was represented in St. Louis. 
will have considerable to do in look- 
ing after the mercantile side of our busi- 
ness, 

“Tt is well known that druggists are slow 
to take hold of the State Association, 
and many have drifted away on account 
of no active work having been done in 
the direction of improving the mercantile 
side of our business. Members have left, 
disgusted with the county and State as- 
sociation from the excess of attention 
paid to matters pertaining to professional 
pharmacy. 

“In order to give the new association 
a strong foothold it is necessary for every 
druggist, wherever located, to work for 
the organization of new 1ocal and county 
associations, and to become more inter- 
ested in the work of the State Associa- 
tion. 

“T earnestly hope that this new Associa- 
tion will be taken up in earnest by the 
entire drug trade, for this will be the 
means of carrying our profession much 
beyond where it now stands.” 


Lo sisville’s Splendid Showing. 


Largely due to the efforts of Simon N. 
Jones, Theodore Rectanus, William Vot- 
teler and others who represented the 
druggists of Louisville at the organiza- 
tion meeting of the N. A. R. D., the Bo- 
tanical Club of that city, composed large- 
ly, if not wholly, of retail druggists, has 
been organized into the Louisville Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association. Mr. Jones 
writes: “We have secured 91 members 
(Nov. 12),and when the canvass of the city 
is complete, every retail druggist will be 
found in our ranks. We have met with 
no failures thus far. We have sent the 
treasurer of the N. A. R. D. $50 as a 
donation, and will supplement this within 
the next ten days with almost $20 more 
in donations, together with the dues of 
every druggist in Louisville. We are 
pushing the work diligently through com- 
mittees in every part of the city.” 

Following the organization of the 
Louisville Retail Druggists’ Association 
the following circular was sent out to 
the trade: 


LOUISVILLE RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION, 


The following recommendations were sub- 
mitted by the St. Louis Committee at the mass 
meeting held October 27th: 

First. That the name of the Botanical 
Club be changed to the Louisville Retail 
Druggists’ Association. 

Second. That all persons engaged in the 
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drug business—jobbers, retailers and clerks— 
be invited to active membership. 


Third. That an executive committee of 
five be appointed by this meeting, whose 
duty it shall be to have Bs wren in this 
city, either by themselves or by sub-com- 
mittees (which they may name), an agree- 
ment, and secure the signatures of all such 
druggists as are willing to restore full prices 
on proprietary medicines. 


Fourth. That in case any retailer shall 
decline to sign the agreement, that the Ex- 
ecutive Committee be requested to solicit 
the aid and influence of the local jobbers in 
perfecting the agreement. 


Fifth. That when notified by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the N. A. R. D. that any 
proprietor persistently refuses to accord us 
fair treatment by not refusing supplies to re- 
tail dealers at quantity prices, or by sell- 
ing willing cut-rate druggists or depart- 
ment stores, that the products of such pro- 
prietors be withdrawn from sale until fur- 
ther notice from the Executive Committee 
of the N. A. R. D. 


Sixth. That each person present shall use 
his best endeavor to secure the membership 
of every retailer and clerk in this local as- 
sociation. 


Seventh. That the Executive Committee 
be empowered to issue such notices as shall 
be necessary to carry out the provisions 
above named, and that we agree to abide by 
their instructions. 


The recommendations were endorsed, and it 
was resolved that the Botanical Club be merged 
into the new association. 


The Constitution and By-Laws of the Botan- 
ical Club were adopted, and the present officers 
of the Club were made temporary officers of the 
new association. 

The following persons immediately became 
members: C. M. Edmunds, 824 W. Broadway; C. 
L. Woodbury, 1142 First street; Hurley & May 
Third and D streets; W. T. Baker, Fourth and 
P streets; W. B. C. Young, Fourth and 
P streets; Horace O. Hurley, Brook and St. 
Catherine; G. L. Thompson, First and Oak 
streets; Chas. G. Morris Peta Pepe and 
Dumesnil streets; Jno. J. Seiberg, Sixteenth and 
Walnut streets; J. C. Vogt, First and Jefferson 
streets; Voelcker & Co., Clay and Market 
streets; Simon N. Jones, Second and Main 
streets; C. J. Rosenham & Co., Fourth and Jef- 
ferson; C. Lewis Diehl, Third and Broadway; 
Wm. Votteler, Shelby and Oak streets; H. H. 
Nachand, 900 Frankfort avenue; C. F, Du- 
pre, Eighteenth and Maple streets; Geo. H. T. 
Schribner, Second and Burnett; Samuel Meyer, 
Thirteenth and Walnut streets; W. W. Smith, 
Sixth and Market streets; Ben. F. Sauter, 235 
West Main street; Warren W. Waters, 235 West 
Main street; Theo. Rectanus, Preston and Mar- 
ket streets; Otto F. Hartman, Campbell and 
Market streets; Jos. Wagner, 605 East Green 
street; L. C. Owings, Preston and St. Cather- 
ine; J. W. Moore, Sixth and Breckenridge 
streets; I. Flexner, Third and Ormsby 
streets; Turner & Venable, 720 West Market 
street; F. K. Green, Twenty-eighth and Dumes- 
nil streets; B. D. Peyton, 1701 Fourth avenue; 
Gus. A. Wesch, Fifth and Walnut streets; S. P. 
Walker, Third and Walnut streets; Chas S 
Mayer, Fifth and York streets; Kremer Bros., 
Eighteenth and Rowan streets; E. R. Bell, 
Twenty-fifth and Market streets; O._C. Dilly, 
Twenty-first and Walnut streets; L. C. McDaniel 
Sixth and Walnut streets; Worth Robinson, 533 
West Main street. 


The undersigned, appointed as the Executive 
Committee, desire that you become a member. 
We want every druggist and clerk in this city 
to be associated with the new organizgtion, 
not only for present emergencies, but that we 
may act together for mutual interest in the fu- 
ture. The dues have been placed at the small 
sum of one dollar per year. Twenty-five cents 
of this amount is to be turned over to the Na- 
tional Association, to be used in circulating 
printed matter, that the entire retail trade of 
the country may become united in one com- 
pact body. 

A member of the committee will call upon you 
in a few days for your signature as a member, 
for an expression of your views as to returning 
to full prices, to collect the dues for the en- 
suing year, and any voluntary donation that you 
may feel willing to make to aid the National 
Association in uniting the profession in this 
country. We hope that you will treat the com- 
mittee as liberally as the cause deserves, and 
that you will certainly join with us in this en- 
deavor to remedy any and all evils that we may 
have to encounter, and as “in unity there is 
strength,” we hope to have the co-operation of 
every druggist in the city. 

The circular bears the signatures of Simon N. 
qones, chairman; Theo. Rectanus, Henry 
chweitzer, Wm. G. Zubrod, Wm. Votteler, who 
compose the Executive Committee of the Asso- 
ciation. 
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Where Maine Stands. 
By W. A. Rosinson, 


the Maine Pharmaceutical 
ciation, Auburn, Me. 


President of Asso- 


I notice your reference to the N. A. R. 
D. in the issue of November 10th, and the 
statement that “from every quarter save 
New England there comes a most hearty 
welcome to the new association.” Per- 
mit me to say that while Maine had no 
representative at the meeting at St. Louis, 
the president of the Maine Pharmaceutical 
Association forwarded to the committee 
the good wishes of the Maine Association 
and promises of co-operation. Ata recent 
meeting the Executive Committee voted 
unanimously to apply for membership in 
the N BE. 0D. 


Michiganders at Work. 


President John J. Sourwine and Secretary 
Chas. F. Mann, of the Michigan State Pharma- 
ceutical Association, have sent to the retail 
druggists of Michigan a carefully prepared let- 
ter in which co-operation for bringing the drug- 
gists of Michigan into the National Association 
of Retail Druggists is strongly urged. The let- 
ter calls attention to the good work already ac- 
complished by the newly formed national body, 
and points out that its future is likely to be 
productive of immeasurable good to all retailers, 
but that the advantages to be derived are to be 
secured only through the_ building up and 
strengthening of local and State organizations. 


The National Association of Retail 
Druggists and Johnson & Johnson. 


The letters printed below will be of 
general interest as showing the attitude 
of a large manufacturing firm toward the 
newly formed National Association of Re- 
tail Druggists. The first is a copy of a 
letter sent to Mr. Hynson and mailed to 
the delegates attending the St. Louis 
meeting, which reads as follows: 


Mr. H. P. Hynson, 
President N. A. R. D., 
Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir: We have read with great in- 
terest the full report of the St. Louis meet- 
ing and organization of the National As- 
sociation of Retail Druggists, and are en- 
tirely in sympathy with the movement 
you have inaugurated. 

We have had the pleasure of meeting 
personally quite a number of the dele- 
gates who were in attendance, and it was 
very gratifying to learn that the profit 
secured in the sale of our particular 
branch of pharmaceuticals was very satis- 
factory. However, as selling agents for 
Johnson’s Digestive Tablets, we felt that 
there should be a change made in present 
prices of $4.20 and $9.40 per dozen to con- 
form with resolution passed at your meet- 
ing, “that 50c. and $1.00 articles should 
not cost the retailer in excess of $4.00 and 
$8.00 per dozen,” and have therefore de- 
cided to reduce the price of Johnson’s 
Digestive Tablets to $4.00 and $8.00 re- 
spectively, bearing the burden of revenue 
stamps ourselves, and in addition reduce 
the price of the large size from $9.40 to 
$8.00 per dozen. These prices to take ef- 
fect at once. 

Appreciating that our interests are mut- 
ual, and with the assurance that we are 
indebted to the retail druggists for our 
marked success, we remain 

Yours very truly, 
Jounson & JOHNSON. 
New Brunswick, N. J., Nov. 7. 


President Hynson’s Reply. 


The reply made to this communication 
by the president is printed below: 


Jounson & JOHNSON, 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

Gentlemen: I have your courteous favor 
of 7th inst. directed to me as p-esident 
N. A. R. D. and thank you very much 
for the good will expressed and encour- 
agement given. I have referred your let- 
ter to the secretary of the Association, 
Mr. T. V. Wooten, as it is quite desirable 
that the pharmacists throughout the 
country represented at St. Louis should 
know the manufacturers who show a will- 
ingness to help us in our efforts to im- 
prove the condition of the retailers. I 
truly believe with you that our interests 
are mutual and that a combination of the 
three branches of the drug trade must re- 
sult beneficially to all concerned. Await- 
ing your further pleasure, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
H. P. Hynson. 

Baltimore, Nov. 10, 1898. 


The Longest Pole Knocks the Persimmon. 


The’ National Retail Druggists’ Association 
pole has knocked down another persimmon, and 
this time one of the largest on the proprietary 
tree. Dr. R. V. Pierce’s World Dispensary is 
“it,” and Hood and the rest might just as well 
line up with the St. Louis $2.00-4.00-8.00 resolu- 
tion first as last. After stating that he had de- 
termined to comply with the request of the re- 
tailers, Dr. Pierce, in his circular to the trade, 
Ee to throw bouquets at himself in the 
ollowing choice bit of rhetoric: “In thus taking 
the initiative in the matter of the request of the 
Retailers’ Association, it adds to our pleasure 
to believe that we were in some measure in- 
strumental in furthering the interests and de- 
sires of that association in its recent gathering 
at St. Louis.” With all due deference to the 
learned doctor’s deductions, we desire to say 
that it adds greatly to our pleasure to witness 
the vigor and vim with which the aforesaid as- 
sociation handles the pole that will eventually 
bring every one of those proprietary persimmons 
to the earth.—Paint, Oil and Drug Review. 


There was no more interested onlook- 
er at the sessions of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists, in St. Louis, 
than Miss Jennie Muir, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., who accompanied her father, 
President Wm. Muir, of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association. She 
was the only lady in attendance. 


SALES THROUGH JOBBERS 
ONLY. 


Frank A. Faxon Has a Remedy for 
the Cut-Rate Evil. 


Frank A. Faxon, the chairman of the 
Committee on Proprietary Goods of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, has followed the custom adopted by 
Mr. Kline, and sent a circular letter to 
the members containing a copy of the 
resolutions adopted by the N. W. D. A. 
at the recent meeting in connection with 
the report of the Committee on Proprie- 
tary Goods. Mr. Faxon makes a strong 
plea for the restriction of the distribution 
of supplies of proprietary medicines to 
the retailer through the legitimate chan- 
nels, viz.: jobbing druggists. He says: 

“This Association has more than once 
given expression to the belief that the 
cutting evil, which is so disastrous to our 
retail friends, would be greatly diminished 
if this course were pursued by all proprie- 
tors, as it is and has been by many of 
them. The retail druggists of the coun- 
try now come forward, and through their 
newly organized national association de- 
clare themselves in favor of just what the 
jobber has been urging. The accredited 
representatives of some 15,000 retail drug- 
gists demand that proprietors limit the 
distribution of their goods when sold at 
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lowest prices to the legitimate wholesale 
dealers; and further, they request the job- 
bers not to sell to department stores or 
persistenly aggressive drug cutters. Their 
position is a reasonable one, and better 
conditions in all branches of the trade 
will follow a compliance with their just 
demands. It goes without saying that 
the wholesaler can be depended upon to 
accede to the wishes of the retailers when 
the proprietor does what is expected of 
him.” 


Revolt Against Hood. 


A number of wholesale drug firms 
throughout the country have gotten them- 
selves into disfavor with the retail trade 
by their efforts to aid in the distribution 
of Hood’s Calendars. Where a druggist 
orders as little as a quarter dozen, he is 
made an offer of a supply of the calen- 
dars. In most cases the correspondence 
from wholesale houses relative to the of- 
fer has been returned with pointed en- 
dorsements. The following are recent 
specimens of these endorsements: 


We do not care to aid the publicity of Hood’s 
preparations this year. 





We do not care to accept Hood’s offer until 
he pays the tax. 





We want no Hood’s calendars until he pays 
the tax. oontz Bros. 
: Bremen, Ind. 





Yours in regard to Hood’s calendar offer re- 
ceived, and without your calling our attention 
to same, allow us to say, however, that we have 
always distributed the calendars until this sea- 
son. This year we have decided not to do so. 
When a house has made so much money as 
Hood has out of molasses and water, and has 
saddled the war tax on the retailer, as many 
manufacturers have done, we have decided to 
put up a line of remedies of our own and push 
them. We have as good formulas for mak- 
ing sarsaparilla as Hood or any one else, and 
we now propose to look carefully after our own 
little trade. Fenner’s Formulary contains the 
very best of true and tried formulas, and we 
shall use them. We have purchased our own 
calendars and while they may not be as fine as 
Hood’s, they will answer our purpose. It is 
very nearly time that the retail druggist began 
to look out for No. 1. D. Morris. 

Delevan, Wis. 


You need not let it apply on offer. 





We do not care to accept the offer, and have 
notified Hood & Co. to that effect. We shall 
of course have to sell some of Hood’s but are 
not obliged to put out any of the advertising 
matter, and do not intend to. 

‘ HorrMan Bros., Jackson, Mich. 


Other correspondence, said to have 
been sent direct to Hood & Co., at Low- 
ell, Mass., follows: 


MapIsonvIL_eE, Ky., 2d, 1898. 
C. I. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass. 

Gentlemen: Enclosed find your blank order 
sheet for Hood’s Sarsaparilla, We have rse- 
ceived them before this season, and with pleas- 
ure I’ filed my orders, but now we studiously 
avoid buying much of Hood’s Sarsaparilla, nor 
pd we be distributors of Hood’s calendars for 
_ When a firm gets so greedy, grasping and hell- 
ishly selfish as to take advantage of a small 
tax on the dozen to raise the price $9 per gross 
on a sarsaparilla that is “put up” for possibly 
$2 per dozen, or much less, then I, for one, 
expect to keep my shelves as near empty of 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla as possible—only keeping 
enough to meet forced demand. Murphey’s Sar- 
saparilla cures when Hood’s fails—fact right 
here in Madisonville—and your little plan is the 
— advertisement Murphey’s Sarsaparilla ever 
had. 

For years it has been my rule when some one 
would call for a good blood medicine or “buil- 
der up” to say, “Hood’s”—just would naturally 
somehow come right out-—‘‘but things have 
changed since Betsy died,’”’ and we don’t hesi- 
tate to say Murphey’s, or someone else’s, Fact 
is the people and druggists here made fools of 
themselves about Hood’s Sarsaparilla, but now 
the thing is changed and you have turned fool, 
while the druggists and people are getting sen- 
sible. You may not believe this, but you will 








learn, even if it is too late. You will find that 
the friendship, or at least the kindly feeling, of 
the retail druggists of this country is worth 
something. We are evoluting, and your action 
on the price of Hood’s Sarsaparilla is a great 
cause for us to evolute and learn how to look 
out for ourselves, like you try to do by taking 

all the profit. 
No, I don’t want any calendars or sar- 
saparilla. Yours to a finish, 
C. H. Murpuey. 





HigsinG, Minn., Oct. 31, 1898. 
C. I. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass. : 
Gentlemen: Your calendar offer received, but 
as you are on our “Black List” (or as we call 
it in the store, “Hog List’) we cannot accept 
it. We have already succeeded in almost stop- 
ping the sale of ood’s Sarsaparilla in, our 
store, and cannot consequently advertise it. 
Yours for mutual benefit, 
SopERGREN & Co. 
Per Lingell. 


ARISTOL, ETC, NOT TAX- 
ABLE. 


The case of the U. S. vs. Aristol, etc., 
which was in the nature of a test case to 
determine the taxability of phenacetin. 
aristol and similar patented and copyright - 
ed chemicals under the Internal Revenue 
stamp tax law was brought to trial in the 
U. S. Circuit Court during the week be- 
ginning Monday, November 7. The im- 
porters and proprietors of these chemicals 
claimed that while they might have been 
considered as taxable under that clause in 
Schedule B, which imposes a stamp tax 
upon all medicinal chemicals or prepara- 
tions sold under letters patent, this clause 
is overruled so far as these articles are 
concerned by the clause in section 20 of 
the law, which specifically exempts from 
the operations of the law all “uncom- 
pounded drugs and chemicals.” The case, 
therefore, from a legal standpoint, hinged 
wholly upon the construction placed upon 
the term “uncompounded drugs and 
chemicals.” The Government witnesses 
were Ur. E. H. Squibb, B. F. Eimer, of 
Eimer & Amend; J. A. Ramsay, of Hege- 
man & Co., and Caswell A. Mayo, editor 
of the AMERICAN Drucaist, and Dr. C. 
A. Crompton, of the Internal Revenue 
Department. 

The witnesses called by the defense 
were Professors Chas. F. Chandler and 
Virgil Coblentz, of the New York Col- 
lege of Pharmacy; Professsor W. H. Mor- 
ton, president of Stevens Institute; Sew- 
ard W. Williams, of Seabury & Johnson; 
Dr. Hugo Schweitzer, of the Farbenfab- 
riken Co., and Dr. R. G. Eccles. The tes- 
timony of the Government was confined 
solely to the special point at issue, name- 
ly whether or not these drugs were “un- 
compounded chemicals.” All the wit- 
nesses practically agreed that the chem- 
icals in question were not compounded 
chemicals, though they were complex in 
their construction. The only exception to 
this view of the matter was the case of 
Dr. Squibb, who claimed that since the 
drugs in question were complex bodies 
they were therefore very highly com- 
pounded, though even he conceded that 
the term “compounded” was so loose in 
its meaning that it was difficult to give 
any precise and satisfactory definition for 
it. Dr. Hugo Schweitzer, head of the 
pharmaceutical department of the Farben- 
fabriken in this country, which owns the 
| patent rights on the preparations in litiga- 
tion, was among those put on the stand 
for the defense. He testified that he had 
manufactured the articles themselves, and 
was thoroughly conversant with their 
composition and behavior, and that they 
were each of them of definite chemical 
composition. This was the only direct 








evidence given upon the chemical aspects 
of the case, since the knowledge of the 
other witnesses was not based upon actual 
chemical investigation made individually, 
but merely upon the knowledge gained by 
them from chemical literature. 

An effort was made by the Government 
to prove that the word “compound” was 
synonymous with the word “mix,” and that 
when, therefore, anything was mixed it 
was compounded, and further that in order 
to prepare the chemicals in question it was 
necessary to mix the several ingredients 
according to some definite formula and 
that this mixing rendered them com- 
pounded chemicals and that they were not, 
therefore, exempt under paragraph 20 as 
uncompounded chemicals, as was claimed 
by the defense. A voluminous statement 
of the attitude of the Treasury in the case 
was presented by Dr. C. A. Crampton, 
chemist to the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue, who stated that his only desire was 
to get at the real facts in the case in a 
perfectly fair and just manner. The testi- 
mony was closed on Thursday, November 
10th, and decision has not yet been ren- 
dered at the time we go to press. 

On November 22, Judge Brown hand- 
ed down a decision in the case to the ef- 
fect that the articles in question are not 
taxable, but are exempted by the proviso 
of section 20, and that no forfeiture 
thereof was incurred by the failure to 
affix revenue stamps. The decision is a 
lengthy one, rehearsing the testimony as 
to the significance of the term “uncom- 
pounded chemical.” 


Commissioner Blackburn Sues Scott 
& Bowne. 


According to the Cleveland (Ohio) 
Leader of November 11, State Food 
Commissioner J. E. Blackburn has filed a 
suit for $270,000 libel damages against 
Scott & Bowne, of New York, proprie- 
tors of Scott’s Emulsion. The suit was 
filed on November 4 in the United States 
Court of the Southern district of New 
York, but kept quiet until after the elec- 
tion. Mr. Blackburn gave it out a week 
later. He said the damages were inflicted 
by the publication and circulation of cer- 
tain damaging pamphlets during the cam- 
paign. 

It is understood in New York City that 
papers in a suit have been served on Scott 
& Bowne, but it is said no amount was 
specified, nor any charges. 

The suit of Scott & Bowne against 
Mr. Blackburn for $200,000 damages, 
which was brought in the New York Su- 
preme Court, was transferred to the 
United States Circuit Court for the South- 
ern district of New York, October 24. 


Dreyfus’ Life on Devil's Island. 


M. Jean Hess has written for the Paris 
Matin an interesting account of his visit 
to French Guiana, in the course of which 
he gives a specimen of the monthly list 
of wants sent out by Captain Dreyfus from 
his prison on Devil’s Island. A perusal 
of this list is very interesting and would 
indicate that he is not being quite so 
badly treated so far as personal comforts 
are concerned as one would imagine, for 
the presumption is that he has been ac- 
customed to obtain such things as he 
asks for. The list embraces orange 
flower water, cigars, chocolate, Camen- 
bert cheese, six bottles of soda water, 
and two bottles of Hunyadi Janos. This 
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list does not read like that ot a man re- 
duced to the point of committing suicide, 
and so long as he has cigars and tobacco 
to smoke and Hunyadi water to keep his 
bowels in order, it is not at all probable 
that he will become a prey to melancholy 
to such an extent as to cause him to com- 
mit suicide, a fate which has been fore- 
told for him by some of the anti-semitic 
French Journals.—American Druggist. 


Gambler and Dealer in Phenacetine. 


According to the Toronto Star, Geo. F. 
Foster, a young man well known around 
that town, who ran a gambling room in 
a downtown business block, has disap- 
peared, leaving the firn: of Jones & Co. 
out of pocket some $200 for a draft which 
they cashed and also leaving a number of 
small debts among his acquaintances 
about town. It is stated that Foster was 
in the habit of purchasing phenacetine 
and running it across the line at Detroit 
by aid of the Pullman car porters and fin- 
ally disposing of it in New York City. 
He thus escaped the payment of the duty 
and of the royalty as well and was enabled 
to sell it at 50 per cent profit. Some six 
months since, one of these porters was 
arrested and incarcerated on the charge 
of smuggling. He believed that Foster 
was responsible for his detection and 
swore revenge, and it is hinted that Fos- 
ter’s sudden disappearance was due to 
fear of this negro, who has just been re- 
leased from prison. 


The Inventor of Eau Sedative. 


A commemorative marble slab is to be 
placed on the house at 5 rue Sévigné, 
Paris, bearing an inscription as follows: 
“In this house Francois Vincent Raspail, 
promoter of universal suffrage, born at 
Carpentras, Jan. 24, 1794, and who died 
at Arceuil Jan. 7, 1878, gave gratuitously 
his services to sick people from 1840 to 
1848.” The Paris correspondent of the 
Chemist and Druggist notes that before 
the time Raspail thus acted as a philan- 
thropist he had been a militant revolu- 
tionist, and was something of a hero in 
the riots that followed the stirring events 
that occurred in Paris in 1831. Raspail 
was nothing if not combative. It is re- 
corded of him that he once got up in a 
court to refute the evidence of the lead- 
ing expert chemist of the day in the case 
of a woman accused of poisoning her 
husband with arsenic. Raspail’s testi- 
mony was, however, not heeded. In 1848 
he tried to start a crusade against the 
Jesuits in his paper, L’Ami du Peuple. 
There was, perhaps, some exaggeration 
in everything Raspail undertook, but, all 
the same, a large section of French peo- 
ple, especially of the middle and lower 
classes, maintain a genuine faith in reme- 
dies bearing his name, and the city of 
Paris has long since shown its apprecia- 
tion of his services, both as a man and a 
chemist, by erecting a handsome statue 
to his memory in the Boulevard which 
has been named after him. 


Love Without Hope. 


The young doctor and his friend, the drug 
clerk, were sitting at the club window when a 
richly-dressed lady passed by. 

‘There goes the only woman I ever loved,” 
remarked the young M.D. 

“That so?” queried the other. ‘Then why 
don’t you marry her?” 

“Can’t afford to,” replied the doctor. ‘She is 
my best patient.”—Chicago News. 
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Items of Personal Interest. 


George N. Lawrence, B. C. P., ’98, is clerking 
with k. R. Collard, at 2386 Manhattan avenue, 
Brooklyn. 


Jas. E. Davis, of Williams, Davis, Brooks & 
Hinchman’s Sons, Detroit, was noticed in the 
drug market last week. 


Messrs. Hayne and Whittaker of Antwerp, N. 
Y., visited New York last week and made some 
purchases in the drug market. 


The name of the Union Drug Co., of New 
York, of which George Gregorious is ‘the presi- 
dent, has been changed to Consumers’ Drug Co. 


A new retail drug store has just been opened 
at the corner of Sixth avenue and Fourth street, 
in the Borough of Brooklyn, by Murray & Rob- 
erts. 


H. A, Metz sailed for Europe last Tuesday on 
the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse. He will remain 
away about five weeks on the business of his 
firm, Victor Koechl & Co. 


A delegation of the Phi Chi Society, Chapter 
House of the University of Michigan, came to 
this city and on Wednesday evening “swung 
out” a chapter of the Phi Chi in the New York 
College of Pharmacy. 


Mrs. D. K. Gilbert, of Plattsburg, N. Y., well 
known to the harmacists of the State as a for- 
mer vice-president of the New York State Phar- 
maceutical Association, was in New York buy- 
ing goods since our last. 


John Heidingsfelder, who owned a retail drug 
store at the corner of First avenue and Fifty- 
eighth street, New York City, died on Monday, 
November 14th. He was a member of the Ger- 
man Apothecaries’ Association. 


Edward Ehrlich, who was until lately in the 
employ of A. Salinger, retail druggist at the 
corner of Manhattan avenue and 106th street, 
is now working for Eimer & Amend, on Third 
avenue, corner of Eighteenth street, ‘New York 
City. 


William Schaff, N. Y. C. P., ’91, who owns 
the retail drug store at 798 Eighth avenue, was 
made happy a few days ago when his wife pre- 
sented him with a little son. Mother and boy 
are reported as doing well, and congratulations 
are in order. 


F. J. Bache, formerly in the employ of M. 
Silvermann, retail druggists on St. Ann’s avenue, 
corner of 134th sired, nee — a position 
as head clerk at T. M. Davies’ pharmacy, at the 
corner of Third Rad, and Thirty-sixth street, 
New York City. 


J. O. Barnaby, who was formerly in business 
for himself in the Borough of Brooklyn, has ac- 
cepted the position of —. er of the retail drug 
store omen by the J. egeman Drug Com- 
pany, Third avenue, yt of Thirty-first 
street, Manhattan. 


A. Boyer, formerly clerking at George V. 
Gentry’s pharmacy, at the corner of Fifth avenue 
and Seventeenth street, Borough of Brooklyn, is 
now in the employ of John G. Wischerth, phar- 
macist at the corner of Bedford and Green 
avenues, in the same borough. 


H. A. Bernstein & Co. have purchased the re- 
tail drug store at the corner of Seventh avenue 
and 112th street, New York City, from the 
former owner, jon is Ludwig, and have christ- 
ened it “The Drive Pharmacy.” Thomas Hand 
has been engaged as the manager. 


Professor A. H. Brundage, of the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy, mem er of the Board of 
Pharmacy of Greater New York, has almost re- 
covered from a slight illness, which confined him 
to the house for several days. Much sympath 
was expressed with the Professor during his ilk. 
ness. 


A. U. Weisenburg, who owns a retail drug 
store at No. 133 Summit avenue, West Ho- 
boken, has just bought another store at the cor- 
ner of Clinton avenue and High street, in the 
same municipality, from C, F. Wohnlich, and 
will conduct it as a branch of his other phar- 
macy. 


James Wilson, N. Y. C. P., ’93, for a num- 
ber of years the head clerk at De Goldwater’s 
pharmacy, on Willis avenue, corner of 138th 
street, has bought the retail drug store on the 
same avenue, corner of 186th street, from J. 
Leon Lascoff, who owned the pharmacy for 
about four weeks. 


E. O. Gates, formerly in the employ of C. E. 
Blodgett, Portland, Conn., and more recently 
with C, M, Barbour, pharmacist of Westerly, 
R. I., has come to Greater New York, and ac- 
cepted a position as clerk at George A. Browne’s 
pharmacy, at 1387 Broadway, corner of Palmetto 
street, Borough of Brooklyn. 


Thomas Lamb, formerly well known in Man- 
hattan, as head ‘clerk for Hegeman & Co., cor- 
ner of Thirtieth Street and Broadway, is mak- 
ing a success of the pharmacy which he is con- 
ducting at 125 Court street in Brooklyn Borough 
under the name of Thomas Lamb & Co. This 
is said to be the oldest established drug store in 
Brooklyn. 


Charles R. Doane, widely known as a manu- 
facturer of seidlitz powders, died at his home, 
206 Hewes street, Brooklyn, N. Y., on Novem- 
ber - of rheumatism, after an illness of one 
week. Mr. Doane was born in Brooklyn, and 
resided hese all hie life. He was a member of 
St. Albans Lodge No. 56, F. and A. M. He is 
survived by his mother and two brothers. 


Wm, R. Warner, of Wm. R. Warner & Co., 
Philadelphia, returned last week from a Euro- 
pean trip. While at Naples he ascended to the 
crater of Vesuvius, and was much impressed 
with the grandeur of the sight. What with the 
noise within the crater and the sulphur fumes, 
both within and without, he found it impos- 
sible to stand his ground more than a few 
minutes. 


Adolph F. Drollinger, N. Y. C. P., ’96, who 
uliael t in the United States Navy when the 
war with Spain broke out, and who is at pres- 
ent the apothecary of the U. S. S. Arethusa, 
stationed at League Island, Philadelphia, was in 
New York on election day, calling upon his 
numerous friends. He says he is under: sail- 
ing orders, but believes the Arethusa will re- 
main at League Island for another month. 


George _Gregorious, president of the Con- 
sumers’ Drug Company of New York, paid a 
visit one day this month to the extensive phar- 
maceutical establishment of Parke, Davis & 
in Detroit. He went at the express icevitation 
of the firm, and the courtesy extended to him 
was all the more appreciated as it is a rare thin 
for this firm to single out an individual for suc 
distinction. He was accompanied by Dr. 

Bird, of Parke, Davis & Co.’s local staff. 


Dr. Harold Fries, of Fries Bros., manufactur- 
ing chemists, 92 Reid street, New "York, has re- 
turned to the city after a month’s stay in 
Europe, Fries Bros. are the agents and sole 
representatives of a_ number of foreign chem- 
ical houses, and Dr. Fries visited London, Paris 
and Berlin while abroad. Dr. Fries is a gradu- 
ate of the University of Berlin, having. taken his 
degree in philosophy there after graduating 
from the School of Mines of Columbia Uni- 
versity several years ago. 


The drug trade is represented nearly every 
evening in the cafe of the Waldorf-Astoria at 
this season of the year, as druggists appreciate 
the fact that a good dinner helps smooth out 
business matters. On one evening during the 
horse show some half dozen of the drug trade 
were noted taking dinner in the cafe, the dif- 
ferent parties te Se J. Hal Bobbitt, of Ra- 


leigh, N. C., who came on to “take in” the 


horse show; Clarence Fox, of Fox, Fultz & 
¥ and Louis Dohme and Ernest ‘Stoffregen, 
of Sharp & Dohme. 


The Borough of Richmond Pharmaceutical 
Association of New York City has allied itself 
with the N. A. D. Secretary Ernst L. A. 
Ballin writes that, at a meeting held November 
7th, at St. George, Staten Island, the following 
resolution was adopted: ‘*W hereas, the Borough 
of Richmond Pharmaceutical Association is fully 
in sympathy with the movement of the N. A. 
R. D., be 4 resolved, that this Association apply 
to the N. R. D. for membership and _ promise 
to assist Pag N. A. R. D. in its aims.” Eighteen 
dollars were subscribed, and directed to be sent 
to the National Association. 


John J. McLaughlin, 40 years old, a druggist 
at Ninth avenue and Eighteenth street, Brook- 
lyn, was found dead in the room in the rear 
of the store a few nights ago. The store had 
been closed all day, and the police, fearing that 
something was wrong, broke in the door, and 
when they were unable to get McLaughlin to 
speak, summoned Ambulance Surgeon Smith 
from the Seney Hospital. Dr. Smith said that 
the druggist had been dead for twenty-four 
hours and that death was due to excessive drink- 
ing. McLaughlin was not married and lived in 
the rear of the store. He and his clerk, Carl 
Eylardi, had been “oo j heavily for several 
days. Eylardi was found in an unconscious 
condition on Ninth avenue, near Seventeenth 
street, at 6 o’clock, on November Ist. He was 
suffering from alcoholism, and was taken to the 
Seney Hospital by Surgeon Smith. 


“Shorter Hours’? Methods. 


The methods adopted by “The Druggists’ 
League for Shorter Hours’ to attain the ends 
of the organization are not likely to increase the 
membership nor the standing of the society. 
The attacks made upon the drug trade in New 
York, through the columns of the yellow jour- 
nals, instigated by some of the officials, are 
enough to drive reputable druggists to adopt 
violent remedies. here is no question about 
the need of shorter hours of labor for druggists 
and their clerks, and it is to be hoped that such 
a condition will be attained, but it can be done 
only by legitimate means, not by the methods 
of the professional agitator.—Canadian Pharmaceu- 
tical Journal. 


The Druggists’ League for Shorter Hours is 
protesting through the daily press against what 
Thimme is pleased to call the “stream of vilifi- 
cation now pouring through the columns of the 
drug trade press.” As an offset to this the Cen- 
tral Labor Union has placed the shorter hours 

itation in charge of Mr. her ¥ president 
of the hostlers’ union of the New York Street 
Cleaning Department. The “stream” will prob- 
ably now “pour” with greater volume than 
ever. Those connected with the trade who de- 
sire to be directed by a street cleaner are wel- 
come to their company.—Drug Topics. 





American Chemical Society. 


The principal paper presented at the 
last meeting of the New York Section of 
the American Chemical Society, which 
was held at the College of the City of 
New York on November 11th, had for its 
subject “The Present Status of the 
Periodic Law,” and was presented by F. 
P. Venable, Professor of Chemistry in the 
University of North Carolina. M. 
Atwater, of Syracuse, read a paper on 
“Chemical Glassware,” in the course of 
which a statement was made that the 
market for chemical glassware in Amer- 
ica was the best in the world, and there 
was no reason why American manufactur- 
ers should not furnish everything needed 
in this line without recourse to importa- 
tion. 

The announcement was made that the 
outlook for the formation of a chemical 
club was very favorable, a_ sufficient 
amount having been guaranteed tu cover 
the first year’s expenses of the club, 
while a very considerable number had sig- 
nified their intention of joining the club 
should it be formed. An announcement 
was also made that the next general meet- 
ing of the American Chemical Society 
will be held in this city on November 27th 
and 28th. 
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KINGS COUNTY SOCIETY 
MEETS 





And Hears Report of Delegates to 
St. Louis, 


The usual monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
was held on Tuesday, November 15th, at 
the rooms of the College of Pharmacy, 
329 Franklin avenue, Brooklyn. There 
was only a limited attendance, and bar- 
ring an excited harangue by John Gal- 
lagher, the advocate of “shorter hours,” 
the proceedings were tame and devoid of 
interest. President Adrian Paradis occu- 
pied the chair, and Flavel N. Bliss, sec- 
retary, recorded the proceedings. An ap- 
plication for membership in the Society 
was received from Peter A. Morse, of 394 
Cooper street, Brooklyn, which took the 
usual course. The reports of officers 
were called for, and Secretary Bliss and 
Treasurer Ray made brief reports. Presi- 
dent Paradis then called for the report 
of the delegates to the convention of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists 
held at St. Louis last month. Former 
President Wm. Muir responded on be- 
half of himself and his colleague, Wm. C. 
Anderson, who were the accredited dele- 
gates of the Society. 

Mr. Muir prefaced his report with an 
expression of disappointment at the slim 
attendance. He expected a greater display 
of interest in the report on the part of the 
members. The report was somewhat 
lengthy, and considered in detail the work 
of the organization meeting of the N. A. 
R. D., and recited the resolutions adopted. 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE ST. LOUIS MEETING. 


“Among the marked features of the 
meetixg,” the report stated, “were the 
earnestness and harmony that prevailed 
during the entire session. The delegates 
consisted of picked men from every sec- 
tion of the country, not present as indi- 
viduals,” Mr. Muir said, “but authorized 
to speak for their respective State and lo- 
cal organizations. 


AN IMPRESSIVE GATHERING. 


“Never before was there gathered to- 
gether a more impressive representation 
of the retail drug trade, and never be- 
fore in the history of organizations of re- 
tailers had the members assembled with 
so well defined a purpose in view as that 
held by these delegates. 

“Confidence in the looked-for results 
of organization was a part of the general 
feeling of enthusiasm and determination 
which appeared to permeate everybody 
connected with the movement.” 

In summing up the results of the na- 
tional meeting, Mr. Muir directed espe- 
cial attention to the enthusiastic joint 
meeting with the N. W. D. A. and the 
N. P. A. This, he said, was a recogni- 
tion of the power of the new organization 
and of its authority to speak for the re- 
tailer that was most convincing. He con- 
tinued: 

“The character of the new movement 
demonstrates that the retail druggists are 
in earnest, and the result is that the dif- 
ferences of opinion between the several 
branches having similar interests are 
nearer reconciliation than ever before. 


WILL MAKE ITS INFLUENCE FELT. 


“The new organization is destined to 
make its influence felt in promoting the 
commercial interests of the retail drug- 


gist. An illustration of this is to be found 
in the action of the Proprietary Associa- 
tion in agreeing to recommend to its 
members to make no charge for the war 
revenue stamps. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN THE N. A. R. D. 


“To make the new association a suc- 
cess the local and State associations must 
add to their strength by enrolling in their 
ranks every reputable pharmacist in the 
several localities. The members of the 
various State and local societies must not 
expect that the new association will 
remedy at one time all the ills to which 
the business is heir, but if during the 
present year it succeeds in relieving the 
trade of but one or two of these burdens, 
it will have done a service sufficient to 
repay every pharmacist for the amount 
paid in to his local or State association.” 

After the adoption of the report, Mr. 
Muir informed the meeting that the dele- 
gates of the Kings County Pharmaceu- 
tical Society had pledged the Society to 
subscribe the sum of $25 to the funds of 
the N. A. R. D. This amount was to be 
raised by an assessment of 25 cents on 
each member, but T. J. France considered 
it better to first withdraw the money from 
the funds of the Society, forward it to the 
treasurer of the N. A. R. D., and after- 
wards collect from the members. This 
course was accordingly taken. 

Mr. Muir asked for the appointment of 
a committee of three, to be named by the 
president, to meet a similar committee 
of the New York College of Pharmacy 
and of the German Apothecaries’ Society 
to arrange for a conference with these 
bodies, with a view of taking action on 
pending and anticipated legislation. 


“SHORTER HOURS” OPPOSED TO N. A. R. D. 


It was at this point that Mr. Gallagher, 
of the Shorter Hours League, was heard 
from. He ignored the question before 
the meeting, and going back to a matter 
that had been disposed of, asked for in- 
formation regarding the number of mem- 
bers in attendance at the previous meet- 
ing, when it was voted to send delegates 
to represent the Society at the St. Louis 
convention. The question came as a sur- 
prise to the members, who knew that Gal- 
lagher took part in the proceedings of the 
meeting which chose Messrs. Muir and 
Anderson to represent the Society. 
Chairman Paradis did not think of shut- 
ting him off until he got in an expression 
of his views regarding the newly organ- 
ized National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists. He said: “For myself, I do not 
believe that the N. A. R. D. will ever 
amount to anything. I do not believe it 
the proper thing for retail druggists to 
dicker with the members of the Proprie- 
tary Association. There is altogether too 
much organizing. This multiplying of 
associations is all wrong. The Commer- 
cial Section of the A. Ph. A. was insti- 
tuted for just the _—— contemplated 
by the N. A. R. 

TALKING WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF THE 


FACTS. 


It was evident that the speaker had an 
entire misconception of the plan and 
scope of organization of the N. A. 
D., for he spoke of its membership as be- 
ing confined to a “lot of little retail drug- 
gists,” and he asked if any of the “larger 
dealers or cutting druggists” had identi- 
fied themselves with the movement. He 
harangued the meeting in this style for 
some time, and succeeded in telling the 
members that “the retailer should make 


his own proprietary preparations and be 
independent of the manufacturers,” be- 
fore he took his seat. 

He was effectively replied to by Mr. 
Muir, who pointed out the advantages 
which had already been derived by the 
trade from the new organization. 

After the resolution to appoint a con- 
ference committee of three to meet a sim- 
ilar committee from the two pharmaceuti- 
cal societies in Manhattan was adopted, 
Mr. Muir introduced an agent of the 
People’s Telephone Company, of New 
York, who was accorded the privilege of 
addressing the meeting to explain the ad- 
vantages of a new telephone system which 
the members were asked to install in place 
of the Bell system. Some routine Society 
business was then transacted after which 
the meeting adjourned. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Enthusiasm Over the N. A. R. D. 


BuFFaLo, Nov. 21.—The Erie County 
Pharmaceutical Association met Novem- 
ber 16, principally for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the report of the delegates to the 
St. Louis convention of retail druggists. 
President Reimann presented a_ written 
document and Thomas Stoddart followed 
orally at some length, both expressing the 
utmost enthusiasm over the new move- 
ment and so far succeeding in interesting 
the meeting in it that at the close of the 
report it was voted to apply for member- 
ship in the national organization. The re. 
tail trade is not a little encouraged over 
the progress already made, especially in 
the enlisting of so many in the movement 
who will be able to assist it materially. 
Even wholesalers and manufacturers and 
their representatives say without hesita- 
tion that they are fully aware of the low 
state of the retail trade and would be glad 
on their own account to see it once more 
on its feet, for the general tone of the 
trade would be improved and all branches 
of the business would be benefited. 


Work of the Erie County Board. 


The Erie County Board of Pharmacy 
at its last meeting granted a pharmacist’s 
license to John G. Brooks on his diploma, 
B. C. P., 96. He is engaged at J. A. 
Lockie’s drug store. The Board is please:l 
o find by means of its census of drug 
clerks in the city that all were registered 
but a mere half dozen who were out of the 
city or out of a job when the registry sea- 
son came round. Still it was popularly 
reported that there were dozens of them 
who were positively unregistered.” 


LOCAL NEWS NOTES. 


William S. Root, of Buffalo, a member of the 
entering class of the College of Pharmacy, has 
taken a clerkship at McArthur’s pharmacy. 





Robert J. Coulson, son of William Coulson, 
the well-known Buffalo druggist, is a member 
of the crew of the luckless cruiser Buffalo, hav- 
ing shipped as apothecary. 


J. A. Lackie, of Buffalo, N. Y., recently went 
under an operation for a »pendicitis at the Buf- 
falo General Hospital. He has many friends 
here who meus with him, and hope for a 
speedy recovery. 


Dr. Eli H. Long, professor in the College 
of Pharmacy, has added to his work by takin 
also the Professorship of Materia Medica a 
Therapeutics in the College of Medicine, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Charles Cary, who has been made 
professor of clinical medicine in the latter 
college. 


In bowling, the pharmacists’ club is coming 
to the front also. President George Reimanr 
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of the Pharmaceutical Association last week 
made a score of 221, the largest ever made in 
the club. A contest of the druggist bowling 
clubs of New York, Chicago and Baltimore is 
to be held here after the holidays. 


Business Good in Rochester. 


RocneEstTeEr, Nov. 19.—For the past two 
weeks quite an improvement has been 
noted in the drug business here. It has 
been a steady increase, and everything 
points to a continuation of it. Jobbers are 
doing a good business, and the retailers 
are hustling more than they have for the 
past year. 


ROCHESTER NEWS NOTES. 


The Strassenburgh flats, which are owned by J. 
R. Strassenburgh, one of our enterprising phar- 
macists, narrowly escaped destruction by fire 
recently. 


On election night while F. A. Nagle and fam- 
ily were spending the evening with friends, 
some members of the “light-fingered fraternity” 
called at their residence and relieved them of 
about four hundred dollars’ worth of jewelry. 


Fred P. Hingston, who took a prominent part 
in the organization of the Rochester Druggists’ 
Bowling Club, was here Friday night and 
bowled with the boys. He is very much en- 
couraged with the skill the boys have developed 


so far. 
With the Bowlers. 


The Rochester Druggists’ Bowling Club is 
hard at work developing their arms and getting 
accustomed to give the ball just such a 
twirl as will send the pins aflying, so that 
when they meet in Buffalo, that great, big “‘chi 
which they boast they have on their Booker 
may be reduced to splinters. 

Every Friday evening the boys meet at Ab- 
ersold’s alley, and choosing sides roll till mid- 
night. At their last meeting they lined up as 
follows: Hingston, Zimmerman, Hahn, Demp- 
sey and Tobey on the one side, and Lutt, Van- 
derbilt, Strassenburgh, Sullivan and Moore on 
the other. 

The first game was easily won by the Hingston- 
ites, but to lend excitement to the lively 
game, the Luttites took a brace, and one of the 
cleverest and most exciting of the games so far 
was rolled. It seemed for a while as if the 
victors would be humbled, but in the midst of 
the excitement, Dempsey did some fine pin- 
picking and rescued the game. He was hailed 
as champion pin-picker, and for a moment the 
excitement was tremendous. 

The Luttites put up a poor game for the last 
one. Viciory being snatched away just as it 
seemed secured, dazed them, and this game also 
was credited to the Hingstonites. 

Lutt, Strassenburgh and Moore did some fine 
work in the clearing of frames for their side, 
but they were hardly a match for the five old 
bowlers on the other side. 


STATE NEWS. 


W. S. Jones is the pone of the firm which suc- 
ceeds L. W. and W. S. Jones at Port Jervis, 


Youngs’ pharmacy succeeds C. S. Abrams, at 
Middletown, N. Y. Mr. Youngs was formerly 
clerk for Mr. Dikeman in Goshen. 


Frank W. Dean will open a new store in the 
new Moon block at the corner of Chenango and 
Lewis streets, Binghamton, about December 10. 


Clifford L. Bailey, recently with D. H. Palm- 
er, of Main street, Binghamton, and Harris M. 
Dixon, for the past eight or nine years with 
H. R. Bonfoey, the Ferry street druggist, have 
bought the drug store of Frank W. Dean, 162 
Main street. Mr. Bailey was in the employ of 
Mr. Dean for several years. 





A Pharmacopoeial Fellowship. 


The Committee on Revision and Pub- 
lication of the U. S. P., 1890-1900, have 
set aside the sum of $815 for expenses in 
research work in the chemical laboratory 
of the University of Michigan during the 
present year. Of this amount $500 goes 
as a fellowship to Dr. H. M. Gordon, a 
graduate of the University of Berne, and 
$200 to Paul Merrill, M. S., both of whom 
are resident students. The remainder of 


the sum is set aside for laboratory and 
other expenses. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
M.C. P. Club Meeting. 


Boston, Nov. 21.—An_ enthusiastic 
meeting of the M. C. P. Club was held 
at the American House November 9, with 
President Balch in the chair. A banquet 
was served from 9 to 11 p. m., after which 
a business meeting was held and the fol- 
lowing six candidates admitted to mem- 
bership: A. C. Robertson, Boston; Frank 
H. Shurtliff, Ph.G., Boston; W. B. Fitts, 
Somerville; G. B. Grover, Ph.G., Somer- 
ville; A. F. Barnes, Ph.G., Charlestown, 
and James McVey, Beverly. 


A Military “ Angel.” 


George W. Cobb, of East Boston, is the 
“Good Samaritan” to Company C, Fifth 
Regiment. Through his instrumentality, 
ably assisted by Mrs. Cobb, a sum of 
money has been raised for the benefit of 
the company, in the purchase of necessar- 
ies and luxuries. As a result of the 
pledges which these workers have received 
$50 to $100 are sent to the company every 
month. Mr. Cobb has also forwarded 
boxes of medicines and cigars. His son 
is the clerk of this company. 


Pharmacists in Politics. 


At the State election recently held Wil- 
liam D. Wheeler, Ph.G., ex-secretary M. 
C. P., was elected to the Legislature, re- 
ceiving a handsome vote. Mr. Wheeler is 
no novice in politics, having served his 
district in the City Council for the last 
two years. Another Ph.G., Charles J. 
Countie, ran for the House of Representa- 
tives on the Democratic ticket. Mr. Coun- 
tie’s ward is a strong Republican strong- 
hold, so that he was not elected, but he 
did demonstrate his popularity in his dis- 
trict by receiving many more votes than 
his Democratic running-mate. 


Only Three Out of Thirty-two. 


The Board of Pharmacy held examina- 
tions November 16 and 17, and of the 
thirty-two candidates examined, the fol- 
lowing were successful: Michael A. 
Tobin, Oakdale; Robert A. Glesmann, 
Holyoke; James W. Delehanty, Boston. 


BOSTON NEWS. 


Nathaniel J. Rust, Jr., has entered the office 
of the Rust-Richardson Drug Co. 


The Rust-Richardson Co. has accepted the dis- 
oo agency for the New England Pharma- 
cal Co. 


The Waltham Druggists’ Association met No- 
vember 18th and a uniform price list on patent 
medicines was adopted. 


Virgil A. Rowe, whose store is at Highland- 
ville, has been granted at sixth-class license by 
the selectmen of Needham. 


Hon. Gorham D. Gilman delivered an_ illus- 
trated lecture on the “Hawaiian Islands” at 
the Congregational Church, Waltham, recently. 


M. A. Corman is to open a new store in the 
Y. M. C. A. building, Salem. He is to have 
a fixtures, the handiwork of C. P. Whit- 
tle, 


The store of the Page Dru Dudley street, 
Dorchester, was press Drug Co few nights ago. 
Some cigars “ond a small sum of money were 
taken. 


G. F. Ropes, of Salem, has retired, and the 
business will be conducted by the George F. 
Ropes Co., the active managers being Messrs. 
Parkhurst ‘and Pedrick, formerly with Jaynes 
& Co., of this city. 


Weeks & Potter have been missing articles 
from their stock, and finally had one of their 
clerks arrested on the charge of larceny of 
chewing gum. In court the clerk was convicted, 


and sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory. 
An appeal was taken. 


Paul C. Klein, Ph.G., whose store is at the 
corner of Boylston and Tremont streets, the site 
of the subway gas explosion of some months 
ago, is proving an important witness in the 
damage suits which have been brought against 
the city and various corporations. 


J. LeRoy McGowan is to open a new store in 
Brookline. It will be located on Cypress street, 
and is to be in white and gold. C,. P. Whittle 
furnishes the fixtures, also the combination 
show cases. Mr. McGowan formerly worked at 
the Harrison avenue store of Jaynes & Co. 


I. Shapira is proprietor of a store at 100 Salem 
street. Just at present he is minus a clerk, a 
new overcoat, some cigars and $32 in money. 
It is supposed that the last mentioned articles 
accompanied the clerk. W. A. Stiles is the name 
of the individual, and he has worked for Mr. 
Shapira since last July, and was thought to be 
thoroughly reliable. 


Massachusetts College Notes. 


Linus D. Drury, Ph.G., has been elected 
auditor by the trustees. 


Dr. Williamson, of Scotland, a few days ago, 
spoke to the students on the Intercollegiate Y. 
M. C. A. movement. 


Alton C. Sherman, Ph.G., secretary of the 
college, was married on October 12th to Miss 
Emma H. Tillson, at Taunton, Mass. 


The class of ’99, M. C. P., has organized with 
the following officers: President, . T. Simp- 
son; vice-president, J. E. Stacy; secretary and 
treasurer, R. D. Judd; Executive Committee, 
F. Stanford, H. D. Abbott, P. Hall, W. Wil- 
son, S. S. McCully. 


Work for the A. Ph. A. 


Wilbur L. Scoville, of Boston, as secre- 
tary of the Scientific Committee of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, 
has issued the following circular letter re- 
questing the co-operation of the practic- 
ing druggists: 


In the daily life of the druggist many ques- 
tions arise of a practical nature which might 
be answered by a series of experiments, but 
which for the lack of time, or suitable apparatus, 
or of other facilities, remain unsolved. Such are 
troublesome or unsatisfactory formulas, difficult 
or unsightly prescriptions, questions of the re- 
lation of quality to cost of drugs or chemicals,. 
lengthy or complicated processes which might 
be simplified, and problems concerning all the 
phases of practical pharmacy. 

The colleges of pharmacy of the United States 
and Canada are in a position to work out many 
of these problems without cost to the druggist, 
and would doubtless be glad to show their in- 
terest in practical matters by undertaking such 
investigations and presenting their results in 
papers at the next meeting of the American. Phar- 
maceutical Association. 

The Association is in ge athy with the drug- 
gists in these matters, will undertake to 
find investigators for Poms uestions as may 
be submitted. To this end all druggists, whether 
members of the Association or not, are invited 
to send questions, or descriptions of difficulties 
a any branch of practical pharmacy, 

rovements desired in specified formulas 
ras erein a difficulty is described), etc., as early 
as_ possible. 

Inasmuch as the colleges close in the early 
spring, and time is required for investigation, 
an early attention to this invitation is desired. 
No questions should be submitted later than 
May 1, 1899. While the committee cannot agree 
to solve all problems, and must reserve the right 
to reject such as are not of general interest, yet 
with your prompt co-operation in stating ‘what 
you as a practical druggist, are specially es 
ested in, we hope to make this a personal, 
well as of general value. 

Communications on the subject should be ad- 
dressed to Prof. Scoville at the College of 
Pharmacy, Boston. 


The Maine Association. 


A special meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Maine Pharmaceutical Association was 
held at Waterville, November llth. The follow- 
ing members were present: W. A. Robinson, of 
Auburn, president; A. M. Robinson, Bangor, 
first vice-president: G. A. Parcher, Ellsworth, 
second vice-president; H. Boynton, Biddeford, 
third vice-president; M. L. Porter, Danforth, 
secretary. It was voted to hold the next annual 
meeting at Portland on July 6 and 7, 1899. The 
Entertainment and Transportation Committee is 
composed of D. W. Haseltine, B. R. Lane, 
M. Follansbee and W. H. Norton, of Portland. 
E. A. Hale was elected local secretary. 
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OHIO. 
What Is a Poison? 


CincinnaTI, O., Nov. 20.—President 
Frank Freericks, of the Cincinnati Acad- 
emy of Pharmacy, read a paper at the 
recent meeting of the P. A. entitled 
“Poison, its Legal Definition and Sale.” 
Mr. Freericks has been requested to give 
the paper a local reading and he will 
probably do so in the near future. Mr. 
Freericks holds that it is not enough to 
define what constitutes poisonous charac- 
ter, as that presupposes a knowledge oi 
drugs on the part of the general public 
sufficient to enable every one to deter- 
mine, or rather to know, all substances 
which have that character. Such knowl- 
edge is hardly within the reach of those 
who are in constant touch with the sub- 
ject and certainly cannot be expected to 
come by intuition. It was lately reported 
that death had occurred as a result of the 
administration of one of the new synthet- 
ics, which had no previous toxicological 
history, and it was editorially remarked 
that this particular synthetic was of too 
recent a birth to have such a _ history. 
When a chemist sees N in a chemical 
equation, experience warrants him in con- 
necting it with explosive powder when he 
is dealing with a body unfamiliar to him, 
but there is no beware mark for poisons 
to be read by him who runs. The fact 
that a certain thing can act as a poison is 
too often found out in the same manner 
as the dangerous character of the “un- 
loaded gun.” Manifestly the only rationa! 
way is to label all “guns” that are known 
to be loaded and follow the same course 
with such things as are known to act as 
poisons. 





Burglars Foiled. 


The officers of the Buckeye Paint & 
Varnish Co., at Toledo, were burglarized 
recently, the safe being blown open ap- 
parently in an effort to secure the funds 
supposed to be in the hands of Mr. 
Whalen of this company, who is the 
treasurer of the State Democratic Com- 
mittee. The burglars failed in their ob- 
ject, however, as they only succeeded in 
blowing off the vault doors, but did not 
succeed in getting at the strong box con- 
taining the funds in hand. 


The Ohio Board. 


The State Board of Pharmacy has fin- 
ished its work on the examination papers 
of the recent meeting, and gives out the 
following list of successful applicants: 


Pharmacists—Jacob oo Cleveland; B. 
Brickman, Defiance; J. E. Sardinia; iGo 
a ardin, Circleville; Henr 4 Roy Cadiz; 

Oo. Finnical, Cadiz; S. R. Souders, Crooks: 
ville; oe Oe Gander, Columbus Grove; G. L. 
Yeager, Perrysburg; Margaret H. Cramer, Hub- 
bard; F, J. Ullrich, Ironton; M. E. Helmick, 
Commercial Point; Gilliam, Nevada; T. 
M. Baker, Ho edale; yi; Mueller, Cleveland; 
A. H. Stren i incinnati; J. G. Matteson, West 

lem; J. G. Mannhardt, Galion; Theo. Quere, 
leveland; A. B. King, Delphos; KF. H. Umben- 
haur, Columbus; F. W. Hilles, Barnesville; Net- 
tie S. Prentice, Paulding; Joseph Gates, jr, To- 
ledo; Carl Schall, Cincinnati; ae ae: Sites, 

da; W. T. Kull, Columbus; F. A. Votypka, 
Cleveland; F. W. Tobin, Oberlin; CR, ws 
Canton; J. H. Darnbegs en, Cincinnati; Pp. 
Loesser, Toledo; John Ford, § Scio; L. M. rep. 
bel, McComb; R. Burkhardt, Cleveland; Caro- 
line S. ca White House; Hoffman, Cin- 
cinnati; F. S. Bunn, Salineville; W. M. Cowell, 
Cleveland; E. i; Rogers, Da ne ¥ R. Frye, 

cio; A. F urt, Clevelan L. Wagner, 
Brooklyn; J. R. Bolles, ae Mg “Green; iG. E. 
a Cleveland; Hermann, Hamilton; 
reorge F. Phelps, Dayton; F. W. Mayer, Cleve: 
land; W. A. Lutz, Joseph Bock, Columbus; C. 
H. Sandmeister, Bellevue; ae ely Schwartz, Cin- 
cinnati; T. A. Springer, Celina; S. W. Craig, 


Cincinnati; G. Edgar Crute, Fredericktown; G. 
Saunders, Athens; T. G. ordon, Uhrichs- 
ville; Carl J. Biehe, Sandusky; W. A. Zoller, 
Hamilton; John "Meb s, John Morrissey, = 
lumbus; G Bh McBride, Youngstown; P 
Casey, Columbus; F. H. Pape, Dalton; he 
Reid, Dresden; "Jay > Norwalk; C. C. 
—* New Carlisle; L. J. Czechowski, Cleve- 
an 
Assistant Pharmacists—Conrad Schwarzalder, 
Cleveland; M. H. Shoemaker, Ashley; M. M. 
Schaffer, Chesterville; Frank Bolte, Cincinnati; 
J. Gs Bender, Cleveland; J. F. Lyon, Youngs- 
town; William  F. Newbaur, Akron; F. W. 
Frice, Pomeroy; W. C. Francis, Bridgeport; 
Owen Vance, Oberlin; F. P. Lehr, Cleveland; 
M. A. Thomipson, Chillicothe; Edward Hawm, 
Akron; F. R. Swartz, Lancaster; H. B. Wright, 
Clyde; i B. Hastings, Sciotoville; A. J. Pries- 
endorter, Defiance; F. —" Ziegler, Springfield; 
| i 4 Hornbrook, W. Stephens, Barnesville: 
John Weik oe Mag B. R. Thomas somner 
town; M. L. Conn, Washington _C. H.; Frank 
McGrew, Canal Fulton; W. M. Hinson, ’Carroll- 
ton. 


Sixty-eight passed as pharmacists out 
of 108, and 18 out of 24 as assistant phar- 
macists. Seven who took the examin- 
ation for pharmacist and failed, will be 
allowed to become assistants, unless they 
wish to be re-examined. The per cent of 
successful candidates is larger than usual. 
The next examination will be held in 
Columbus on January 10th. 


HEARD ABOUT THE CITY. 


Holiday goods are displayed in all the drug 
stores. 


George Kylius is in Indiana on a hunting 
trip. 


John Ulrich’s son, of Aurora, is attending 
St. Xavier’s College. 


Angus T. Geiseler has purchased the store of D. 
W. Dana, at Algonac. 


Carey Driscoll, of Ghent, Ky., was in town 
last week, buying goods. 


A. L. Clemm succeeds Harry Dolson at 2700 
South Washington street, Saginaw. 


J. A. Judy has sold his drug store at Dry 
Ridge, Ky., and will become a miller. 


W. J. Hull, of Alexandria, S. D., contemplates 
starting a drug business in Pukwana, S. D. 


Robert J. Effinger, of Clark and Baymiller 
streets, was found dead in his store recently. 


E, P. Dube y oncom W. Dupont as manager 
of the Central Avenue harmacy, in Minneapolis. 


The Bertrams-Rousster Company is a new 
drug firm at Brookville, Ky. They have a 
large stock. 


Charles H. Gramm has purchased the Oak- 
wood pharmacy in the Gem City. The store is 
on Brown street. 


News that Dr. A. J. White, of Paskola fame, 
had died recently in Europe, caused regret 
among his local friends. 


It is likely that the indictment against ex- 
Health Officer Prendergast will be nollied. The 
Fraser Tablet Company will not prosecute. 


Prof, Charles T. P. Fennel has ordered a num- 
ber of improvements at the Cincinnati College 
of Pharmacy. There will be a recreation room. 


Fire damaged the store of James H. Martin 
at Winchester, Ky., on the night of October 19th. 
The blaze started in an adjoining hardware store. 


Frank G. King and wife are registered at the 
Palace. Mr. King is one of the leading drug- 
— of Frankfort, Ky. He is buying holiday 
goods. 


The effort to defeat State Dairy and Food 
Commissioner Blackburn failed. He ran several 
thousand votes behind his ticket, but was elect- 
ed just the same. His opponent was a man 
named John Baker. 


W._M. Plunkett, a leading druggist of Hinton, 
W. Va., was in Cincinnati ee. the past week 
buying drugs and holiday goods. He reports 


business as improving in the vailey in which he 
has been a life-long resident. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 





All Quiet Among the Quakers. 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21.—There seems 
to be an apathy in the drug trade at the 
present time. The wholesale dealers state 
that the business during the past two 
weeks has fallen off, although something 
of this kind was expected, as for some 
time past there has been a large demand 
for drugs and sundries from all over the 
country. 

Many of the retail druggists are getting 
their stores ready for the holiday trade 
and to all appearances they intend to 
make a far better display than was done 
last year. While the average retail drug- 
gist is somewhat of a pessimist he is look- 
ing more on the bright side this year than 
he has for a long time. 


Large Classes at the P. C. P. 


The old College of Pharmacy is going 
on in its usual quiet way. The classes this 
year are, if anything, larger than they 
were in 1897, and there seems to be an ex- 
ceptionally fine lot of students. The whole 
college has got the athletic craze, and from 
remarks made by some of the students 
there are a number of records to be 
broken and when the time comes they wiil 
be held by members of the 12 
This year the football team was started 
too late, but it is stated that next year a 
well-known coach is to be engaged and 
the other college teams will be given a 
chance to defend themselves. As yet the 
gymnasium has not been put in, but some- 
thing will soon be done in this matter. 


A Co-operative Plaster Factory. 


It is stated that a number of the lead- 
ing retail druggists of this city have com- 
bined to form a company to manufacture 
spread plasters at much lower prices than 
are now demanded by the manufacturers. 


PHILADELPHIA POINTERS. 


A new drug store at York avenue and Venango 
street is in the course of construction. 


James Moore, Ninth street and Susquehanna 
avenue, has sold his store to John M. Biehi. 


W. A. Whittum, Jr., of Chestnut Hill, is tak- 
ing an extended trip for pleasure through the 
tate. 


Charles Hilborn, 35 North Sixth street, re- 
orts a big demand by the retail druggists for 
ancy writing paper. He has a large supply of 
Christmas novelties. 


Dr. Geo. E. Dahis, who conducts the up-to- 
date pharmacy at Forty-ninth street and Wood- 
land avenue, has been appointed vaccine physi- 
cian for the Fortieth ward. 


Franklin C. Burk, of Flemington, N. J., was 
recently in the city purchasing a large amount 
of goods. Mr. Burk has enlarged his store and 
has added so much glass to it as to cause his 
patrons to call it the Ice Palace. 


R. B. Erwin Spain, who was for years with 
Robert Shoemaker & Co., recently. died of 
paralysis, after a very brief illness. | Mr. Spain 
was well known around town and had a host of 
friends. He leaves a widow and one child. 


Professor Remington’s son, Percy, who is 
not only a well known athlete but also one of 
the learned justices of the peace of Longport, 
has had his first case. He lately married one of 
the boatmen of that city to a charming lady. 
It is not stated whether Mr. Percy claimed the 
first kiss, but it is said he spent his fee, and 
more, too, in showing what a good fellow 
he is. It is stated he treated all his friends to 
a watermelon dinner. Such is justice. 
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ILLINOIS. 


Executive Committee of I. P. A. 
Meet and Report. 





CHARGES AGAINST THE BOARD 
OF PHARMACY NOT APPROVED. 





Criminal Recklessness Charged. 


Cuicaco, Nov. 21.—A special meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the IIli- 
nois Pharmaceutical Association was held 
on the 18th inst. The main purpose of the 
meeting was to select twenty-five names 
for the selection of officers for the State 
Board of Pharmacy, also the appointment 
of an Advisory Board to the State Uni- 
versity. 

A report was presented by the Commit- 
tee on Trade Interests of the Association, 
of which Thos. V. Wooten is the chair- 
man. In this report Mr. Wooten made an 
earnest appeal for recognition of and sup- 
port for the N. A. R. D. The report was 
received with the utmost favor, it being 
recognized as one of the best of its kind 
ever presented to the Association. 

The report of the Special Committee on 
investigating charges against the Board 
of Pharmacy was made by W. A. Dyche. 
The report recited -a portion of the 
charges and the Board’s reply and ended 
with the conclusions arrived at by the 
committee. It was the opinion of the 
committee that some of the charges were 
almost criminal in their recklessness and 
were unsupported by the facts. The com- 
mittee had considered the subject with 
the greatest care, sitting fifteen evenings 
and spending $97 in investigating and 
probing the matter. The report of the 
committee was adopted and approved, and 
the committee dismissed with a vote oi 
thanks. 


The Georgia Board. 


The Georgia Board of Pharmacy met 
in Atlanta November 15th, Chairman S. 
C. Durban presiding. There were pres- 
ent Messrs. S. C. Durban, chairman, Au- 
gusta; Henry R. Slack, secretary, La 
Grange; Geo. F. Payne and Harry Sharp, 
Atlanta. J. P. Turner was ill and ab- 
sent. Mr. Durban was sworn in for an- 
other term of five years by Governor 
Candler, and was re-elected chairman. 
Dr. Henry R. Slack was re-elected sec- 
retary and treasurer. 

A large class was examined, and out of 
it the following passed:A. Barnwell, R. B. 
Geiston, Tom Hurley, Jos. C. Morris, D. 
D. Moncrief, Herbert Respiss, P. W. 
Stubb, Jr., W. O. Stevens, W. R. Wylie, 
Macon; D. L. Cawley, Cordele; C. G. 
Durham, Acworth; F. P. Griffin, M. D. 
Leary, J. L. Jarvis, Ft. McPherson; Han- 
sell H. Hunter, Sparta; Robt. Y. Marlow, 
Savannah; J. Ed. Pittman, Athens; Ward 
Redwine, M.D., Atlanta; E. A. Stead, 
Cordele; W. E. Staley, Americus; W. S. 
Virgin, M.D., Washington. Mr. Jarvis 
made the highest average and was award- 
edacomplimentary certificate. The Board 
transacted some important business rela- 
tive to preventing the sale of adulterated 
drugs in the State, and then adjourned 
to meet in Atlanta March 13, 1899. 





RB. N. Benden, Jate in the employ of Williams, 
Davis, Brooks & Hinchman’s Sons, Detroit, has 
bought a drug store at Battie Creek. 


MISSOURI. 


One Practical Result of the N. A. 
R. D. Meeting. 


St. Louts, Nov. 18.—Practical results 
from the National Association of Retail 
Druggists have already become apparent 
here in St. Louis. At least there is one 
striking example which plainly illustrates 
what it is possible to do in the way of 
obtaining full prices. Immediately after 
the convention, I. M. Munyon, the patent 
medicine man, put two salesmen in this 
territory to introduce and sell a certain 
article of his which retails at one dollar. 
They decided to try the full-price plan, 
and have succeeded to the extent that even 
the leading cutters are selling it at full 
price, notwithstanding the fact that it has 
been very extensively advertised, which 
has caused an unusual demand for the 
article. 





Death of W. H. Collins. 


The death of this venerable druggist on 
November 18 came as both a shock and 
surprise to his host of friends and busi- 
ness associates. He came to this city from 
Springfield, Mass., in 1863, and has al- 
ways been in the drug business. He was 
president of the former Collins Bros. 
Drug Co., and at the time of his death 
was senior member of the Collins Bros. 
Medicine Co. 


The Alumni Meet. 


The Alumni Association of the St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy held their 
annual opening and banquet on the night 
of November 15. There was an immense 
crowd present to hear the lecture by Dr. 
H. M. Whelpley, and the attendance at 
the banquet was up to the average. 


CITY NEWS. 


S. Bedford, proprietor of the Finney avenue 
pharmacy, is very low with typhoid fever at 
present writing. 


Frank Foy, who left the Tilden Co, a few 
months ago, has returned and been given his 
position back in the office. 


McCormick, formerly with W. Grant, 
s718 Olive street, is clerking for Judge % Dolph 
while Manager Caffol is sick. 


F. C. Christman, of the firm of Noll & Christ- 
man, is to be matried on Thursday, November 
a to, a young lady at his old home, Red 

ud, ; 


Of the one hundred and thirty-six physicians 
who have registered to practice in this city 
since April Ist, seventeen of them are regis- 
tered pharmacists. 


The result of the meeting of the Druggists’ 
Cocked Hat League on the evening of November 
17th, was as follows: Mustards, 3; Catnips, 2; 
Junipers, 3; Burdocks, 


G. W. Steinnager, in charge of the city in- 
stitution trade for the Meyer Bros, Drug Co., 
was married on Tuesday, November 15, to Miss 
Julia R. Scheicky, formerly of Butte, Mont. 


Geo. G. Berg has sold his drug store at Vir- 
= avenue and Bates street to Dr. W. J. 
‘aye, formerly of Sumner, Mo. Mr. Berg ex- 
pects in the near future to go on the road for 
a local concern. 


Otto D’Amour, Jr., son of the well-known 
North Broadway pharmacist, died at Albu- 
querque, N. M., on November 13th. He was 
formerly a druggist in this city, and his wife 
was also a registered pharmacist. 


Meyer Bros.’ Employes Mutual Aid Associa- 
tion is arranging for its second annual ball, 
to be given on Thanksgiving night, Novem- 
ber 24th. The affair will be held at West End 


Hall, Vandaventer and Finney aves. 
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The jobbers at this place are endeavoring to 
locate some parties who have been selling an 
imitation of Paine’s Celery Compound, claiming 
it to be the genuine, at 25 cents per bottle. 
They have been around selling it from house to 
house. 


Dr. Nicholas Shanahan has sued Dr. Harry 
Stark to recover money paid for a drug store at 
Grand avenue and Caroline street last May. Dr. 
Shanahan claims that Dr, Stark deceived him as 
to the monthly receipts of the store, while 
Dr. Stark denies the charges. Dr. Stark was 
one of the first presidents of the St. Louis Drug 
Clerks’ Society. 


The Tower Grove avenue pharmacy at 1401 
Tower Grove avenue has changed hands, N. 
W. Reitz, the former proprietor, sold out on 
the evening of November llth to Dr. W. 
Lheitmer, and packed his trunk and left the 
city, saying he expected to go South. He is re- 
ported to have said that he might get married 
before he was many days older. 


The retail druggists and city salesmen have 
organized a bowling team and call themselves 
respectively the Pillrollers and Bile Beans. 
They meet every Thursday night. The personnel 
of the teams is as follows: Bile Beans—H. Sev- 
erson, S. E. Barber, L. Pauge, M. Aurendes 
and A. H. Hackman. Pillrollers—L. J. Beele 
- H. Funsch, T. F. Hagenow, L. A. Seitz and 

H. Voepel. On November 10th the result of 
thei sonteh was 3 to 2 in favor of the Bile 
Beans. On Rae 17th honors went the 
other way, the Pillrollers capturing four out of 
the five games. 


Dr. A. D. Whittier, of 708% Pine street, has 
filed suit against the Wolff-Wilson Drug Co., 
Sixth street and Washington avenue, for $6,000 
damages. The Doctor claims that during a re- 
cent illness he had a prescription calling for 
bismuth subnitrate and lacopeptin filled at the 
above-mentioned store. He claims that instead 
of the bismuth subnitrate, calomel was dispensed, 
of which he took such an amount as to severely 
salivate himself, and that the actual loss to 
his business, damage to health, etc., is the 
amount of damages asked. The date “for trial 
has not as yet been set. 


Robbery and Tragedy. 


Some weeks ago Joseph Toy, of the 
Carter Medicine Co., was summoned to 
Chicago to investigate what seemed to 
be crookedness in Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills. 

For some time large lots of Carter’s 
Little Liver Pills were offered to retail- 
ers in Chicago at prices far below the 
company’s largest quantity price. The 
Carter people very naturally thought 
that they had a counterfeiter to deal with, 
and Joseph Toy went from the New 
York office to investigate the facts. 

Mr. Toy’s work soon developed the 
fact that the goods sold so cheap were 
not counterfeit, but genuine goods, with 
the new wrapper bearing the signature 
of Brent Good, and that they were 
stolen from the stock of Messrs. Van 
Schaack & Sons, and investigation fol- 
lowed, which proved that the thief 
was one of their foremen, named Wil- 
liam Smith. When Smith knew that he 
was discovered, and that the evidence 
was complete, he drew a pistol and com- 
mitted suicide. 

This occurrence furnishes another 
warning to retail druggists about buy- 
ing goods from those who offer standard 
goods at low prices. Such goods are 
generally either counterfeit or stolen. 


Pay the Stamp Tax. 


Billings, Clapp & Co., Boston, an- 
nounce that they are defraying the cost of 
internal revenue stamps on their entire 
line of proprietary goods. This emin- 


ently patriotic course should still further 
commend this old reliable house to the re- 
tail druggists of the country. 
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sive acquaintance with the trade 
present “position, and the sales 
steady increase. Mr. Wells has 
enbach Co. for over two years, 
from the C. N. Crittenton Co. 


three years in calling upon the 


derstanding that Mr. Wells was 


though taking no active interest 


sence, while his numerous friends 


of New York. 





Ep. G. 
Secretary of the M. J. Breitenbach Co., New York. 


Ed. G. Wells, whose portrait graces this page, has, as is well 
known to the local trade, forsaken hés seat in Crittenton’s, where he 
was a familiar figure to everybody doing business in that establish- 
ment, to take the secretaryship of the M. J. Breitenbach Co., of New 
York, the proprietors of Gude’s Pepto Mangan. Mr. Wells’ exten- 
is standing him in good stead in his 


WELLS, 


of Gude’s Pepto Mangan show a 


been connected with the M. J. Breit- 
but it is still difficult to detach him 


Mr. Wells took to the road when nineteen years of age, and spent 


trade in New York State. At the 


end of this time he extended his territory and covered twenty-eight 
States, visiting only the larger towns and cities in the interests of 
the jobbing proprietary medicine business. Most of the men he had 
dealings with at that time as buyers are now closely identified with 
the firms. Leaving the road for a time, he started the firm of Wells 
& Elliott, which later on sold out to C. N. Crittenton with the un- 


to be retained for one year. At the 


end of the year, Mr. Wells’ services were thought so much of that 
he was taken into the firm, an arrangement 
ended in his becoming a member of the Crittenton corporation, and 
he is still a member of the Board of Directors of the corporation, 


being made which 


in its affairs. 


The stream of messenger boys who constantly defiled before his 
desk in Crittenton’s in the old days, when it was part of Mr. Wells’ 
r work to price the orders, have not yet got accustomed to his ab- 


in the trade, who used to drop in at 


lunch time to hear the latest news and the newest jokes of the drug 
market regret his removal to the west side of the town very keenly. 

Mr. Wells is an ardent philatelict, a well known club man, and 
holds the championship in pool znd billiards of the Harlem district 








Samuel C. Neill, familiarly known as “Sam,” 
who represented G. C. Goodwin & Co., 36 Han- 
over street, for so many years, 
BOSTON. has been out of the harness for 
many weeks through illness. 
His customers, and he has them in many New 
f England towns, will be glad to learn that his 
i condition is so far improved that he is again 
able to attend to business. 


W. R. McMillan, representative for McKesson 


& Robbins, i +, -has_ recently been here 
showing a fine line of hair and tooth brushes 
. and sundries. 


'¢ business of Taylor Brothers, of Rochester, 


dealers in clinical thermometers, has 





been well looked after during the recent call of 
their agent, J. M. Stewart. 


Rudolph Wirth’s cheery presence has again 
accounted for the many orders he carried away 
on his last trip. He represents E, Fougera & 
Co., of New York. 


Parke, Davis & Co., were represented in Bos- 
ton and vicinity by C. L. Gleason, who solicited 
orders for crude drugs, and received them, too. 


L, O. Salazaar has been here in_the interest 
of his firm, Lewy’s Chemical Co., New York. 


FE. W. Carr was welcomed by the trade. He is 
doing well for the Cooke Dandruff Cure. 
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_ An old friend, H. K. La Forge, has again vis- 
ited us, and the orders for essential oils from the 
firm of Warrick Freres, of New York, were most 
satisfactory. 


J. H. Heilbrun, the popular representative of 
the Maltzyme Co., has many friends in this lo- 
cality, and received, as usual, his share of wel- 
come and orders, both very gratifying. 


A. C. Robertson has been doing detail work 
in this city for the last few months for the 
Mallinckrodt Chemical Works of St. Louis. 
He makes his headquarters at the store of the 
Rust-Richardson Drug Co., who are the New 
England agents for this concern. Mr. Robert- 
son is now in New Hampshire on a three- 
weeks’ trip. 


E. M. Willsey, representing the Albany Chem- 

ical Company, is in the city this week on another 

of his regular tours. Mr. Will- 

BUFFALO. sey has a brother living in Buf- 

falo, and is therefore on an 
easy social as well as business footing here. 


Thomas Hood, of the Maltine Manufacturing 
Company, of Philadelphia, has lately paid us 
a visit. He comes up only once a year or so, 
and then for some special purpose. 


Frank Henry, who represents Hall & Ruckel 
in this district, is due here this week. He acts 
in a double capacity, as he is a member of 
the Williams Manufacturing Company, of Cleve- 
land. - 

H. F. Doherty was here this week looking after 
the interests of the Davol Rubber Company, of 
Providence, which he has represented in this 
city for a long time. 


Robert Service, with the New York glassware 
house of John M. Maris & Co., whom every- 
body has come to know as “Bob,” on account 
of his long and able “service,” is on the Buf- 
falo round again this week. 


P. R. Lance, of whom it would not be “reg- 
ular’ to speak without adding that he is al- 
ways mentioned by the trade as “Our Chauncey, 
2d,” has not failed to cover the city this week 
in the interest of William R. Warner & Co. 


Thurston & Braidich, New York, vanilla spe- 
cialists, send Mr. Dronberger here regularly in 
their interest, who very acceptably covers this 
corner of the State. 


George E. Burrows, who most acceptably rep- 
resents -Schieffelin & Co. with the druggists of 
Buffalo, has just concluded another successful 
visit here. 


So well are Hance Bros. & White esteemed in 

this territory that almost any representative they 

might send would do a good 

ROCHESTER. business, but to attain the suc- 

cess which the above firm re- 

cently has, it was necessary to despatch an A. 
B. Mitchell. 


Fragrant Perfumes in every conceivable style 
were recently shown to the trade by Lazell, 
Dalley & Co.’s genial representative, J. C Au- 
tram. He possesses a wonderful amount of tact, 
which assists him in securing the bountiful or- 
ders he always carries away with him. 


Norman J. Lang, who calls periodically in the 
interest of the Arlington Chemical Co., lately 
paid us a visit. His genial disposition wins 
friends wherever he goes. 

Even bowling with all its charms could not 
allure Robert L. Service from his labors, not 
even for a single night, notwithstanding an_in- 
vitation from the Rochester Druggist Bowling 
Club. He represents J. M. Maris & Co., of 
Philadelphia, and never goes away without doing 
lots of business. 


A. J. Mansell, who occasionally comes here 
to distribute bark, roots, herbs, etc., which the 
earth contributes for J. C. Hopkins & Co., 
met with a hearty reception lately, and suc- 
ceeded in placing several good orders for his 
crude drugs. 


We have had a most enjoyable visitor for the 
past three weeks in the person of A. V. Hen- 
nicke. He came from Louisville, Ky., where he 
most aceptably represented McKesson & Rob- 
bins before the Mississippi Valley Medical As- 
sociation. 


John Waldman, for twenty-seven years with 

™ H. Smith & Co., died recently of uremic 

poisoning. Mr. Waldman 

PHILADELPHIA, was assistant buyer and bill 

pricer, and was a veritable 

encyclopaedia on the current prices of drugs. 
He was married, but had no children 
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George D. Feidt & Co. report business as 
being good, and the firm is shipping Cela Kola 
all over the country. 


A. Neubeck, of the United States Playing Card 
Co., has been drumming up trade in this city. 


A. Swisher, of Johnson & Johnson, has left 
for a trip through this State. 


W. A. Whitmar, of the Anheuser Busch Brew- 
ing Association, is in the city. 


C. W. Kendall, representing the Bovox Com- 
pany, has been visiting the trade here. 


A. O. Rich, of Smith Brothers, of Poughkeep- 
sie, N. Y., has been here looking after the inter- 
ests of his house in this city. 


Jos. H. Hirz, representing the Keasbey & Mat- 
tison Co., has gone to Baltimore and ash- 
ington. 


Edward M. Beals, of Henry Thayer & Co., 
Cambridgeport, Mass., is in town. 


Again we have with us Rudolph Wirth, whose 
frequent visits to this city are in the interests 
of Fonens. & Co., of New York. Mr. Wirth has 
hosts of friends in this city who would like to 
see him make Philadelphia his headquarters. 


S. Janney, who was with Robt. Schoemaker & 
Co. for over ten years, has secured a position 
with Hance Brothers & White. 


Willian? J. Moore, who sells Kolafra and 
other drug preparations and druggists’ special- 
ties, is working this city. 

CINCINNATI. A recent visitor to the drug 
trade was Leo Heine, a hus- 
tling salesman employed by Kaufmann Brothers 
& Bondy, smokers’ supplies dealers. 


T. W. Frazer was here recently in the interest 
of the Celluloid Company, of New York. 


A nice line of brushes was exhibited in this 
city recently by W. N. Chatfield, representing 
A. Dupont & Cie., of Paris and New York. 

Billy Hathorne, the clever agent of the J. R. 
Torrey Razor Company, of Worcester, Mass., 
was in Cincinnati last week calling on customers. 


Mr. Bernstein, representing Lasker & Bern- 


stein, of New York, called on his Cincinnati 
trade this week. He reports the brush trade im- 
proving. 


John E. Wrigley, representative of the Pitts- 
burg Plate Glass Co., of this city, has returned 
to town. 


G. George Brick, traveling representative of 
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y., was in 
the city lately. 


Herbert Pietzsche, the clever representative in 
the Middle States for J. Marsching & Com- 
pany, makers of gold paint, was in town lately. 
le carried away several nice orders. 


representative 


James_Gulick, the _ooageecesr ser one : 
eveland an 


of Ed. Pinaud, has just worke 

autographed at the New Co- 

CLEVELAND. onial Hotel. He says the new 
hostlery is all right. 


J. S. Blitz, who hands out business cards 
bearing the name of Lehn & Fink, has been 
playing to full houses in Cleveland. He also 
switched to the Colonial. Mr. Blitz was _ ill 
while working the town, but has gone on his 
way rejoicing. 


T. H. Cheetham (in name only) has notified 
his trade and lady friends to in future ad- 
dress him at the Colonial, when in Cleveland. 
He will represent Lazell, Dalley & Co. in ’99. 


L. A. McCreary, formerly of the Russel House, 
Detroit, has opened the New Colonial Hotel 
in this city, and as he has always been popular 
with the “knights of the grip,” he will no 
doubt have a large commercial patronage. 


8T, LOUIS. W. M. Staley has been hus- 

tling around this city for the 

Centaur Company for a week or more, and it is 

reported they expect to have some interesting 
news before another month is past. 


Dr. H. P. Lehr has taken charge of the “print- 
ers’ ink”’ department for the Tilden Co. 


Gus Asche has been hustling Trommers’ Malt 
at this place for the past week. He says it takes 
him just one week to wear out a pair of shoes 
in St. Louis. 


A. B. Van Arsdale, representing Wm. S. Mer- 
rell, of Cincinnati, blew in a few days ago, and 
is making a round of his customers. 
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Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 
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NEw York, NOVEMBER 23, 1898. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that 


higher prices are paid for retail lots. 


The quality of 


goods trequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


BETTER feeling is to be noted in 

A the general market for drugs, dye- 
stuffs and chemicals, and the pros- 

pects for a good fall business are excellent. 
Orders from the interior are being re- 
ceived in fair volume, though retailers are 
still disposed to purchase in relatively 
small lots, a growing custom which is not 
regarded with favor by either jobbers or 
manufacturers, since it adds considerably 
to the cost of doing business and is a 
burden all around. Jobbers are, however, 
much encouraged over the prospects for 
an increased volume of business, and 
stocks are in a healthy condition. Much 
of the confidence expressed by jobbers 
arises from the action taken by the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Associatidn 
and the National Association of Retail 
Druggists at their meetings in St. Louis 
last month, where it was recommended 
that supplies to the trade should be made, 
wherever practicable, through the legiti- 
mate channels of distribution, namely, the 
jobbing druggists. The statistical position 
of the leading staples is such that holders 
are making no special efforts to increase 
the volume of trade by price concessions, 
and the market continues steady with the 
current fluctuations few and for the most 
part unimportant. The position of sup- 
plies is faisly indicated in the review of 
the market in the following paragraphs: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Alcohol, Cod liver oil. 
Aloes, Curacao. Damiana leaves. 
Anise seed. Gum Arabic. 
Buchu leaves. Gum myrrh, 
Camphor, Mustard seed. 
Cascara sagrada. Oil cloves. 
Cassia buds. Oil wintergreen. 

ocaine. Orange peel. 
Coca leaves. Senega. 
Cuttlebone. 

Golden seal, 

Grains of Paradise. 

Oil sasSafras. 

Poppy seed. 

Saltpetre, crude. 
DRUGS. 


Alcohol continues in steady, fair request, 
and the market is firm at an advance to 
$2.42 to $2.46 as to quantity, usual terms. 


Aloin reflects the firmer position of the 


gum, and manufacturers are asking an 
advance over previous prices, or say, 40c. 

Arnica Flowers do not offer below 7c., 
and some recent sales have been at 8c.; 
the stock is somewhat restricted and large 
sales are the exception. 

Balsams.—Copaiba, Fir, Peru and Tolu 
have met with no important demand of 
late, and values are without change. 

Barks.—Cascara sagrada continues in 
limited stock, supplies on the coast being 
very light. While a few recent sales in 
this market have been at 64c., 7c. is more 
generally demanded. Wild cherry has 
been inquired for to some extent during 
the interval, and the movement into con- 
suming channels is steady at 4c. to 6c. 

Buchu Leaves, long, are firmer and tend- 
ing higher; quoted 16c. to 18c. 

Chamomile Flowers are not taken with 
any spirit, but prices are without quotable 
change, 18c. to 30c. being asked for new 
crop German as to quality, and 12c. to 18c. 
for Roman. 

Cassia Buds are maintained in strong 
position with numerous jobbing sales at 
25ce. to 28c. The stock continues limited 
and well controlled, with little offering 
from the foreign market. 

Coca Leaves are scarcer and for the lim- 
ited available supply of Truxillo 14c. to 
l5c. is asked; Huanuco held at 22c. to 24c. 

Cod Liver Oil, Norwegian, has been 
without important demand of late, and 
prices have eased off a trifle, $24 being 
now named as acceptable for barrel lots: 
fancy brands quoted up to $27. 

Cinchonidine Sulphate is well sustained 
at 15c. to 17c. Supplies are coming for- 
ward very slowly from manufacturers, and 
the stock in second hands is somewhat re- 
stricted. 

Cuttle Bone has continued in good re- 
quest and the market is well sustained at 
8c. to 9c. for Trieste, an advance over 
previous quotations. 

Cocaine, muriate, has been advanced by 
the manufacturers 25c. per ounce, the re- 
vised quotations being $3 to $3.20 for bulk 
in one-hundred-ounce lots or more; one 
ounce vials, $3.25; half ounce, $3.30; one- 
quarter ounce, $3.35, and _ one-eighth 


ounce, $3.45. 
Ergot continues in limited supply and 
values for German are firm at 30c. to 32c. 
Prices for Spanish are advancing abroad 
and recent sales have been at 35c. 
Formaldehyde continues in 


active re- 











quest and manufacturers are less free to 
offer, with stock well sustained at 2lc. 
to 28c. 

Grains of Paradise have been sold in lib- 
eral quantities, and this, coupled with the 
light available supply, has sent prices up, 
14c. to 15c. is now asked. 

Opium has met with only moderate in- 
quiry during the fortnight and there is no 
spirit to the demand. Values, though 
nominally unchanged, are easier with 
cases offered at $3.55. Most buyers, how- 
ever, restrict their purchases to jobbing 
quantities for which $3.60 is paid. Pow- 
dered is held and selling fairly at $4.35 
to $4.40. 

Quinine has attracted no attention since 
our last; the quantity of stock in the 
hands of outside dealers is not sufficient 
to exert any special influence on the mar- 
ket quotations and manufacturers do not 
vary from 22c. to 24c. for domestic as to 
brand; foreign in bulk, from both manu- 
facturers’ agents and second hands, offers 
at 20c. 

Saccharine prices have been reduced by 
the manufacturers, with a view probably 
to meet competition from substitute pre- 
parations. Pure saccharine now offers 
from manufacturers’ agents at $10.50 per 
pound. 

DYESTUFFS. 


Cutch has sold to some extent during 
the interval in a quantity way at 44c. to 
5tc. for bales; refined in cases held at 5{c. 
to 7c. 

Divi Divi is quiet, but steady, at $42 
to $45. 

Nutgalls, Blue Aleppo, are finding a 
steady consuming outlet at 124c. to 14c. 

Sumac, Sicily, continues in good con- 
sumptive demand and steady in price with 
recent ssxies at $48 to $50. 





CHEMICALS. 


Acetate of Lime is less actively inquired 
for and values are easier with 823c. to 
85c. now quoted; gray is steady at $1.20 
to $1.25. 

Bicarbonate of Soda is maintained stead- 
ily and in fair inquiry at $1.15 to $1.25 for 
ordinary grades. 

Boric Acid is inactive, but the market is 
steady in tone at 10c. to 10}c. for crystals 
and 10}c. to 10$c. for powdered. 

Borax is in request and the market is 
steady at 7c. for both crystals and pow- 

. dered, carload lots; 74c. is paid in a 
jobbing way. 

Brimstone, crude, is irregular, and un- 
mixed seconds offer in instances at $21, 
with thirds quoted $2 less for future ship- 

, ment. 

Citric Acid is in closely concentrated 
stock, supplies in the hands of outside 
holders being almost exhausted; manu- 
facturers now quote 35c. to 354c. for bbls. 
and 353c. to 36. for kegs. 

Chlorate Potash, crystals, is yet held at 
] 9tc. to 94c., and powdered 9¥c. to 10c. 

Chloral Hydrate is well sustained at $1.20 
for crystals in bulk and $1.10 to $1.15 for 
crusts, and we hear of numerous jobbing 
sales at this range. 

} Cream Tartar continues firm in sympa- 
thy with the price of crude argols; recent 
sales at manufacturers’ quotations, 23%4c. 





to 24c. 
Tartaric Acid is selling fairly in a large 
way, as well as in jobbing lots, and 3l4c. 


to 324c. is paid for crystals and 32c. to 








324c. for powdered. There are still evi- 
dences of slight competition between 
manufacturers. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise offers with increased freedom and 
competition rules among holders, with 
prices quoted irregular at $1.55 to $1.62}, 
according to holder. 

Camphor has recovered slightly and re- 
cent sales have been at dc. to 6c. 

Clove, bud, has continued dull and the 
absence of demand has weakened values, 
with 423c. to 60c. now quoted. 

Citronella has sold freely during the in- 
terval and is held with increased confi- 
dence, 25c. to 26c. and 26c. to 27c. being 
now quoted for drums and cans respect- 
ively. 

Saffrol is firmer in sympathy with the 
natural oil of sassafras and lc. advance is 
now asked, or say 40c. per pound. 

Sassafras, true, is scarce and firmer at 
35c. to 36c. 

Spearmint has eased off a trifle and 85c. 
to 90c. will now buy. 

Wintergreen is in better supply and of- 
fers more freely at 95c. to $1 


GUMS. 


Aloes has been quite actively inquired 
for since our last and the active demand 
has stimulated values so that up to 4c. 
has been paid. 

Arabic is sought for only in small quan- 
tities and holders offer more freely at the 
range of 45c. to 56c. for first picked, 33c. 
to 36c. for seconds, and 16}c. to 18c. for 
sorts. 

Camphor has been advanced by city re- 
finers to the basis of 364c. to 37c. for bbls. 
and cases respectively. Foreign refined 
is in less abundant supply and also quoted 
higher, or say 37c. to 39c., as to style of 
package. 

Chicle is in less active inquiry and values 
are easier at 28c. to 30c. 

Myrrh is lower, supplies having come 
forward, and recent sales have been at 
12c. to 20c., as to quantity. 

Tragacanth is finding moderate jobbing 
sale on the basis of 35c. to 66c. for Aleppo 
and 45c. to 85c. for Turkey. 


ROOTS. 


Aconite is firmer in the face of a better 
demand; the quotation of the market 
is llc. 

Calamus is scarcer and 7c. is now the in- 
side figure; bleached held at 25c. to 35c. 

Gentian offers more freely with sales at 
4c. to 4$c. 

Ginseng prices are slightly revised in 
this issue, Southern being offered more 
freely at a slight decline, or say $2.75. 

Golden Seal continues firm and in de- 
mand at 50c. 

Hellabore is less actively inquired for 
and values have dropped a notch, or say 


8c. 


Valerian offers more freely at 8c. to 10c. 
for Belgian and 10c. for German. 


SEEDS. 


Anise is held more firmly in view of 
stronger advices from primary sources; 
recent sales of Italian have been at 7c. to 
Tte. 

Coriander is advancing in the foreign 
market and with a light spot supply here, 
values are well sustained at 2%c. to 24c. 
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and 28c. to 2$c. for bleached and unbleach- 
ed respectively. 
_ Mustard, German yellow, has sold act- 
ively since our last, some twelve hundred 
bags changing hands on private terms. 
Bari is now almost out of market and 
for slight available supply 6c. to 64c. is 
asked. Sicily is scarce and firm at 5}c. to 
6c., and there is said to be hardly any 
California seed on the market. 

Poppy, blue, is scarce and firmer, with 
recent sales at 7¥c. 

Rape, German, is in demand at 3c. 


Star Anise continues to harden in value 
and prices show a decided upward ten- 
dency with nothing now offered below 
35c. 


Renz-Bowles Co. Burned Out. 


LouIsviILLE, Ky., Nov. 19.—Fire broke 
out at 2.15 o’clock this morning in the 
building at No. 611 West Main street, oc- 
cupied by the Renz-Bowles Company, 
wholesale druggists and dealers in sur- 
gical instruments. The firemen kept the 
flames confined to the Renz-Bowles Com- 
pany’s building. The loss to this firm is 
placed at between $80,000 and $100,000, 
with $72,000 insurance. 


HINTS TO BUYERS. 


The Mayell-Hopp Co., Cleveland, Ohio, 
will furnish free of charge very attractive 
tooth-brush envelopes to druggists men- 
tioning this journal in making application 
for them. 





E. Reed & Son, Baltimore, Md., make 
up a very attractive line of calendars, 
easel cards and labels and will be pleased 
to furnish specimens of them to appli- 
cants who send l0c. for prepaying post- 
age on them. 


Armour & Co. make a special combina- 
tion offer on their “Vigoral,” which mer- 
its the very careful attention of every 
druggist who owns a soda fountain. This 
“Vigoral” is one of the most satisfactory 
preparations ever served at the hot soda 
fountain, and the special combination 
offer which is printed on page 22 in this 
issue, enables the druggist to secure a 
stock of it at a very low cost. 


Allen’s leaves and Allen’s extracts have 
a standing in the medical and pharmaceu- 
tical world of England which it is difficult 
for us to find any parallel for in this coun- 
try. The manufacturers, Geo. Allen & 
Co., are growers of medicinal herbs, and 
thus do not have to depend upon the gen- 
eral market for supplies of materials for 
their preparations. Devoting themselves 
to this special line of work, they have 
brought this particular branch of their 
manufacture to the highest state of ex- 
cellence. Lehn & Fink, 128 William 
street, New York, have recently been ap- 
pointed American agents for this firm, 
and will be pleased to furnish any desire1 
information regarding its work. 


Hot Soda Urn Free. 


The handsome hot soda urn, illustrated 
on page 17 of this issue, will be given 
away free of cost to purchasers of Anker’s 
Bouillon Capsules, which are now quite 
the thing for use at the soda counter. 
Write the Anker Mfg. Co., 255 Greenwich 
street, New York City, for full details. 
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Smith, Kline & French Co.’s New 
Laboratories. 


The old adage “Anything that is worth 
doing is worth doing well,” has in these 
later days become modernized into “Do 
it at once.” This fact is exemplified in 
the history of Philadelphia’s largest drug 
house—Smith, Kline & French Co.— 
which has since 1863 frequently found it 
necessary to secure larger quarters in 


OFFICES AND STOREROOMS OF SMITH, 


Co., PHILADELPHIA. 


order to accommodate the ever increas- 
ing volume of business, which has come 
to them as a result of their strict observ- 
ance of those fundamental business prin- 
ciples which lie at the foundation of every 
successful concern, coupled with an un- 
equaled record as regards promptness 
and dispatch in filling orders, the lack of 
which was formerly the curse of the drug 
trade. 

The business originally carried on at 
243 North Third street soon outgrew 
those quarters, and in 1878 the firm of 
Smith, Kline & Co. (as it was then) re- 
moved to the large double store, 309-311 
North Third street. In nine years the 
business had increased to such an extent 
that even these commodious quarters 
were insufficient, and in 1887 a still larger 
building, 429-431 Arch street, was secured, 
and soon after 433-485 were added, and 
they have now the finest store in their 
line of business in Philadelphia. 

In 1888 the firm was incorporated as 
Smith & Kline Co., and two years later 
Mr. Harry B. French, eldest son of Clay- 
ton French, senior member of the old 
house of French, Richards & Co., united 
his interests with the Smith & Kline Co., 
and became vice-president, the title of the 
corporation changing to Smith, Kline & 
French Co. 





At the annual meeting in February this 
year the capital of the company was in- 
creased to $600,000. With ample working 
capital, a record of unequaled success in 
the past, and a thoroughly organized and 
efficient working staff, the house may 
well look forward to a high degree of 
future prosperity. 

During all these years, notwithstanding 
larger quarters and better facilities were 
secured with each change, the company 
found it necessary to 
have numerous ware- 
houses in order to 
accommodate the im- 
mense stock of crude 
drugs, essential oils 
and other goods al- 
ways carried by all 
large drug houses. 
Besides these, other 
buildings were neces- 
sary in which the 
manufacture of phar- 
maceuticals and 
chemicals, as well as 
the specialties of the 
Elmo Confection Co., 
Dr. Hand Medicine 
Co., Giant Chemical 
Co., Eskay’s Albu- 
menized Food and 
other standard prep- 
arations could’ be 
carried on. 

In order to facili- 
tate matters and con- 
centrate all their va- 
rious branches under 
one roof, Smith, 
Kline & French Co., 
in March this year, 
purchased the large 
property at Canal 
and Poplar streets for 
laboratory purposes, 
and_ shortly will have 
installed in this new 
building all the man- 
ufacturing depart- 
ments which have 
formerly of necessity 
been conducted apart 
from their large 
store on Arch street. 

The new property covers over one acre 
of ground, and will be one of the most 
completely equipped laboratories in the 
country. An artesian well, 255 feet deep, 


KLINE & FRENCH 
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will supply pure water for manufacturing 
all pharmaceutical articles; three boilers 
and four engines will furnish abundant 
power for driving machinery; and also 
operate an independent electric light plant. 
There is also a fine ice plant and a com- 
modious stable upon the grounds. 

The location of the new works is ex- 
cellent, being almost surrounded by the 
Philadelphia and Reading, Pennsylvania 
and Belt lines, affording unexcelled facili- 
ties for shipping, and having also a pri- 
vate siding running into the works. 

The advantage to be gained by con- 
solidating all the warehouses and manu- 
facturing plants into one central station, 
as it were, will be all the more apparent 
when it is stated that now eighteen differ- 
ent departments of the Smith, Kline & 
French Co. are carefully arranged in this 
new laboratory, each with due regard 
for the interest of the other. 

The expenses of labor and manufactur- 
ing are reduced to the minimum, and 
modern appliances will still further en- 
able the company to increase the num- 
ber of standard chemicals, pharmaceu- 
ticals and specialties, the superior qual- 
ity of which is assured if the label reads: 
“Manufactured by Smith, Kline & French 
Co., Philadelphia, Pa.” 


“La Pharmacie S’en Va.” 


Thus is headed a leading article in the 
Le Matin, written by M. Francisque 
Sarcey, the well-known French journal- 
ist, dramatic critic and author. On peru- 
sal of this splendid leader one can plainly 
see that M. Sarcey has come into possess- 
ion of one of those little circulars, “A 
public danger,” which he has studied ‘well, 
and his private decision is undoubtedly in 
favor of a better state of affairs as re- 
gards the practice of pharmacy. It is not 
often that one reads anything a propos 
the inner working of pharmacy and med- 
icine outside the representative journals of 
the professions, but M. Sarcey, in very 
plain language, points out to the French 
public that the present day doctor does 
not know how to prescribe, and also that 
he is not taught how to do it. But he 
fails to see that pharmacy is going to 
the dogs, for he thinks that the eradica- 
tion of the second-class pharmaciens will 
eventually lead to a better state of things. 
In conclusion, M. Sarcey thinks that, in 
case of any decadence in the art of phar- 





LABORATORIES OF SMITH, KLINE & FRENCH CO., PHILADELPHIA. 











ey 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 347 


Gard’s Samoan Oil and print your name 
at the bottom of talk.” 


thacy, foreign countries, and especially 
Germany, would profit by this decadence, 
because in that country pharmacy is lim- 
ited, protected and respected.—B. & C. 
Druggist. 








Hints To Buyers. 














For household and general use, noth- 
ing equals “Carbolic Acid Liquid No. 5,” 
made by the Barrett Mfg. Co., Philadel- 
phia. It is put up in all sized packages 
from one pound upward, and is sold by 
jobbers. 


Schandein & Lind have struck the pop- 
ular taste in their new odor “Cuban Vio- 
lets.” They have a very attractive line 
of odors and the trade would do well to 
investigate the advantages offered by this 
line of perfumery before putting in their 
holiday stock. 


The sale of the finest grades of olive 
oil for the table is coming more and more 
into the hands of the drug trade. We 
commend the attention of our readers to 
the advertisement of Warrick Fréres, New 
York, which appears on the front cover of 
the present number. 


W. A. Ross & Bro., 11 South William 
street, New York, have a line of imported 
liquors, cordials, waters, etc., which are 
popular with the most exacting class of 
trade. They would be pleased to for- 
ward price lists to correspondents men- 
tioning this journal. 


The immense variety of uses to which 
Listerine can be put have led to the 
publication of a vast amount of literature 
on Listerine which is admirably summar- 
ized in a pamphlet published by the Lam- 
bert Pharmacal Co., of St. Louis, a copy 
of which can be obtained free on applica- 
tion. 


Every druggist can sell Meyers’ Putz 
Cream, the excellent metal polisher. With 
an order for 3 dozen half-pints, the man- 
ufacturers will present a case of the 2-oz. 
size, gratis. Read the advertisement of 
the Meyers Putz Pomade Co., of 284 
Devonshire street, Boston, in which will 
be found their two limited offers. 


Dr. D. Jayne & Son, Philadelphia, pre- 
pare a line of old, reliable family medi- 
cines, which are staple stock in the drug 
store. The druggist desiring a supply 
of the popular Jayne’s almanacs should 
correspond with the company on the sub- 
ject and make suitable arrangements for 
procuring them before the first of the 
year. 


Many druggists have found a profitable 
side line in artists’ materials. We advise 
our readers to write for the new catalogue 
issued by F. Weber & Co., 1125 Chestnut 
street, Philadelphia, which illustrates the 
line very completely. This is one of the 
oldest and most reliable houses in the 
trade, and their goods can be thoroughly 
depended upon. 


Every druggist should have a _ tablet 
machine. F. J. Stokes Machine Co., of 
Thirteenth and Willow streets, Philadel- 
phia, offer their Eureka machine at $25, 
and agree to refund the money if the 


purchaser is in any way dissatisfied. This 
is the strongest guarantee a manufacturer 
could possibly make and should be suf- 
ficient to inspire confidence. 


Armour & Co. are spending a great 
deal of money in advertising to the public 
the fact that “Vigoral” can be had at all 
druggists’. To enable the retailer to stock 
this advantageously, Armour & Co. make 
a combination offer which is set forth on 
page 22 of this number. This is cer- 
tainly very tempting and will be taken up 
by enterprising druggists everywhere. 


One of the most popular horse-lini- 
ments in this country is “Absorbine,” 
made by W. F. Young, P.D.F., Spring- 
field, Mass. This article is of very wide 
sale, and most of it goes to the consumer 
through the drug store. Druggists who 
do not keep it in stock are losing the sale 
on something that gives universal satis- 
faction. Read the advertisement on an- 
other page. 


A good addition to a druggist’s holiday 
stock is stationery. Most of the goods 
made by the Whiting Paper Co., of 148 
Duane St., New York, are so fine in them- 
selves, and so artistically displayed, that 
they may well be considered holiday 
goods. They are well known to the pub- 
lic and, consequently, are ready sellers. 
See the advertisement on another page ‘of 
this number. 


Druggists who make their own per- 
fumes will find the investment of $6 in an 
ounce of “Concrete Violet” a profitable 
one. With this they obtain full directions 
for making one gallon of Triple Extract 
or three gallons of Violet Water. A sam- 
ple of Triple Extract made from “Con- 
crete Violet” will be sent upon applica- 
tion to Manheimer & Eben, 28 Gold 
street, New York. 


A. D. Puffer & Sons, 278 Congress 
street, Boston, have recently devised and 
put on the market a line of inexpensive 
hot soda apparatus, thoroughly prac- 
ticable and up-to-date in every respect, 
which offers an excellent means of quiet 
money-making where mere show is of 
no great importance. Write them for 
some facts and figures on this line of in- 
expensive fountains. It will be well 
worth your while. 


A pharmacist who cares at all for the 
appearance of the bottles and packages 
which go out under his name, should read 
the advertisement of A. G. Elliot & Co., 
Philadelphia. The colored, high-glazed 
parchment papers make not only a strong, 
but a particularly artistic wrapper, and 
the parchment powder papers are neat, 
convenient and economical. These goods 
are greatly superior to common wax pa- 
per, being made specially to resist the ac- 
tion of the juices, acids and other liquids 
or semi-liquids. Write to the manufac- 
turers for samples. 


Gard’s Samoan Co., 85-A Fifth avenue, 
Chicago, propose to assist the local re- 
tailer in his advertising schemes as fol- 
lows: If any retailer will send them the 
programme copy a week in advance of any 
church, lodge, picnic, club or theatrical 
event in his town, they will print the 
same, return it express prepaid, free of 
charge. In sending the copy the retailer 
should state how many can be used with- 
out waste. They state that “in a not con- 
spicuous place thereon we will tell about 


R. W. Phair & Co., 18 Platt street, New 
York, are in a position to make special 
favorable terms on cocaine, acetanilid, sa- 
licylic acid, chloral hydrate and salacetol. 
Druggists having any special trade in 
these lines of goods should correspond 
with this firm before placing orders. 


Theodor Leonhard, Paterson, N. J., is 
the oldest bleacher of wax in this country 
and his white wax represents the highest 
class brands of this article and conforms 
in every respect to the U. S. Pharmaco- 
poeial standards. The druggists who 
take a pride in their cold cream and fine 
pomades should use Leonhard’s wax if 
they wish to secure uniform results. His 
brands can be obtained from any whole- 
sale druggist in the United States. 


E. S. Wells, of Jersey City, proprietor 
of the “Rough-On”’ preparations, has de- 
cided to himself pay all the stamp tax on 
the “Rough-On” and Wells preparations, 
so as to put the price of these goods to 
the retailer the same as they were before 
the law went into effect. Jobbers having 
any stock on hand must report to the 
manufacturer in order to secure any al- 
lowance. It must be borne in mind 
that no stamps are required on ‘“Rough- 
On Rats,” “Rough-On Moth, Fly and 
Flea” and “Rough-On Roaches.” There 
is consequentiy no change in the price of 
these goods. 


Robert Stevenson & Co., Chicago, IIl., 
carry a full line of everything that is need- 
ed in a first-class pharmacy, and drug- 
gists in easy reach of that city should se- 
cure quotations from this firm before 
making any considerable purchases else- 
where. By means of special arrangements 
with the manufacturers, Messrs. Steven- 
son & Co. are able to offer the Dearborn 
box prescription scale, which is made ex- 
clusively for them, at a very low rate. De- 
tails as regards this offer can be obtained 
by addressing this firm at Chicago, men- 
tioning the AMERICAN DRUuGGIST. 


Write for the illustrated catalogue is- 
sued by C. P. Goerz, 52 Union Square, 
New York. The Goerz Anastigmat Lens 
is generally considered the best photo- 
graphic lens in the world. It is more ex- 
pensive than ordinary goods, but its per- 
fect work makes it in demand by all phot- 
ographers who have passed the amateur 
stage. Mr. Goerz, appreciating the co- 
operation of druggists, is prepared to of- 
fer them special inducements to act as 
agents. Where optical goods are carried, 
the wonderful Trieder-Binocular, which 
possesses eight or ten times the power of 
the ordinary field or opera glass, should 
certainly be stocked. 


Nelson, Baker & Co., of Detroit, an- 
nounce that they have now in press a new 
and thoroughly revised edition of the 
work on pharmaceutical assaying by Dr. 
A. B. Lyons, which was first published 
twelve years ago and was the first book 
published on this important subject in 
the English language. The volume, 
which will be sold at 75c., will soon be 
ready for distribution and orders are now 
being accepted for it by the publishers. 
If the work proves as valuable as did the 
first edition, and there is every reason to 
believe that it will, a copy of it should 
be in the hands of every pharmacist in 
the United States. 
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Torsion Balance Cards. 


In our last issue we noted the offer of 
the Springer Torsion Balance Co., of 
New York, to supply retail druggists 
with printed card advertisements, con- 
sisting of arguments addressed to the 
public in favor of patronizing druggists 
who use the Springer Torsion Balance. 
In this notice it was stated that supplies 
of the cards could be obtained gratis of 
the Springer Torsion Balance Co. for the 
asking. We find we are in error in this, 
since the Springer Torsion Balance Co. 
have informed us that a nominal charge of 
$1 per thousand is made for the cards. 
The name and address of the druggist are 
imprinted on the cards for this price. 
Since the publication of our note, the 
Springer Torsion Balance Co. inform us 
that they have been fairly inundated with 
requests for cards, and the fact that the 
statement was made that the cards would 
be distributed gratis has caused an em- 
barrassment, which we regret. 








An Unbreakable Graduate. 


The breaking of graduates is a source 
of constant drain upon the druggist. No 
matter how careful the prescription clerk 
may be, the bases of graduates will get 
broken, and when its base is once broken 
the usefulness of the graduate is over. 
The “Sterling” graduate, illustrated here- 
with, has a base which is practically inde- 
structible, since it is composed of hard 


rubber, and since the base of the gradu- 
ate is the portion which is most generally 
broken, its life is more than doubled by 
making the base practically indestructible. 

The use of the very simple and inex- 
shown 


pensive graduate rack herewith 

















tends still further to prolong the life of the 
graduate itself and to aid materially in 
keeping the prescription counter in order. 
Both the graduates and the racks are 
made by Neidlinger Bros., No. 20 Warren 
street, New York City, who will be 
pleased to send to any of our readers a 
sample rack, postage prepaid, on receipt 
of 10 cents. 


Free Advertising. 


The U. S. Playing Card Co., Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, do not propose to load up the 
retailer with unsalable goods. They not 
only advertise liberally in the standard 
publications, but they advertise direct to all 
addresses furnished by dealers giving the 
name and address of the dealers furnish- 
ing lists of customers, and they also refer 
to the dealers all persons who apply to 
them in response to their general adver- 
tising. For full details as to the games 


and cards made by this enterprising firm 
our readers should address the company 
as above, mentioning this journal. 
Window Salesmen, 
In these days of patriotism Uncle 


Sam always attracts attention. We il- 
lustrate herewith a_ figure made for 
use in window displays which l- 


ways draws attention to the window 
and can be utilized in window dis- 
plays to very great advantage. It is a 
composition figure, 32 inches high; light, 
strong and durable; correctly and appro- 
priately dressed and finished in every par- 
ticular, and looks just as cut represents it. 








The figure has rapidly moving eyes that 
roll from right to left, and run seven hours 
each time the clock movement in head is 
wound. The arms are adjustable, and can 
be posed in any position and made to hold 
up all kinds of small merchandise. This 
is only one of some thirty figures made 
by McGreer & Hicks, 80 Market street, 
Chicago, who make a specialty of design- 
ing and manufacturing special advertis- 
ing novelties. Write them for their cata- 
logue illustrating these novelties. 


Unsophisticated Corks. 


Like many other things the druggist 
handles, corks are the subject of a manip- 
ulation so skillful that detection is prac- 
tically impossible. Many persons seem 
to cherish the idea that XXX corks grow 
on a superior kind of tree to XX. The 
fact is that after the corks are cut the sort- 
ing into the various grades is done. Con- 
sequently, an unscrupulous dealer finds 
that a ready way of meeting and defeat- 
ing competition is to mix inferior corks 
with those of higher grade. It is only 
when the druggist comes to thrust the 
corks one after the other into the neck of 
a bottle that he discovers the fraud. A 
brand of corks which is guaranteed to be 
“every one a good, solid prescription 
cork” is the Daisy Brand, manufactured 
by Meinecke Cork Co., New York. They 
are sold at a lower figure than is common- 
ly asked for corks of this grade, and this 
fact alone should be sufficient to insure 
druggists to place a trial order. If your 
jobber cannot supply you, address the 
Meinecke Cork Co., New York. Make 
it a point to specify. Daisy Brand and to 
see that the bag is so marked. 
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Consolidation in the Rubber Trade. 


The Goodyear India Rubber Glove 
Mfg. Co., 503 and 505 Broadway, New 
York, having purchased the business of 
the firm of Eggers & Carlsen, including 
patents, property and good will, will here- 
after manufacture all articles made by 
them heretofore, and any orders which 
have been transferred to them will be exe- 
cuted with the least possible delay. 

The new druggists’ sundry department 
of the Goodyear Co. will be under the 
able management of A. C. Eggers, who 
has been well known to the trade for 
many years, and who will visit and com- 
municate with the customers from time to 
time. 

Every effort will be made to produce 
goods of the highest standard and finest 
quality. An illustrated catalogue showing 
complete line of druggists’ sundries and 
other specialties will be made and sent 
out as soon as finished to applicants men- 
tioning the AMERICAN DrucGGIst when 
applying for it. 


Cactina Pillets and the Stamp Tax. 


The Sultan Drug Co., proprietors of the 
popular Cactina Pillets, have generously 
assumed the entire cost of the stamp tax 
on their goods rather than to risk having 
the retailer himself pay this out of his own 
pocket. It is practically impossible to get 
at all the stock which was in the hands of 
the trade on July Ist, when the law went 
into effect, and since this stock must be 
stamped when sold, the company are com- 
pelled to allow the drug trade to stand 
this expense. This stock, however, is now 
already nearly exhausted and all lots 
which have left the manufacturer's hands 
since July lst have been stamped at their 
own cost. 


Winter Time Medicines. 


The Lange-Ross Co., 46-50 Jackson 
boulevard, Chicago, make a special fea- 
ture of a line of cough remedies, which 
are offered to the trade at a figure which 
enables them to make a good profit on a 
small investment. The preparations are 
put up in very at- 
tractive cartons 
and are stamped 
to retail at 25c. 
and 50c. for the 
two different sizes. 
They are also sold 
in bulk in five-gal- 
lon lots at a very 
low .figure. The 
dealer’s name will 
be printed on the 
cartons and labels 
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when requested, CouGHS COLDS 
thus making it im- ere 
possible for the 

purchaser to be 





met with compe- 
tition from cut- 
rate dealers. The 
line embraces a 
flaxseed cough 
balsam, syrup of white pine expectorant, 
syrup of white pine compound with tar, 
and syrup of tar and wild cherry. We il- 
lustrate the very attractive carton in which 
these goods are put up and would rec- 
ommend our readers to correspond with 
the Lange-Ross Co. before putting in a 
line of winter specialties. 
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